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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 
 
In the early 1980s the Social Democratic Party (SDP) burst upon 
the British political scene and caught the attention of voters 
and the media in a remarkable way.  Membership reached a peak of 
78,000 in March 1982 but remained substantial until the 1987 
general election.  In 1988 the majority of members voted to merge 
with the Liberal Party to produce the Liberal Democratic Party 
whilst a smaller number preferred to carry on as the SDP.  
However, the 'continuing SDP' was an electoral failure and was 
formally closed down in June 1990.  Following the effective 
disappearance of the Social Democratic Party there was 
considerable speculation about what happened to its former 
members.  The survey set out to produce evidence on this.  In 
addition information was collected on the political background, 
political opinions and personal background of respondents. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The Liberal Democratic Party provided the researchers with a 
random sample of 3,911 names and addresses of the 50,841 people 
who were members of the SDP at 1st June 1987 and who were not 
since recorded as 'deceaseds' or known 'gone aways'. 
 
A self-completion postal questionnaire was used to obtain 
information on social characteristics, attitudes and political 
support, utilising largely closed questions.  This was sent out 
in late 1991 with responses being received in late 1991 and early 
1992.  The survey covered the entire United Kingdom. 
 
Replies were received from 2,073 people, a response rate of 53 
per cent. 
 
Data were input onto a PC using the Foxpro database.  Analysis 
was undertaken using Foxpro and SPSS/PC+. 
 
Data were monitored as replies were received, 'wild' responses 
were checked and one in ten of the recorded responses were also 
checked against the computer-held data. 
 
The data are presented as a raw data file and a data definition 
file.  There are 2073 records and 56 variables.  The variables 
are named so as to bear some resemblance to the information 
contained within them. 
 
The data do not contain any derived variables. 
 
The data do not contain any confidential information. 
 
Missing data were coded as 'M' in Foxpro which translates into 
'.' in SPSS.  Alternatively missing data were coded as '0'. 
 



DATA DICTIONARY DESCRIPTION AND LISTING 
 
A data dictionary listing and frequencies (including range, mean 
and standard deviation) is included for each variable. 
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