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THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY

k+ of Gowrnrnmt UnwersIWof Essex C.alchest.t

Please answer the quest)ons below You WIII find the form easy and quick to fill In all you have to do IS to
tick the right box for each question If there ISa question you feel unable to answer, just leave N blank and go
m to the next one Most of the questions concern the referendum on the Common Market, that Is, the
European Commumty or EEC

Please return this form In the enclosed envelope wlthln the next few days And please remember, it does not
matter if you dld not vote – we would still like to have your reglles Please feel free to write anv comments
you may have at the end Thank you

Dld you read any of the official leaflets about
the Common Market that were sent to everyone
through the post>

Please put a ttck against each of the tttles below
that you have read

H M Government’s “’Brnam’s New Deal
m Europe”

u
“Why You Should Vote NO” u
“Why You Should Vote YES’ .

u

I d)d not read any of the leaflets

I did not even see any of the leaflets
H

2

—

3

How do you feel about having referendum votes
on other things In the future~

Please ock one box only

We should not hold a referendum on
anything else

H

1
Referendum votes should be held
occasionally, but only on serious matters 2
Referendum votes should be held fairly
often :

Being m the Common Market means that Brlta,n
WIII have to accept that many decmons must be
taken with the approval of other countrms How
do you think this WIII affect Br!tam’s best
Interest ?

Please tick one box only

On the whole n will be a good thing

On the whole It WIII be a bad thing

It WIII not matter much either way H

The Referendum Vote

Which way did you vote?

PIease tmk one box only

I voted YES .

~ II

1—

I voted NO . . . . . 2

I did not vote 5

5 When you voted, how sure were you that you
voted the right way>

Please tmk one box only

very sure
1=

fairly sure
1-

not very sure

I did not vote t

1

2

3

5

6 How long ago dld you decide that you would
defmnely vote the way you did?

Please tick one box only

a long time ago

H

1

some time this year 2

only a little before the referendum 3

I dld not vote 5

7 Thm Spring the Government negotiated new
terms with the Common Market When you
deaded how to vote, and whether to vote, how
much dlfferenca dld the new terms make?

Please tick one box only

The new terms made no difference
to me

H

1
The new terms made me more favorable
to the Common Market 2
The new terms made me less favou rable
to the Common Market :
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1

1

8 People have different wewa about how being In
the Common Market WIII affect prices

Please tick the answer below that comes closest
to your o wn we w on this

Being m the Common Market WIII make
It more dlfflcult to stop nstng prices

B

1
B&ng in the Common Market WIII make
It easier to stop rmng prices 2
Be- the Common Market WIII not
make much difference either way — 3

I have no oplmon on this 8

9 How well do you think the Labour Government
has handled the problem of rmng prices?

Please tmk one box only

very well

I

1

fairly well 2

not very well 3

not at all well 4

I have no oplmon on this B

10 Generally speaking do you think of yourself as
being closer to one politlcal party than to any
other?

Please put a tmk below If you think of yourself
as Conservative, Labour, Liberal, Scotttsh
Nat/ona/tst, etc If you don ‘t feel close to an y
party, tick the box marked ‘None’

Conservatwe

.1

1

Labour 2

Ltberal 3

Scottish Nationalist 4

Other Party (P/ease spwfy) 6

None 7

11 And how strongly do you supporI the party you
have ttcked?

very strongly

B

1

fairly strongly 2

not very strongly 3

Please use thn space for an y comments that
you wfsh to make

2 Please gwe a mark out of ten for each of the
followlng parmes according to how much or
how Iwtle you Ilke them.

You can gwe any mark from O to 10 Gwe a low
mark to mdtcate that you ‘d/sl/ke’ the party and
a high mark that you 7ike’ It

Please gwe your mark here ~

Consarvatwe Party

Labour Party

Liberal Party

%ottlsh National Party . . .

3 Thinking abut all the things a government has
to handle, how far do you feel that you can rely
on the Labour Government to do what IS right?

Please ttck one box only

usually

H

1

most of the time . . 2

only rarely ~

4 How far do you feel you could rely on the
Government to do what IS right If the Conser-
vatwes were m power now?

Please t)ck one box only

usually

H:

1

most of the time 2

only rarely

5 Which stale in the referendum do you think
these groups supported?

If you think the group was mainly for ‘Yes’
tmk the Ma!nly Yes column. If you think It was
fairly evenly dwfded tick the mtddle column,
If vou think It was mamlv for ‘No’ tick the
Mainly No column If YOU are not sure about a
group leave that hne blank

Mainly
Yes

Business and
Industry

Trade Unions

Lakur MPs

Conservative MPs

Liberal MPs
Parliament as a
whole

The Cabinet [

Fairly
evenly
dwlded

[

Mainly
No

[
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REml RBFONIENI’SERIALNLM3LR
●**D*.******●***********

Question1

Didyoureadq oftheofficialleafletsabuttheCcmmnMarketthatwere
senttoeveryonethroughthept?

Rm02 READmllmNMMTLEAFLH’
●***********●**.***,...

1 Yes

2N0

9 DK/NA
●

REm3 READ‘w’LLPJFLEA
●*****-**9.●*.,.

REF34

.

1 Yes

2 No

9 twNA

1 Yes

2 ib

9 lx/NA

Question2 REFU5 RH’EREIJMIllFUTURL
●***********●*.****

ii~ doyoufeelabouthatingrefenmdumwteson

910

1193

14

U.97

906

14

1261

842

14

otherthinpsinthefuture?

1 Weshouldnotholdareferendum
onanythin~else 549

2 Referendumvotesshouldbeheld
oc-ionally,butonlyonserious
matters 1363

(tintinwdonnextp-)
*



3 Referendmvotesshouldbeheld
fairlyoften 175

9 EU/w 30

Question3 REF06 DLCISIONSOFEECANDBRITAIN
●a * ***mm.... . . . . . . . . . . . . i.. .

BeingintheCommnWet mansthatBritainwillha~toacceptthatmu-y
decisionsmustbetakenwiththeapprovalofothercountries.Howdoyou
thinkthiswillaffect Britain’sbestinterest?

1 Onthewholeitwillbea~ocd
. thing 987

2 Onthewholeitwillbeabad
thing 478

3 Itwillnotmattermcneitherway 606

9 EWNA 46

Question4 RElT)7 REm?m’m’lVOTE
●***********●*.

TheReferendumVote:Whi&waydidyouvote?

1 VotedYes

2 VotedNo

5 Didmt wte

9 IKwi

Question5 RIK)8 . VOTEDRI(WTWAY
●***********.9.

“Whenyouwted,hm surewereyouthatyou

1 VerySum

2 FairlySm

3 NutVerySure

5 Didnutnte

9 Ix/NA

1242

487

374

14

875

656

203

374
5

.



MlLNIJIJ3LEJJONVOTi;
●************●*9....

}!wlongagodidyoudecidethatyouwoulddefinitelymtethewayyoudid?

1 A longtimeago

Somtimethisyear

769

481

486

2

3

5

9

.

Only alittle

Didmtwte

beforetheReferendm

374
7I.WNA

Question7 RLFlo iui TERt6
● *****9..

