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Views of home, neighbourhood and moving - overview 
 
 
1. Home 

How satisfied or dissatisfied they are with the home and to rate the following aspects: 
External design, internal design, decoration, kitchen facilities, bathroom facilities, 
storage space, number of rooms, room size, garden. (nb list of topics changed between 
02/03 and 03/04) 

The effectiveness of: 
Hot water system, heating, insulation and draught proofing, security measures. (nb list 
of topics changed between 02/03 and 03/04)

Whether they have smoke detectors, if yes, what type. 

Whether it is easy or difficult to meet running costs, how they pay for fuel, and the 
adequacy of heating  

What is most important to them when thinking about there home. (nb Only asked in 02/03) 

 
Their view of  the state of repair of their home and if they are satisfied with this. 

2. Neighbourhood 
What they think of their neighbourhood in general, and if they have had problems with: 
Noise, crime, vandalism, state of open spaces, dog mess, graffiti, litter, traffic, parking, 
neighbours, children, pollution, safety,. 
Distances to the nearest heath facility, pub, shops, post office, school, open space, 
sports facility and bus stop. (nb Only asked in 02/03) 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Moving 
 

Would you like, or need to move out of this property into somewhere else?  
 
 
         YES NO
 
  
 
 

Why? 
(nb removed 2004/05) 

 
How likely are to move out of your property in the next 5 years?  

 
 
 

Are you actively trying to move out at present? 

Ownership questions 

UK Data Archive Study Number 6104 - English House Condition Survey, 2004
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Condensation and Damp overview 
 

Do you have any problems with 
condensation, damp or mould? YES 

Which of these problems do you 
have in the following rooms? 
Which room is worst affected? 

NO 

Is this/are the problems all year 
around or only in the winter? 

Which of the following photos 
comes closest to showing how 
your mould/damp affects look 
when it is at its worst? 

Overall, how much trouble is this 
causing you? 

HEALTH & HOUSING NEEDS 
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Disability and adaptations - overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT/FINANCIAL SITUATION 
QUESTIONS 

How suitable it this accommodation for your/their needs? 

External adaptations - Which do you currently have? 

External adaptations - Which are needed?

Internal adaptations - Which do you currently have? 

Internal adaptations - Which are needed? 

Does your/their disability or impairment make it necessary to have adaptations 
in your home? 

Which daily activities do you/they have difficulty with. 

Which, if any, aid do you/they use to get about indoors?

From this point on questions are asked of the most disabled person only as 
judged by the respondent 

Are you/they registered as a disabled person with the local council/ Social 
services? 

What type of illness or disability do you/they have? 

Do any of these limit your/their activities in any way? 

YES 

YES NO 

NO 

NO YES 

Do you/they have any 
long standing illness or 
disability or infirmity? – 
asked of every person 
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Household composition and characteristics - overview 
 
 
Important information 
Most of the data is on people.sav and there is one case per person. Each person has 
a person number (persno) assigned during the interview – note that person 1 is not 
necessarily the HRP. The variables covering each person’s relationship to others are 
only coded in relation to the previous person. In a 3 person household they will ask 
for person 2, what is their relation to person 1; for person 3 they will code their 
relationship to persons 1 and 2.  Who is the HRP in couples is determined by a 
series of questions.  
 
 

ONS CAPI derived variables 
Person no of HRP 
Number of people in household 

BRE derived variables: 
Relationship to HRP 
Relationship to partner 

1. Data collected of every person in 
the household: 

 
 Sex 
 Age 
 Relationship the previous listed 

person 

2. Data collected of everybody aged 16 or 
over: 
 

 Highest educational qualification 
 Economic activity status (note this is 

multi-coded so person can say yes to 
FT student and yes to part-time work) 

ONS CAPI derived variables 
Family unit number 
Benefit unit number 

3. Data collected about HRP and any 
partner only: 

 Ethnic identity 
 
(these variables on file employment.sav) 

If aged 15-19 and 
student – asked what 
qualification studying for

If work part time – 
asked for no. of hours 
per week 



EHCS 2002/03 
EHCS 2004/05 

Property responsibility - overview 
 
 

Owner occupiers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORK DONE 
QUESTIONS 

Does your Household pay ground rent?  
 
Does your Household pay regular 
service or maintenance charge, 
including an amount for repairs and 
maintenance? 
 
