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As a result of a detailed validation carried out during the production of the Health Survey for England 
(HSE), 2008, the following error has been identified in the Health Survey for England series.  The 
error pertains to childhood obesity data for the years 1995 to 2007 inclusive and will affect all 
publications during these years. 
 
Between 1995 and 2007 there was an error which meant that small numbers of children that should 
have been classified as either ‘overweight’ or ‘obese’ were omitted from these categories because of 
rounding of age and Body Mass Index (BMI) thresholds. The revised percentages of those who were 
overweight in each year differ by less than 0.1 to 0.8 percentage points and for those who were 
obese in each year they differ by less than 0.1 to 1.1 percentage points from those originally 
published, and 0.3% to 1.2% of children in each year were misclassified. In no cases were results 
significantly different from those presented previously.  
 
An updated version of the following latest trend table for 1995 to 2007 has therefore been published: 

Children Table 4, Children's overweight and obesity prevalence, by survey year, age-group and 
sex. 

 
This table gives revised figures for children’s overweight and obesity prevalence for 1995 to 2007, as 
included both in the main reports and separate trend table publications.   
 
References to these figures within the publications have not been corrected, as the changes are 
small and will be corrected in the next HSE report which is expected to be published in December 
2009.  Figures within the reports, referring to the children’s categories of overweight or obese may be 
slightly different, but none are significantly different.  All figures in the Health Survey for England 
2008 (expected to be published on 17th December 2009), main report and trend tables will be 
calculated using the correct methodology and the time series data for 1995 to 2007 will all be 
updated using the correct methodology.   
 
This note has been agreed with the HSE contractors, the National Centre for Social Research. 
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