ThisSpringtheGovernmentnegotiatednew
>lhenyoudecidedhow

termwiththeConmnMrket.
towte,howmuchdifferencedidtomte,andwhether

the tiw termmake?

1 The newterms
tome

2 Thenewterns
favoumbleto

3 Thew terms
famurableto

9 lx/NA

madenodifference
1317

mdem mm
thetim=~et 607

mdem less
tk Ccmi5iX_%rket1.18

75

Question8 REFll PM(XS
. . . . . ...** . . . .

Peoplehavedifferentviwsaboutha beingintheCcmmn1kikctwillaffect
pries.

“1

—

BeingintheCcm-onMarketwillmake
itmm difficulttostoprisinc
prices

BeingintheCmmonFietwillmke
iteasiertostoprisingprices

Ueinginthecorm-onMarketwiilnot
tienuchdifferenceeitherway—

lx

NA

616

321

970

188

22

. 5

2

3

8
9

.

— --- —-
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Qu@tion9 Rm12

Howwell doyouthinkthe
risingprices?

.-

@estion10 REF13

Geremillyspeakingdoyou
pr’tythantoq other?

1Wstion11 REF14

MBOURHA!WINGOFPIU(XS
●*9********.●**..*ee**be.

LabourGovemmnthashandledtheproblemof

1 verywell 64

2 Fairlywell 479

3 Notverywell 891
4 Not atallweli 581

8JX 88
9NA 14

PARTYIDE1~IFICATION
●**.**.*****●.***.**

thinkofyourselfasbeingclosertoonepolitical

1 CcnservatiW 762

2 L3bour 756

3 Liberal

4 SNP

6 OtherParty

7 None

9 M

STRENGTHOFPARTYIUWX’IFICATION
●el***_*****.*●m.***.*.**s.*.**.**

Andhm strongly* yousupportthepartyyouhaveticked?

1 Verystrongly

2 Fairlystrongly

3 Notverystrongly

9 WNA

228

31,

16

303

21

436

918

514

249

. 6
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Question12

Pleasegiveamarkoutoftenforeachofthefollowingpartiesaccordingto
hw mchorhoulittleyoulikethem.

REF15 031SERVATIVEW OUTOF‘lZIJ
●**6*********●**.*********●*

,

R.EF16

o

1

2

3.

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

“99 IX/iJA

LABOURMRKOWOFTEli
●****.*.*..*●,.*..*.**

1 :’,

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

154

46

117

108

217

326

198

219

3W

101

127

144

145

54

1U6

169

236

278

221

169

284

100, 7
151

99 IWNA ,. 164



RE117 LIBERALMARKOUI’OFTEN
●*e****e*.**●***e***.*.

o

1

2

3

4

5’

6

7

8

9

10

99 lx/NA

RJZF18 SWMARKOUTOFTIX
●89*******-*●****.*

o

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

99 Du/NA

197

95

189

190

264

3S8

260

150

117

40

20

237

38

6

12

7

16

27

21

12

21

6

10

1941

8

. 8.



@estion13 REF19 T’RKTMBOUR
●**********.

Thinkingaboutallthethingsagovemnmt
thatyou- mlyontheLalxxrGovemmnt

1 usually

hastohmile.hcwfar
todowhatis‘right?

2 Mxtofthetime

3 onlyXemly

9 Ix/N/+

doyoufeel

402

695

965

55

Question14 REF20 TIWT02NSEIWATIVES
●**********●*....**

iicwfar* ‘youfeelyoumuldrelyonttiGovemmnttodowhatisrightif
theGmemativeswreinpmErM?

1 usually 400

2 Mostofth tine 819
3 onlyrarely 832
9 KWNA 66

Question15

Whichsideinthereferendmdoyouthinkthese~upssupported?

REF21 BISINESS-SIDEINRJXERINDUM.**.**.**..●.***...**.●**..

REF22

2 Evenlydivided

3N0

9 IWNA

17J-SIC&INRZFERENIJIJI
●*.,********●.*.*.***

1 Yes

2 Evmlyditidcd

1596

272

40

209

293

697
3N0 807
9 Jx/NA 320

. 9’



REF23

REF24

REF2S

REF26

Rm27

LABOURMF%-SIIXZINFEFEREMMI
●*******O***●******...**.**..

1 Yes

2 Evenlydivided

‘3 No

9 IWlw

CXNSERVATTVEMPS-SIDEINREFERENIxJM
● b*e*****e *m* ● . * 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1 Yes

2 Ewnlydivided

3 No

9 lx/NA

LIBERALMPS-SIDEINREIZRE!m@l
●**********.***..**..*●.*,*.*.

1 Yes

2 Ewnlydivided

3 No

9 IK/NA

PARLIAIwKNT-SIDL111REFEKENCUI
●**********●*.*****....9****.

1 Yes

2 E&rtlydivided

3N0

9 Jx/NA

CMINET-SILX1;:HXlmmlX?l
●**..***.***●.,.*.*,*.*.●.

1 Yes

2 Evedyditided

3 tio

9 Ix/NA

659

1051

167

240

1515

352

33

220

1.172

382

60

503

1226

414

22

455

1070

687

25

335
. 10

. .
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REF28 NNUREOFREPIX

1 Post1(repliedtofirst
qmstionnaireletter) 1185

2 Post2(mpli@afterfirst
reminderletter) 537

3 Post3(repliedaftersecond
reminderletter) 192

4 TeleptOne 33

S Personal 170

* 11



A SURVEYOFTHEREFERENDUMONTHEEEC

ResearchProjectsupportedbyaSocialScienceResearch
CouncilgranttoProfessorBoH.SHrlvikandMr.IvorN.
Crewe,DepartmntofGovernment,UnivemityofEssex

REPORT011DATACOLLECTINGANI)BASICDATAPROCESSIIIG

January1976
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Ir,:Ly1975the SS!?Cawanietiagrant(h?3523/1)toPrcfessor~b

.:.SHrivi}:aIKJ:“$.IvorCrweatthe(hiwrsityofEssexforthep-se

C!c~~U&L~~fi a studyoftheReferendumofBritain‘sJn?rr];ershipcfthe

UCu.i-,ichvmsheld5thJune1975.

~le Refe=nCmstudvwas~nductedby s&lvikmd CrewewithF&..
%%ertson(alsoofthe[Jn.ivemityofEssex)a~m-ir,vestifdtorarv~

:&..Q~thon\/FOXasth,?seniorresemofficeroftilepr~ject.

!k.~ox~ja~inchargeoftherranag,emntcftk ReferendumSurbw’

fielti~orkasw 11astheQwstionnaim

ms~nsedistri:]utionsfortileBritish

arcalso~ven.

and the codeTBook , I.:&l-fi xii

cress sectionsarpleofclectc)wl

;ASexplaineain PafiI oftl’,ereport~t)~e

fh~ascarriedoutinthefem.ofapostalsurmj.

rriiinpartoft:w fjclc?.?mfi:

Ea.lever,contacting

timw~-hpemonalinterviewswaserplcyedinafollw-wphaseundefl~=n

inordertoensm asatisfactoryresponsemte.Thispartofthefield-

work wasmnductedbytheSocialScienmResearchUnitsllOP?Wkct

ResearchLirited,The :IOPreportontheinterviewfieldorkisincluded

asPartIVir.thepresentcbcwnt.



