
UK Data Archive processing notes   
 
The original essays were handwritten and are stored in the Albert Sloman Library Special Collections, 
University of Essex. The collection was transcribed into a digital format in 2010 and is now available for 
download. The essays originally contained students’ and teachers’ names and these have been retained in the 
original files but removed in the downloadable dataset.   
 
Essay 83 (4867ess082) contained the student’s name in the body of his essay so this sentence has been 
removed and replaced with [name omitted]. Original (often poor) spelling and grammar has been retained 
throughout all of the essays to keep a sense of authenticity.   
 
The original Essay ID has been retained in the headers of each file although this is slightly out of synch with the 
file names due to the fact that in the original essays 10, 88, 116 and 121 are mislabelled. There are two essays 
labelled 88 so these have become Essay 88(a) (4867ess87) and Essay 88(b) (4867ess88). Essays 1-89 are all 
boys but 4867ess87 and 4867ess88 are girls. Essays 90141 are all girls except for 4867ess123 and 4867ess124.   
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