
Study Number 5072
Mothers Alone, 1955-1966
Marsden, D.

All files contain interview summaries

File 
Name Name Age Gender Occupation Marital 

Status
Number of 
Children Ethnicity Place of 

Interview Region Date of 
Interview No of Pages

int001 Abbott ~ F Unemployed Separated 3 ~ West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 13.07.1965 3
int002 Barber 18 F Unemployed Married 1 ~ West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 11.10.1965 4
int003 Behan ~ F Unemployed Separated 2 ~ Colchester East of England 10.11.1965 4
int004 Bernard ~ F Winder of piece work Single 4 West Indian Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 26.08.1965 4
int005 Bevis ~ F Unemployed Widow 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/6 6
int006 Birch ~ F Not Working Separated 2 ~ ~ ~ 17.03.1965 15
int007 Black 19 F Not Working Single 1 ~ Colchester East of England 19.11.1965 6
int008 Blower 39 F Working Divorced 5 ~ ~ ~ 23.11.1965 7
int009 Britten 37 F Helping an old lady Separated 1 ~ Elmstead East of England 28.12.1965 10
int010 Brook 41 F Unemployed Single 4 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 10.03.1966 10
int011 Brown ~ F Unemployed Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 02.11.1966 4

int012 Burton ~ F
Used to work in a garage but 
now unemployed Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 25.10.1965 6

int013 Calverly ~ F Works in a bar Widow 3 Scottish Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 1965/6 13

int014 Campbell ~ F
Periodically on National 
Assistance, normally works Separated 3 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 12.03.1966 15

int015 Casey ~ F On National Assistance Separated 11 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 13.07.1965 15
int016 Cavanah ~ F On National Assistance Widow 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/6 8
int017 Cherry ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 1 ~ ~ ~ 10.1965 6

int018 Clough ~ F
Sometimes works in part time 
jobs, on National Assistance Separated 3 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 1965/6 6

int019 Clough ~ F On National Assistance Living apart 4 ~ ~ ~ 1965/6 6
int020 Conway ~ F Working in a nursery Living apart 4 ~ ~ ~ 15.11.1965 9

int021 Cotton 29 F Weaver by trade Single

3 (living with 
her) +       1 
( back in 
West 
Indies) West Indian ~ ~ 25.08.1965 3

int022 Coward 34 F On National Assistance Divorced 2 ~ ~ ~ 10.11.1965 9
int023 Cresswell ~ F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ Colchester East of England 08.12.1965 10
int024 Cross ~ F Picks strawberries Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 13.12.1965 5

int025 Derwent 29 F
Used to work, now on 
National Assistance. 

Married to a 
bigamist 2 ~ Colchester East of England 13.12.1965 6
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int026 Doe 36 F On National Assistance Separated 2 ~ ~ 08.12.1965 5

int027 Douglas ~ F
Works in two different part 
time jobs

Widow/ 
remarried 2 Austrian ~ ~ 24.11.1965 7

int028 Driver 25 F On National Assistance Divorced 5 ~ Colchester East of England 24.11.1965 6
int029 Dufay ~ F Works occasionally Separated 4 ~ ~ ~ 07.04.1965 8
int030 Dyson ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 5 ~ ~ ~ 11.01.1966 9
int031 Eileeen ~ F On National Assistance Married ~ ~ ~ ~ 1965/6 1

int032 Fairbrother 39 F Working part time
Legally 
separated 2 ~ ~ ~ 18.11.1965 11

int033 Fairlie 27 F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 13.12.1965 3

int034 Farrel ~ F On National Assistance Single
more than 
two ~ ~ ~ 29.12.1965 4

int035 Ford ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 1 ~ ~ ~ 05.11.1965 4
int036 Foster ~ F Machine overalls Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 25.10.1965 10
int037 Francis ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 3 ~ Colchester East of England 11.11.1965 4
int038 Gale 17 F Tropical fish packer Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 03.12.1965 3

int039 Garland 50-51 F On National Assistance Widowed

1+ 2 older 
(over 18 
years) ~ Colchester East of England 1965/6 7

int040 Garside ~ F On National Assistance Separated 2 ~ ~ ~ 13.04.1965 5
int041 Gladwin ~ F Works in a canteen Single 1 ~ Colchester East of England 19.11.1965 6
int042 Godwin ~ F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ Colchester East of England 15.12.1965 4
int043 Gordon 25 F On National Assistance Single 5 West Indian ~ ~ 08.07.1965 4
int044 Grant ~ F On National Assistance Separated 1 Hungarian ~ ~ 21.12.1965 6
int045 Greenwich 19-20 F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 1965/6 1
int046 Gregory 34 F On National Assistance Married 2 ~ ~ ~ 11.07.1965 5
int047 Halford ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 3 ~ Colchester East of England 1965/6 4

int048 Halliwell ~ F
On National Assistance (used 
to work)