PARTI

SAf@LE, FIELUIORK,RESPONSERATESMD DATAPROCESSING
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1. THElUIllWIKU?lSURVEYAfUI‘171L1!374UJXTIO?!SLTWL’fS- AII%LZ-WA’K

PAIJELYllJ17i

AlthoughtheReferendumstudywascarriedoutasaseparateymject

andunderaspecial-t titwasminlydesi~edasa follm-upstudy~

linkedtothesurveysofthetwoelectionsin1~74alrwacivconductedby

‘theBritishElectionStudy

WrlvikandMr.ImrCme

attheUniversityofEssex.Professorso

areProjectIHrectorswithllr.JamsJ.ltas

theChief!&eachOffioer;Mr.PnthoryFoxisSeniorResearchOfficer

intheelectionprmject.TheBritishLlecticmStucywasfinancecbyan

3SKgmnttoS3rlvikmdCr?weforastudyof“mlitim1at.ti:ude~mid

mtingbehaviourin!hita.in

Thestudyofthe1974

1964-1974/75”(iT?27~3/1).

electionscorpriscdt!me cmpcmcntsur=y

samples.Oneofthesemnsistedoftilesarpleinterviewedinbevi~i?utler’s

andZbnaldStokes’surwvofthe1970election;respondentsintiiatsaTF2e

wereinterviewedagaininthesurveyoftheFebruzy1~74elcctim.‘c-

secondcresssectionsample,representingthe1974electorate,wasirte~

viewedinm sutseqwntsurveyscarriedoutirt~,~ ...-~nrin~~l~..~ARW: of

1974duringthemnthsfollmingtheFebr~mryancWtdkr eiecticms$

respectively.TheOctcberelectionsamplealsoinciudcseiectomwhonati

reachedmtingageintheperiodbetweenthetm electionsin1974asl~e’.l

asasypplerrentaddedinordertomaintainsarplcsize.Thethirdofaur

sanplesisaspecialScottishsmplewhichcani~analysediJ-,mnjmctim.

withtheScottishpartofthenationalsamplea“.dthusprovi.x::acress

sectionsampleoftheSOotiishelectomte.~W :;~ccialZ@t~i;il sarple

wasinterviewedmlyinthesecondofthelmcelectionzurwv:Jin19711.

TheReferendumstudyisbasedontheBritis:]crms:;ectionsample(as

15



supplementedfortheOctobersurwy)andthespecialSmttishsmple.

FortheBritishcrosssectionsamplewehawthusobtainedat:lree-wave

panel survey,whilstthespecialSmttis}lsmpleformsatwo-wavepane1.

9

2. DATA(13LLCC7HIKANiMA PRLPPJWTIO)l

TheReferendumstudywascarriedout

withaccmplerentaryfolla+-upphaseinwhid~thoseWhOfale~1torespm~~

bypostwerecentactedbyinterviewr%.Thechoiceofthisparticular

designwasdeterminedbythefinancials~pmtavailableforthestud,~.

In‘hepreviouselectionstudiestheentirefielckmrkk-astinet~umu~

personalinterviews.

Theuseofthepostal

filioutthequestiomaires

certainrestrictionsonthe

thatmuldbereplicatedin

ofthequestionnaire.Giventhatforthe“rainpartofthesa~lethe

Fefer&ndunsurveyfomedathirdwaveofapanel?tudy,it!xcama

mncernofutmsti~ortancetoatiievea“hi,flhresnonscrate.ForThis

reason,itwasdecidedthatthepostalqmstiorna~P r!ust;W:mefand
..

simple,sothatitwouldmt requireITOrethanten.riv.~ttesorsofurthe

lar~emjorityoftherespondentstofillOUTt!i~~?~ resporses.“~izhthis

limitationitwasstillpossibletoinclbdeinthequer.ticnna:rcanurher

ofquestionsaskedinpreviouspanelwavesof”particularrvlcvancefor

over-tireardvsisaswellasasetofquestioris‘<i:ichccw~rx+dthemjor

16



5

aspectsofpublicdebateontheEECissueatthetirreofthe?.efemndm.

‘l-nequestionnaireanditsaccompanyinficoveYletterstorcspcnc!entsare

tobefoundinPartIIofthisreport.

ThepstalsurveystageoftheReferendumstudywasadrinisterwdby

theprojectstaffattheUniversityofEssex.Fcrtheinterviewin~work,

weusedtheservioesofa

ResearchUnit,IJOPMarket

pmfessima.1fielciuorkor~anisation,theSociai

ResearchLirrited.

Theqmstionnaimpreparedforthepostalsurw~~wasusedalsoint’:e

per=sonalinterviews.TheprojectstaffattheL’n.iversit’~ofllssex

preparedasupplementaryinstruction

theinstructicmneededtoadaptthe

contactsituation.IntetiewinFand

fortheinterviewed;thiscontained

postalaustionnaimtot??epsondl

mntactin~wascbneatpersonal

visitsor-whenpossible-ontelephone.

condugtedintheperiodfmmJuly1lthto

instructedtomkeuptofiveattemptsto

Almns7allimetiewswem

Julv21st.Interviewedwere

cmtactrespcntientsduringt??is

period.ThefieldworkorganisationwasCixnalistof549prrsc,mtohe

cmtacted;thislistcmprisedrespondentsinti~cirit~si~cm:;ssection

sanpleaswellasthespecialScottishsmple.i..total

intefiewswereconducted;thisamountsto53.4%cfall

wetriedtocontactinthefollow-uppl]ase.).Cezti1ec

interviewfieltiorkisgiwminPartIV.

ThetotalsampleoftheWferendm.studvmr.~n”sed,ineffect,ail

thosewhohadbeeninterviewedinthesum.evofthe@ct~~r:‘174c~ecti~~,,
. . .

1.e.intheBrltlshcrossSectlm.WY@east.J~ll asint]lespecialScott:.,;h

sample.’:Thesampleisth~basedonthel?7Lielectoralrep~.:t~rand

*Forfurther&tailsontheOctober1974sarple,see:
TheBritishElectionStudyofOct&er1974.Yet!:f>dolo@UiFl?i)Crt, XPP-73prll1915 17
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inclu&sonlyindividualseligibletovoteatthetimofthef)ctoher1974

election.IJeithertheentran~ofyounginterswhobecarreeli~ibleto

voteduringtheperioduptotheReferendm.,norotherchange~whiti

affectedtheelectomlregistem(likemrtality,immigration,emigratim

etc.)am reflectedinoursanple.Ingemral,thisdiscrepan~between

oursampleandthe

mrethanasfi@t

naturallybetaken

actualelectorateinJune1975isnotlikel:ytonaw

andnegligible”effectonthedata.Butitmust

intoaccountinanalysesinvolvin~anyclassifications

accordingtoa&,sincetheyoungeragegroupsmustberelatiwlyunde~

sizedbe-meoftheexclusionofnewinters.Inmnclusion,onefurther

limitationofthesmpleshouldbencted:althouft-:werefertoourmain

sampleasa

Scotlandto

Britishc-s sectionsample,itc!cesnotincludet!epartof

thellorthoftheCaledonianCanalandl;orthemIreland.