Does your Household contribute to one-
off costs of repairs and maintenance as 
they occur on this house? 
 

Who has responsibility for 
the following? 
 
Repairs/maintenance to 
the inside of the home? 
 
Repairs/maintenance to 
the outside of the property? 
 
Repairs/maintenance to 
the outside (e.g. fences, 
gates)? 
 
Repairs/maintenance to 
the roof? 

Does this Household have sole responsibility 
for repairs and maintenance to your home? 

Freehold 

YES NO 

Rate your Freeholder questions 
-Ease of contacting 
-Responding to request for repairs 
-Quality repair work 
-Involvement in decisions 
-Keeping informed about plans 

Leasehold 
 

Or part of 
freeholder group

Do you own this property on a freehold or a leasehold? 
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Rooms the Household has and sharing - overview 
 
 ACINTR: I would like to ask you some questions about the rooms in your home and 

any that might be shared with other households 

Yes 

No 

No 

Acmore: (Excluding the rooms 
you share with other 
households), does your home 
contain more than one room? 
 

Accook – 
does your 
room contain 
kitchen 
facilities?

Acbedr1: How many 
bedrooms does your home 
have?  
Please include attic bedrooms 
and rooms which would 
normally be described as 
bedrooms even if they are not 
currently being used as 
bedrooms. 

Acwhat1:  Which of these 
rooms does your 
household share with 
other households?  

If No to 
Sharefac 

Acnumber: How 
many 
households do 
you share with? 

Yes 

Acpay: Do 
any of the 
households 
you share 
with pay rent 
to you? 

If Yes to 
Sharefac 

Actype: interviewer 
code type of 
accommodation  and 
move to 
NEXT MODULE 

Achave1: Excluding the 
rooms you share with 
pother households, how 
many of the following 
rooms do you have for 
the sole use of you and 
your household? 

Sharefac: Do you (and your household) / share a bathroom, shower, WC or kitchen with any 
other households? Please include any rooms you have access to even though you may not 
use them. Also answer ‘yes’ if other households have access to them even if they do not 
currently use them. 

Shareliv: Do you (and your household) share any living or dining rooms with any other 
households? ( Exclude communal lounges in sheltered accommodation)  Please include any 
living / dining rooms you have access to even if you do not use them. Also answer ‘yes’ if 
other households have access to them even if they do not currently use them. 
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Tenure and housing costs - overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Shared owners renters owners 

Sort out whether they own or rent 

 
 
 
 

1. When moved in 
and purchased 
2. How purchased 
3. Who purchased 
from  
4. Purchase price 
5. Whether 
outstanding 
mortgage 
6. Amount of 
deposit 
7.Amount, type 
and length of 
original mortgage 
8. Additional 
mortgages and 
any repayment of 
lump sums 
9. Total 
outstanding 
mortgage 
10. Monthly 
mortgage 
payments 
11. Current market 
value 

1. When moved in 
2. Who rent from 
3. Permission to 
contact landlord 
4. Type of tenancy 
5. Amount of rent 
and housing 
benefit 
6. Service charges 
7. Satisfaction with 
landlord

Interviewer codes Dwelling and 
Occupancy types 
 
(NB Variables for these appear 
at the end of the ‘Renters’ 
section) 

When moved in 
then all other 
questions for 
owners and  some 
questions for 
renters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council tax and council tax 
benefit 
Water meters 

 
 
 
 
 
Details of any complex situations are in the file ‘complex.sav’ 
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Work Done overview 
 

Respondents are given a series of cards and asked which jobs had been done over 
the last twelve months/ since they moved in. All are asked separately about work 
done by the household. Leasehold owners and tenants are also asked about work 
done by their landlord or freeholder. 

If respondent indicates jobs 
involving new windows, external 
doors, bathrooms or kitchens, 
they are asked for each whether 
the ones replaced were the 
original one(s). 

Do you think it was over x years 
old? (the age varies depending 
on the element) 

NO 

Owners only are asked: 
 

• Which if any of these 
reasons put you off getting 
a builder/tradesperson in? 
• Do you keep on top of 
necessary maintenance 
work? If no, is this because 
you cannot afford it? 
• Which of these are 
important to you when 
choosing a builder to carry 

?

Tenants and leasehold owners 
only are asked 
 
A series of questions about how 
satisfied they are with how their 
landlord or freeholder carries out 
and manages repairs to their 
home. 

CONDENSATION / DAMP 
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