
Cleaning and recoding of parent and child ethnicity 
variables 
 
Seven category ethnicity variables were derived for parents and children with the 
following groups: 

 
White 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Black Caribbean 
Black African 
Other 

 
Parent’s ethnicity (methucl14 dethucl14) 
The variables methuk14 and dethuk14 provided self reported ethnic group for parents. 
The following recoding was performed:  

1) For parents identified as “other”, “other white” or “other mixed” the “xethnic” 
variable (which offers greater detail on ethnicity) was examined, and used to 
re-classify individual ethnicity using the following rules: 

a. Those classed as Scottish, Italian, Turkish, Kurdish, Baltic or Russian 
Commonwealth states, ex-Yugoslavia (including Kosovan and 
Albanians) were re-classed as “white”.  

b. All Kashmiri cases were re-classed as Pakistani.  
c. All Indian or British Indian, Pakistani or British Pakistani, Bangladeshi 

or British Bangladeshi were re-classed into the appropriate categories. 
d. All those classed as Middle Eastern, Arab, Muslim, North African, 

Moroccan, Sri Lankan, Tamil, Vietnamese, Filipino, Japanese, 
Malaysian, Latin American, South and Central America and from 
multi-ethnic islands (including Mauritius, Seychelles etc.) were left 
coded as “other”. 

 
2) Where parental ethnicity was missing, it was sometimes inferred from the 

baby’s ethnicity. For example, if a baby was classed as “Black Caribbean and 
White Mixed” and had a white parent, it was inferred that the other parents’ 
missing ethnicity was Black Caribbean. 

 
Baby’s ethnicity (bethucl14) 
If the mother, father and baby were not identified as the same ethnic group then 
parental ethnicity variables were examined and the following rules applied to 
reclassify the baby’s ethnicity: 

a. If both parents were from a non-white ethnicity, the mother’s ethnicity was 
used. 

b. However, if both parents were from a non-white ethnicity and the mother’s 
ethnicity was classed as Other, Other mixed, Chinese, Asian and White 
Mixed, the father’s ethnicity was used.  

c. If one parent was from a non-white ethnicity and one parent was classed as 
white, the non-white ethnicity was used. 
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d. If parents’ ethnicity does not match the baby’s ethnicity but they match each 
other, the baby’s ethnicity was re-classed according to the parents’ ethnicity. 

 
 
Flagging up the changes made (methuk14change dethuk14change bethuk14change) 
 
Variables for each parent and for the baby were created to record whether their 
ethnicity was changed or not using the rules above. 
 
Collapsing ethnicity into a 7 category variable (methucl7 dethucl7 bethucl7) 
 

1) All of the white ethnic groups (White, Other White, White Irish) were 
collapsed into one White category. 

2) The Black Caribbean and White Mixed category was grouped with the Black 
Caribbean category; the Black African and White Mixed category was 
grouped with the Black African category. 

3) The Other Mixed, Chinese, and Asian and White Mixed categories were 
grouped with the Other category. 
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