Theorganisationofthefielmorkwas&terrinedbytheairof

CO1lettingdatafromthelargestp=siblepartofthesamlethmu~

q=stionnairesreturnedbyrail.Inthefirststa~,questicmai.res::ere

sentouttoallrespondmtsintlhesample.Theseqmstionmimswere

mailedbyfirstclasspestonthedayofthe~efc~n<m.(Thumc!ay,5t~]

June)soastoreadmstoftheresponckntsbytheweekend.Subsequntiy,

tworeminderlettersweresentout(ontk 13thJuneand20t;]June,

respectiwly)toresponcktiswhohadnotalreadyreplied.Femrdscnthe

numberofquestionnaires

torespmdentscontained

(revisedforeachofthe

returnedwe=keptona(iailybasis.Allrail

acopyofthequestionnaire,anexphnato~letter

reminderlette=),anda~tarpdaiiaaddressed

responseenvelope.‘hetextofthe

bytheincl=ionofthenamofthe

mailingoftherendmkrletterswas

semndrerinckrletterwaspersonalised

addressees(“DearMr....“).The

tiredsot?~attheze‘weresentwhena

sharpdropinthenunberofinmmingresponselcnersiridicatedthatthe
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effectofthepretious

de~timinthetiminfi

reachresponckntsj-t

letter

ofthe

before

hadbeenfullyexploited;afurtheramsi-

remin&rletterswasthattheywereto

aweekend.Atthetinewhentlweffectof

thesemndmninckrlettercouldbemqgistered,itwasdeci&dthatno

sigpifi-tincreaseinM mqmnsemte couldbeachiewedthrough

fuxthermninckrI.ette=.Thisisto

thest= whenfollcw-upeffortswere

personalumtactingbyintetiewing.

saythatthefielchm’khairwached

tobeundertakenintheformof

Afurthercmsiderationinthis

contextwastiatitwas&simbletoti.m-sbedule

worksoasto&e surethatitcouldbea)npl.eted

theinterwies~field-

beforethegeneral

holiday~riod,whenmnypotentialrespondentswouldbelikelytok ~ay

fmmhone.

Forreasonsofcmt,wedidrotattempt tomntactresponckntsin

thespecialScottishsarplewlmliwsdnorthoftheCaleckx&nGrml

throu@in~rviewers.Instead,athirdreminderletterwassenttothe

smllnmberofrespon&ntsinthisareawhohadnotalreadyreplied.

3. ‘I’mRESPONSEIWlz

Forourcrosssecticmsanpleofrespmdentsinterviewedinthe

October1974electionstu~,axespmsetieof89.5%wasattained.In

thissarrpie,wethusobtainedxetuxnedrailqwstionnairesfxxm.1914(81%).

Furthenrore,171=spondentswenEintewiewcdatperscnalvisits,whilst

33personswereinterviewedowerthetelephcne;t?lm,intotal,thefbllm-

upphaseyiel&d203mnpletedinteti-(9%).me =swnseinthe

specialScottishsamplewassli@tlyl-r:mspon..eswemobtaimdfrcm

86%ofthissmple.
19 ‘



Thepmgmssofthefieldmrkisilluminatedbythefollming

table.he tablemmprisestheBritishCIQSSsecticmsanple(responcknts

interviewedintheOctoberelecticnstu@).Rer=ntagesinthelemt

colunnsh~W therespmseratewaspushedq.wamkthro@eadof the

stagesofthefiel&ork,whilstthemiddlecolunnshmJstheperumtags

distributimofallintefiewedowerthecategoriesinthetableIWS;

nmbersofindividualsam @*n inthemlumtotherightinthetable.

Itshouldbekeptinmindthattk responseratesgiwninthe

pre=dingp~a@ refercxdytothosei.nditidualsintheOctobersurvey

withwhcminterviewswerecauiuctedinthatstudv.Onealternativeway

ofilluminatingtheeffectofrim-responseonthetotalOctotirsurvey

sanpleistousethetotaln@erofrespondmtsinthatsanpleasabase.

TheBritishcrossse~cmsmpleintheOctober1974electimstu@

mn@sed3,208individualswhowerecmsickredwithintheactualscope

ofthefieldvorkopenatim(~. excludingpersonsontheoriginalsample

listwhowext?foundtohaveck~ased,orhadrovedandcouldnotbetramd

andalso“caseswhentheho-e

ckmlished,etc.).Ofthese,

electionstudy.

indicatedontheack!resslist

74%wereactuallyintewlewed

hadbeen

intheOctder

Inorderto=lculatethecsm’allresponseratesthzw@thevarious

stagesoftheth~ave paml,cmmayusetheoriginalsanpleofthe

Febmary1974electionstudyasthebasetie.~lisinclu’~datotalof

34@individuals;afterexclwiaof&=ase,peoplewhohadrmvecabroad

andas wherehousesontheaddm?sslisthadbeendenmlishcdetc.this

nunberisreducedto3334.Ofthisnetsample,74%weminterviewedin

theFebruaryelectionstu~,and57%wemintemiewdintheOctokr

electionstu@.Th-tkm w= alossazxmtingto17%oftlw original’20
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Fkqmnse~te
attheendof I@spondentsby ihadxr
eachstageof timeandtypeof of
thefieIdwork: interview:percent, individuals

cumulativeperoent

Initialpcstal
q=stimnaire
returned

Questionnaire
ret-dafter
firstremin&r
letter

Qwsticmmim
returnedafter
seccndreminckr
letter

Intetiewedin
follw-upphase

50%

73%

81%

904

56% 1,185

537

1s2

203

TOTAL ●* Km% 2,117

Percenta&base 2,365 2,117$: ..

%te:‘heactualnmberofreturnedquestionnaircs(bymst
orthmu@pmonalintetiews)was2,123.Becauseofrimr
slippa&sbetweentheregisterofmmr@d fieldWOWforthe
Octoberstu@andthenwberof -es which‘.*Ractually
includedintheOctoberelectimdataset,thenrherof
Referendmstudyroseswhidcouldbemergedwiththepane1
datasetamountsto2,117,i.e.thenurrberFivminthetable
abow.

,,
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net sanplef- thefirsttotheseccmdpmel

ofind.itidualswhowerenolm~r“withinthe

wa~;ofthis

scope”ofthe

14%cmsisted

fieldxx’k

sanple(ck=ased,homeatlistedaddress&mlished,hadnmmdandcould

noth traoed),whilst3$couldbeclassifiedas“non-response”inastrict

sense.Finally,afterthecmpletionoftheRefenmdunstudywestill

retain,51%ofthe Febmarynetsampleasrespcn&ntswhosezmswerswere

obtaimdalsoh thethifiwawofthepmel.Takentogetherthesefigures

ilhis~e~ aparelsaxpleisaffectedby

l=seswhi&arecawednotmlybyoutri@t

like~ogmphicalmbil.ityandxeckwlopmt

&athsandemigratim.Thedatasho~d

reasmswhyitwasconsickmdamnem

thixd pmelwa=insutiaw~ thatthe
.

originalsarplewastobe= limitedas

also

apro~mssivesequen=of

ref=alsbutalsobyfactdrs

ofhousingareasaswellas

servetoillm.inatethe

ofutrmxt irpotim=todesignthe

furtherobliterationofthe

pc6sible.

4. DATAPROCESSING

Thedatagatheredthroughthe~ferendumstudyhasbeenmdedin

accordmcewitithemdeM& ccnventimsappliedintbBritishLlectim

Study.Ihedataaresto~dintheSPSSsysterr.fileformatwithamachine

madabl.ecockbodc.Forpamlanalysispurposesdatafilescqmki.~
therefe~dunstudys -11~ theelectionstudieshavebeencreated.

TheCm&BodfortheRef&mndmstudyisincluaedasPartIIIof

the~nt report.

22
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5. Tl+EREFERENDUMVOTE:INTHESAMPLEANDINTHEENTIREELECTORATE

Intheelectorate,theYesvoteamuntedto67%ofallvotescast

intheWferendm,whilstthet{oalternatiwmm~.ved33%ofthetie.

Theturnoutwas64%ofalleligibletovote.

data,

votes

Thedistributiminthesampleisgivenkelcw.AsisseenfHXnthis

theYesalternativeremived72%md the;~oalternatiw.28%ofthe

amngthosewhoparticipatedintheReferendmandpmvidetiinfoma-

tionabouttheirmtingtioiu=.TheYes

bythesample.Theturnout(82%)inthe

higherthmintheelectorate.Thefact

proportionisscrminatoverestimated

sampleisfurthermoreconsickrably

thatiiorchemIrelanljandtheFam

ofScotlandtotheNorthoftheCalecimianCanalaremt CC-V’C:redbythe

sanpleshouldofcoursebekeptinrrindinthiscmtext,buttheeffectof

thisexclusionm theperentagesforthesanplemustheveq.’slight.On

thewhole,thediscrepan~betweenthesanpleam!theelec~:c!-arer.mz,

therefore,bedu tootherfactors.Thenaturecfthesefactcmwillneeti

tobeilluni.natedbyfurthersubstantiwamlysc~cFt!:cd=taraterial.

RespondentsV.T,O
Perant: participatedin
AllrespondentstheReferendumanc

reportedtheirvotes

Voted“Yes” 59% ~~%

Voted“No” 23% 283
Didno~answer
qwstionabout
voting o ● 0
Didnotmte 18% ..

TUI’AL 100% 100’3
Pe~rrtagebase 2117 ;729
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THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY Dewrtme.t of Government

THE BRITISH ELECTION STUDY AT THE
W,venhoaPark

UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX
Colclwster C04 3S0

Tel Colchesmr (0206) 44144Exr 2272

5 June 1975

You may remmber that an interviewer working for the Brltlsh Electlon
Study vlslted you after the last general electlon. You very kindly
agreed to talk to us, for which we thank you again

We are now conducting the final part of our study and this concerns
the Referendum on the Conmr3nMarket (EEC) This tlm? wewlll be
very brief. We are not asking for an lntervlew, but we would be
most grateful lf you could spare us a few minutes to fill in the
enclosed form In order to help us complete our study.

You WI1l find the form easy and quick to fill in All you have to do
1s tick a few boxes Please use our sta~ed and addressed envelope
and return the form to us wlthln the next few days.

We need your answers to these questions so that we can accurately
describe people’s views in Brltaln over the last year For this we
need replles both from people who voted and from those who dld not.
This research IS entirely lnpartlal and has nothing to do with the
Governnt?nt or any polltlcal organlsatlon Your nam and address W111
be kept strictly confidential.

Thank you very much for your help, now and in the past

&s2&& /vu&

Professor B. Sarlvlk Mr 1. Crewe

QYW$$N&%

Mr. D. Robertson
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THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY Department of Government

THE BRITISH ELECTION STUDY AT THE W,venhoePark

UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX
ColchesterC04 3S0

Tel Colchcscer (0206) 44144Exc 2272

June 1975

About a week ago we sent you a brief form WI th some questions concerning
the recent Referendum on the Cotmnon Market.

If you have already returned the form you need pay no further attention
to this letter, but we would llke to take this opportunity to thank you
once again for your help.

If you have not returned the form, we would be most grateful If YOU could
find a few minutes to fill lt in and send lt back to us WI thin the next

We enclose a second copy of the form and another stamped and
;*e~ envelope. It does not matter whether you fill In this copy or
the one which we sent you previously.

The form 1s very short and straightforward. Your answers w1ll be used
only for statistical tables and we do assure you that your nam?, address
and replles w1ll be treated in the strictest confidence.

The purpose of our study IS to pmvlde an accurate and lmpartlal picture
of Brltlsh publlc oplnlon on the Cormnon Market and other issues over the
past year. This must reflect all the dlfferent views held by people in
this country. There forw, we ne~to tear from as many as possible of
those who have previously helped In our study, whether they voted in the
Referendum or not, and whether or not they personally had any strong
feellngs about the matter. This 1s why we are asking you and all the
others whom we interviewed after the last general electlon to help us
again ncw .

Thank you 1n advance for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. D. Robertson
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THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY Department of Co.er. merl

lHf BRIII\H ELECTION \TIJDY AT THE
W!venbe Park

(<DIVERSITY OF ESSEX
Colcheswr c04 3s0

Tel Colchcsccr (02061 44144EAc 217?

June 1975

We hope you don’t nnnd If we call your attention once again to the short
form which we sent you a llttle while ago In connection with the recent
Referendum on the Commm Market. We would Indeed be imst grateful 1 f you
could spare Just a few minutes to fill In the form and return It to us.

For your convenience we enclose another copy of the form and a sta~ed and
addressed envelope,

All you have to do to answer the questions 1s put In a few ticks. If there
1s any qwestlon that you feel unable to answer, Just leave lt blank and go
on to the next.

Thank you In advance for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Professor B. Sarlwk

Mr D Robertson

L c~
Mr I. Crewe

P.S. If you have returned the form in the last few days, please pay no
attention to thls letter. Thank you for your help.
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THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY Oep=tment of Govwn, n, ,,1

THE BRITISH ELECTION STUDY AT THE Wwenhc+ Park

UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX
Colchester C04 3S0

Tel Colche\rc, (0206144 (44[. ! /’

—

I/ehope you don’t mind 1f we call your attention to the short form
whl ch we sent you a l~ttle wh~le ago In connection with the recent
Referendum on the Contnon Market. We would Indeed be most grateful If
YOU could spare JUSt a few minutes to fill In the form and return It to
us. This w1ll be the last time we w1ll need to trouble you, and you
would really do us a gn~favour by helplng us to co~lete this study.

For your coilvenlence we enclose another copy of the form and a s’
and addressed envelcpe.

All you have to do to answer the questions 1s put in a few ticks,
there IS any quest}on that you feel mable to answer, Just leave
and go on to tie next.

amped

If
lt blank

The purpose of our study IS to provide an accurate and l~artl al picture

of Brltlsh ptillc ~lnlon on the Conrmon Market and other Issues over the
past year. This must reflect all the different views held by people in
Scotland as well as the rest ofiltain. Therefore, we need to hear
from as many as possible of those who have previously helped in our study,
whether they voted in the Referendum or not, and whether or not they
personally had any strong feelings about the matter.

This IS why we are asking you and all the others whom we interviewed
after the last General Election to help us again new. Thank you in

advance for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Professor B. Sarlvlk

Enc.

28
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REml RESKMENTSERIALNUMBER...*..*****.............

Question1

~a YOUmad~
senttoeveryone

oftheofficialleafletsabuttheCurrronMarketthatwere
_ the~t?

mm2 READU)VEIWFIZNTLEAFLET...***.*.**●*.**..**.*●

1 Yes

2No

9 DK/NA

REm3 READ‘N3’LEAFLlx
●.****=**. ●.***.

1 Yes

2 140

9 WNA

REF34 KAD‘YES’LEAFLET
●.....~.*●.**.**

1 Yes

2 ;Jo

9 DK/1’lA

910

1193

14

1197

906

14

1261

842

14

Question2 Wms REFERENMIllFUI’URE
●.*****.*....**....

hcwb youfeelabouthavingreferendumvotesonotherthingsinthefuture?

1 Weshouldmt holda referendum
on~hing else 549

2 Referendumvotesslmddbeheld
occasionally,butonlyonserious
rotters 1363

(Continmdonnextpm) 30



3 Referendummtesshouldbeheld
fairlyoften 175

9 IX/w 30

Question3 REF06 DECISIONSOFEECANDBRITAIN
●.******.*..●*.******,.●....

Wingin the OmnmnMarketmans
decisionsmustbetakenwiththe
thinkthiswillaffectBritain’s

1

2

3

9

thatBritainwillhawtoacceptthatmny
appxxwlofothermuntries.HW doyOU
bestinterest?

Onthewholeitwillbeagpod
thing 987

Onthewholeitwillbeabad
thing 478

Itwillmt rottermcneitherway 606

lx/NA 46

Question4 REm7 REFERENDWVOTE.***..****. ● .**

TheReferetiunVute:W& waydidyourote?

1 VotedYes

2 VotedNo

5 Didnotmte

9 M/NA

Question5 REK)8 VOTEDRIQ-iTWAY
●***********●**

‘Whenyouwted,hm surewereyouthatyouvwtecitherightway?

1 VerySure

2 FairlySure

3 NotVerySure

5 Didw vote

9 Ix/14A

1242

487

374

14

679

656

203

374
5
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Question6 wm9 MILbllAXIIXIJONVOTi;
●***********●**.....

tw longagodidyoudecidethat youwoulddefinitelyvotethewayYOUdid?

1 Alongtimeago

2 SOITEtim thisyear

3 OnlyalittlebeforetheReferendum

5 Didnutvote

9 lX/IiA

(@stion7 Iwlo WbiTERMS
●..******

ThisSpringtheGovernmentnegotiatednew
WhenYoudecidedW tovote,andwhether
thetiwtermrake?

1

2

3

9

termwiththeComonMarket.
tovote,howmuchdifferencedid

Thenewterm
tolm

Thenewterms
famumbleto

Themw terns
famurableto

IX/lu

Question8 REF1l IZCANDPFJCES.**....**.*.*.

Peoplehavedifferentviewsaboutha beingin
prices.

1

769

481

486

374
7

mdenodiffemnce
1317

mdem mm
thetim~et 607

madem less
theC~=arket 118

75

theCcmmnI’kketwillaffect

BeingintheCcrmnMarketwillmake
ittiredifficulttostoprising
prices

BeingintheCamonYietwillmake
iteasiertostoprisingpric=

i3eingintheComnnMarketwiilmt
mkemuchdifferenceeitherway—

M

NA

616

321

970

188

22
, 32



Question9 REF12

Howwlldoyouthinkthe
risingprices?

Question10 REF13

Genemallyspeakingdoyou
partythantoanyother?

~uestion11 RlX14

IJWURHANDLINGOFPFUCZS
●***e*******●*********.*●

LabourGovernmnthashandledtheproblemof

1 verywell

2 Fairlywell

3 Notverywell

4 Not atallwell

81X

9NA

PARTYIDIWTIFICATION
●*.**.***.*.........

thitiofyourselfasbeingclosertoonepolitical

64

479

891

581

88

14

1

2

3

4

6

7

9

Cmservative 762

Labour 756

Liberal 228

SW 31

OtherParty 16

None 333

NA 21

STKENGI’HOFPAR’iYIEENITFICATIO!4
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Andhw stronglydoyousupportthe-prtyyouhawticked?

1 Verystrongly

2 Fairlystrongly

3 Notverystrongly

9 m/IiA

436

918

514

249

. 33



Question12

Ple=egivearmkoutoftenforeachofthefollaingpartiesaccmdingto
ha nuchorhcwlittleyoulikethem.

REF15 CY3NS12RVAHVEW OUTOFTEN
●**.*******.8....*..*..*●***

o

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

99

154

46

117

108

217

326

198

219

360

101

127

lwi’wl lw’1

REF16 LABOURMARKOUTOFTER.***.*..*...**.*.,..**

o

1

2

3“

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

99 DK/lw

i45

54

14E

169

236

278

221

169

284

100

’151 34
164



m17

R.EF18

LIBERALMARKOWOFTEN
●***.*******●a******.8*

o

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

99 Ix/1’w

SNPMARKOUTOFTEN
●******.***m●****..

o

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

99 DK/NA

197

95

189

190

264

358

260

150

117

40

20

237

38

6

12

7

16

27

21

12

21

6

10

, 35



Question13 REF19 TRWTIABOUR9******.*..*
Thi*ng*W all tie thingsagmemmnthastohandle,howfardoyoufeel
thatyoucanrelyonthebbourGovemumnttodowhatisright?

1 Usuauy 402

2 Pbstofthetime 695

3 onlyml?ely 965
9 Ix/N/! 55

Question14 REF20 TRU3TC13NSERVATIVES\
●********..........

howfarcbyoufeelyoucouldrelyontheGovemmnttob whatisrightif
theConservativeswereinpmer~?

1 Uswllly 400

2 Most oftk time 819

3 onlymrdy 832

9 IWNA 66

Question15

~ihichsideintherefemndmdoyouthinkthesegroupssupported?

REF21 13U31NESS-SIDEINREFERENDUM..**..*,**.●***........*..*

1 Yes

2 Evenlydivided

3N0

9 Ix/NA

REF22 TWSIIZINREF12RENE01
●***.*.****..........

1 Yes

2 Evenlydivided

3N0

9 Ix/NA

15S?6

272

40

209

293

697

807

320
. 36



REF23

REF24

REF25

REF26

REF27

LAEOURMPS-SIDEINFEFERENDW4
●***********●..***.....*●****

1 Yes

2 Evdy &vi&d

3 No

9 IXnw

CXMSERVATTVEMPS-SIDEINREFERENIMI
●bm*a**.*9*.**.*.**...●***.*.**.*.,

659

1051

167

240

1 Yes 1515

2 Ewnlydivided 352

9 I)K/w 220

LIBERALMPS-SIDEINREIEREN7XM
●*9..***..*.*.............●...

1 Yes

2 Ewnlydivided

3 No

9 Ix/NA

PARLUMNT-SILXINREFERMDUM
●.*9.*.*.**..............*.*.

1 Yes

2 Evmlydivided

3N0

9 Jx/NA

CA31NEX’-S1LX1;;FUTFMMMl
●**.**.**....**.**.**..*..

1 Yes

2 Ewfiydivided

3 No

9 DK/NA

1172

382

60

503

1226

414

22

455

1070

687

25

335
. 37



REF28 NKt’UREOFREPLY
●*********O* ● **

1

2

3

4

5

Mst1(rwpliedtofirst
qustionnaimletter) 1185

Post2(repliedafterfirst
tinderletter) 537

P@t3(repliedaftersecond
reminderletter) 192

Telephone 33

Personal 170

. 38
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INTRODUCTION

The Social Research Unit at NOP Market Research Llmlted was

conrmssloned by the Brltlsh Referendum Study to contact and

lntervlew members of a large panel of respondents who had not

responded to a postal quest lonnalre.

In total 687 nams were passed on to NOP Market Research with

the alm of achlevlng as many interviews as possible either by

telephone or face to face contact However, before f~eldwork

was comnenced, and to some extent, while fieldwork was In progress

a trickle of postal questionnaires returned to the Brltlsh

Referendum Study at the Unlverslty of Essex These were deleted

from the sample of names to be contacted as soon as poss.lble

Inevltably, a few 1ntervlews were conducted W1th respondents who

had also posted a self-completion questlonnd; re but these have

been removed from the returns and are not counted In the overal 1

report on fieldwork Taking Into account these deletlons

NOP Market Research attempted to contact 549 respondents

FIELOWORK REPORT

The fieldwork for the survey was conducted between July 1ltb -

July 21st 1975 Some interviews were conducted after thl: date,

for example, In the case of respondents returning from hollday or

the re-dlrectlng of questionnaires to trace respondents who had

roved to different parts of the country However, at least 95”:

of the total interviews were carried out in the main fieldwork

period
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The followlng table gives a break down of fieldwork in terms of

contact rate, looklng at both the total sample and the various

regions The basic contact rate was 53% with Scotland, London

and the South being the main areas of low contact

scot-
A11 land North—.

Sample size G 198 121

Complete interviews No 293 98 74

(%) (53 4) (49 5) (61 2)

Non-contacts t+O. 256 100 47

(%) (46 6) (51 5) (38 8)

Midlands &
Wales

84

49

(58 3)

35

(41 7)

London
S.E &
E Anglla

146

72

(49 3)

74

(51 7)

Clearly much of the non-contact was due to the nature of the panel

Since the previous lntervlew In October 1974 ninny people had nmved and

the panel decay was inevitably nmre substantial armngst the residual

sample that tiOP was attempting to contact Further, panel members

had been SUbJeCt to two extensive Interviews and arongst some there

was resentment and hostlllty which reflected Itself In non-coo perat~~n

by not sending back the postal questionnaire and refusing ~ persona:

lntervlew

The followlng table suimnarlses the reasons for non-contact of the

256 respondents we could not 1ntervlew



Sample size

Refused

Moved

On hollday

Not available after
5 calls

Too 111

In hospital

House empty

Dead

Not accounted for

Other reasons

(% In brackets)

Al1

256

(2;67)

(1:38)

(1;88)

(1;39)

(127)

(277)

(250)

(028)

(&76)

(;30)

scot-
land

100

26

9

28

16

4

3

1

1

6

6

North

47

16

4

3

4

5

2

2

1

5

5

Midlands
& Wales

35

12

12

2

1

0

1

1

0

-!

~

E Anglla
SE&SW
The South

74

22

18

5

12

3

1

0

2

10

The effective contact rate, excludlng the rovers and the dead from the

sample size, was alnmst 60% It should be stressed at this point that

up to five attempts were made to contact respondents The fieldwork

period colnclded with the main holldayperlod for several of the

Scottish sampl lng points and this explalns the importance of this reason

for non-contact in Scotland.
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NOP/8690

REFERENDUM RECALL SURVEY

INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTIONS

BACKGROUND

This survey 1s being conducted on behalf of the Unlverslty of Essex.
They are undertaking a maJor research proJect into the polltlcal attitudes
and behaviour of the Brltlsh population, looklng especially at how these
change over t~me. In order to look at changes in attitude they decided
to set up a panel of respondents to be re-interviewed at the time of
maJor pol I tlcal events

These respondents were first interviewed at the time of the February
General Electlon last year and again Just after the October electlon
On both occasions the respondents were asked a long and detailed
questionnaire.

When the E.E.C. Referendum came along, the research team at Essex needed
to look at the way thelr respondents had reacted to the referendum and
what changes 1n attltudes took place

This was attempted lnltlally by sending a short self-completion
questionnaire to al1 thel r respondents. However, approximately 600 people
dld not reply NOP were then asked to try to contact these people and the
sample 1~st you have received contains the names of respondents In your
area who must be contacted

METHOD

You must interview only the named person on your sample llst. The interview
can be conducted either by personal v~slt, or, If possible by telephone.
Interv~ews must be conducted between July llth - 21st and work must be
returned to NOP by 23rd July at the latest. You must mke up to five
attempts to contact each person during the fieldwork period These calls
should be spread over various times of the day as well as week-days and
weekends. If you find a respondent 1s on hol lday, please notify head office
and keeo the auestlonnalre for that Derson so that an attemDt can be made to
conduct” the lntervlew when they retu;n from hollday.

THE SAMPLE LIST

The sample 1lsts, in general , contain addresses that
together. However, in some cases two constl tuencles
and there may be a 1lttle extra travel lnvolved

are fairly close
have been added together

Some names have been crossed out on the 1lst. This 1s because their postal
questionnaire eventually came back after the 11st was prepared.

A few names are marked W1th an ‘M’ Thls lndlcates that the respondent may
have nmved. P1ease attempt to make a contact and Tf the respondent has
nmved obtain a forwarding address and telephone number
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If the new address 1s fairly close try to get an lntervlew there.
If you can get a new phone number try to obtain the interview by phone.
If you can not get the lntervlew please pass on the information about
the new address to head office

Do not lntervlew anyone except the named person on the sample 1 ist.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

You must complete and return a front page for every name on your sample
llst This front page contains detal 1s of the respondent, the number of
cal1s made, and in the case of non-contacts, the reason for non-contact.
One front page must be returned for every name on your sample 1lst.

Remember to record the five-dlglt ldentlflcatlon number from the sample
llst onto the front page and the main questionnaire.

The Main Questlonnalre

l?Iisquestionnaire was not originally &signed for interviewers, but for
respondents to conplete themselves in a postal survsy, so PLEASEW
THESE NOTES CAP.XFULLY.

If you >nterview the resmndent In the hems, always hsnd him or her a

clean, blsnk COPY of the q~stlonna~re, so that he or she can follow
the tsxt snd rsad the response alternatives. In all cases, but in
telephone interviews in particular, all response alternatives must be
read out very carefully.

Respondents have been asked to tick boxes In rsply to qusstions.
HmeVSr, wherever a CC& nmber appears besids the taxes & should

put a ring round the appropriate nmber instead of a tick. Othezwise
use ticks. If the nply is ‘“00n’t knew” and there is no “NO OPINION”
box, write in “D. K.” Replies which are unlike sny of the response

alternative should be written in on the qmstiomsirs, but always try
to mde the rssponse alternative which IS closest to the respondent’s
own rsply. More general ccmnsnts on the Referendum or on the questions

may be written in the ommants space at the end of the questionnaire.

Because the qmstionnaire was dsslgned for the respondent to c.mplete,

its style is a little different from those which You usually hro?s. In
particular, words and phrsses which would normally be used in m inter-
view questionnaire to assist the flow of question md mswr have been
omitted from tie text. You will need to insert such phrases yourself.

‘l’henotes bslow offer suggestions of the kind of phrases we would like

you to use. Please remuber to keep these phrases short and neutrsl—.
Fit them into the text but never chsnge the existing wording of qusstlons
or anstiera.

e.g. After Q3, . . . . . How & you think this will
affect Britsin’s best interests?”

zneert the phrase “ IX) YOU THINK THAT”

ad reed out reeponee “On the whola it will b a good thing”

alternatzvee “On the whole it will be a bad thing. ..“

Cmd soon

When you havs finished reading these notes, please go through the
questionnaire a cuuple of times to be sure that you know where these
phrsses ars required. :3
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WYITS ON PAS?XICUIAR OUESTIONS

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q7

Q8

Q1O

Q12

Q15

*k the respondent tiOut ea* Of the leaflets in tu~ -d Put a

tid against aach of those that was read. Introduca each of

the leaflets with the phrase “DID YOU READ. ..?”

It may help to remtnd responcknts that the Government’s “NEW
~AL IN EUROPE” was printed In red, white and blu and the other

two were in ye11OW and brown.

If m leaflet was read, please try to distinguish between a
respondent rmt readin~ the leaflets and not _ them.

Insert the phrase ’00 YOU THINK” , B~ on no account offer any

exauples of things on which Nefemndum votes mitit be held.

Insert the phrase “LO YOU TNINK THAT.. .”

Introduce this by saying “AND MM WE CONS TO THE REFERENDUM
V3Ts. ” If the respondent d~d not vnte, ring co& 5 in this
and the next two questions and g to Q7.

Insert the phrase “WOULD YOU SAY ...7“

Insert the phrase “tllYOU THINK ...?”

Notice that we are not talking about how the respondent voted in
the last General El=ion, or hcw he would vote if one were held

now, but talking in general about his attachment to a political
party .

In this queetion read both the initial statement md the itali-
cised instruction. Take each party in turn and ask-

“wRAT NAM OU’rOF T5N WOULD YOU GIVZ THE Conservati w

Party ?....”

ANn “NHAT w 0~ UF TEN WOULD YOU GIVE TRE
LabOur Party>. ..“

and so on.

k!arks mrrespond to the old- fashioned ❑arking eystem used in
srlmols:- O for souethxng awful, 10 for something =ry good
indeed. Here we are marking the parties. If need be, explain
it in these terms.

“Mainly YES” means that the group was in favour of Britain
staying in the Common Market I “nainly tW$’ that it was against.

Take each group in turn and ask the question like this:-

“which side in the Referendum do you think these groups
supported? Business and Industry , WAS IT mainly for
YH, fairly evenly divided, or mainly for NO? ....
And the Trade Unione) WERE THEY mainly for Y5S?, ...“

h soon as you have co~leted the interview, write the fi--digit

identi fxcation number which ap~ars besi~ the r=~pn~nt’s na= On
the samPle list in the five boxes in the top right-hand corner of 45
the main quesclonnalre and the front page
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Cbtes of Fieldwork

Fieldwork should be carried out between July llth - July 21st.
Al1 work must be returned to NOP head office by July 23rd at the

Iw!!EQ
Payment will be
for mileage and

Equipmst

made on an hourly basis, with additional clalms a
telephone interviews

atest

1owed

Sample llst
Front pages (one for each name and one extra)
k!ain questionnaire (one for each name and two extra)
Expense form
REcord sheet
Return envelope
Instructions
Letter from Essex Unlverslty

Remlrider

Please remember when completing the questlonnal re to ring the number code
beside the answer given. Only tick the box at Q1 and Q15 where no number
codes are given.

e.g. If at Q4 the respondent said he dld not vote - you would ring the
answer code 5

4

—.

The Referendum Vote

Which way dldyou vote?

Please twk one box only

IvotedYES

L

1

IvotedNO— 2

I d!d not vote 5 .1

F1 nal1y, when returnl ng your work to NOP remember to secure the front page
and the main questionnaire to each other, preferably with a staple.

Good luck with

JOHN O’BRIEN

the 1ntervlewlng.

P.s. Enclosed with your work are letters from the research team at Essex
You may leave these with the respondents, and use them to establlsh
your credentials. 46



THE BRITISH REFERENDUM STUDY Depm_tment of Government

lliE BRITISH ELECTION STUDY AT THE Wwenhoa p~~k

UNlvERSITY OF ESsEX Colchester C04 3S0

Tel Colchesccr (0206)44144Ex,2272

July 1975

We would be most grawful Indeed If you would be kind enough to spare
our Interviewer a few minutes to help us complete our study of the
Refermdum. After this lntervlew please Ignore the form which we sent
you by post som tlm ago.

The bearer of this letter IS a trained interviewer from National Oplnlon
Polls Llml ted, authorised by us to help conduct our research.

These interviews about the RefeRndum are the last part of a proJect which
has Involved over five thousand electors throughout Brltaln. The purpose
of our study 1s to provide an accurate and lmpartl al picture of Brltlsh
publl c oplnlon on the Conmon Market and other issues over the past year.
This must reflect all the different views held by people in this country.
We therefore? need to hear from as many as possible of those who have
PWV1OUS1Y helped in our study, whether they voted In the Referendum or
not, and whether or not they pemonally had any strong feellngs about the
matter. This is why we an asking vou and all the others whom we inter-
viewed after the last General Electlon to help us again nw.

The research 1S entlt-ely lmpartlal and has nothing to do with the Government
or any polltlcal party. Your name, address and answers W1 11 be kept
strictly confidential .

Yours sincerely,

E.snQ&
Professor B. Sarlvlk Mr. 1. Crewe

Mr. 0. Robertson
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Serial No

Interviewer No.

NOP/8690

REFERENDUM RECALL SURVEY

PLEASE TRANSFER THE FOLLOWING DETAILS FROM THE SAMPLE LIST.

1

NAME OF RESPONDENT

ADDRESS

SERIAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER FROM THE SAMPLE LIST I I

This number must also be written In at the top of
the main questlonnal re in the space provided

cONSTITUENCY NAME

RECORD OF FIELDWORK

Date T1me personal or Telephone

1st Call

2nd Call

3rd Call

4th Cal 1

—

IF CONTACT

Length of
lntervlew

Personal
0

Telephone
u

5th Call I

rIF NON CONTACT

Reason for non contact

Refused ------------------ 1
Dead --------------------- 2
Moved -------------------- 3
House empty /demol lshed --- 4

On hollday -------------- 5
In hospl tal ------ ------- 6

Too 111 ----------------- 7
Not available after

4+ calls -------------- 8
Other (WRITE IN) -------- 9

I

CHECKING RECORD

Inltal Date

Interviewer

Accompanied

Field Check

Edit Check

NOTES

48
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