Legally 
Separated 2 ~ Colchester East of England 03.11.1965 7

int049 Hare 20 F
Always worked in Woolworths 
(less than full time) Separated 2 ~ Colchester East of England 08.11.1965 3
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int050 Hatton ~ F

On National Assistance, 
Family Allowance (used to 
work) Separated 3 ~ Colchester East of England 21.12.1965 6

int051 Hawthorn ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 4 ~ Colchester East of England 26.10.1965 11

int052 Hedley ~ F
On National Assistance 
(works as well) Divorced 3 ~ Colchester East of England 05.11.1965 13

int053 Henry 47 F
On National Assistance 
(works besides) Separated 5 ~ ~ ~ 18/5/1965 25

int054 Henshaw
Late 
40's F On National Assistance

Divorced 
(twice) 
Widowed 
(once) 5? ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 15.07.1965 18

int055 Hobbs ~ F On National Assistance Single 3 ~ Colchester ? East of England 22.10.1965 14
int056 Hollyhock ~ F On National Assistance Separated 2 ~ ~ ~ 12.11.1965 6
int057 Hugues ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 01.04.1965 6

int058 Jagger ~ F

On National Assistance (used 
to work as a spinner, then as 
a cleaner) Divorced

4 (one of 
them lives 
with 
husband) ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 26.07.1965 11

int059 Jeffries ~ F On National Assistance Living apart

2 + 
expecting 
one ~ ~ ~ 27.10.1965 6

int060 Constantine ~ F Unemployed Single 1 West Indian West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber
9/4/1965 or 
9/4/1966 4

int061 Kilgallon 50s F Unemployed

Living apart 
from 
husband 2 Irish West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 07.07.1963 11

int062 Kneeshaw 23 F

On National Assistance and 
Family Allowance (never 
worked)

Living apart 
from 
husband 
with parents 3 ~ West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 08.04.1965 11

int063 Lambert ~ F
On National Assistance 
(worked before as a weaver) Divorced 1 ~ West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 15.04.1965 9
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int064 Ledbetter ~ F
On National Assistance, little 
jobs besides Widowed 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 5

int065 Manley ~ F
Family allowance receiver 
(worked before) Divorced 2 ~ ~ ~ 03.11.1963 7

int066 Mather ~ F

On National Assistance (used 
to baby-mind, not allowed to 
do hard work now) Divorced 4 at least

Central 
American 
Indian ~ ~ 30.11.1965 5

int067 McDonald ~ F Cleaner Single 2 West Indian ~ ~ 13.04.1965 1

int068 McWilliam
Almost 
40 F

On National Assistance 
(weaver before) Separated 6

of Irish 
extraction West Yorkshire Yorkshire and the Humber 16.05.1965 11

int069 Michael 41 F
On National Assistance (used 
to work at Woolworths) Separated 1 ~ Colchester East of England 15.11.1965 4

int070 Milo ~ F On National Assistance Separated 6 (?) ~ ~ ~ 09.07.1965 10

int071 Monk 36 F

T.B. allowance, National 
Assistance receiver, husband 
support Separated 3

Gipsy from 
Rumania ~ ~ 25.11.1965 22

int072 Murphy 32 F
Family allowance, on National 
Assistance 3 ~ Almondbury Yorkshire and the Humber 06.04.1965 14

int073 O'Hara ~ F
on National Assistance 
(worked before 2nd child) Single 2 Irish Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 02.04.1965 5

int074 Oldham ~ F
Teacher for mentally 
handicapped children

Living apart 
from 
husband (no 
legal 
separation) 3 Welsh Colchester East of England 08.11.1965 10

int075 Osborn ~ F On National Assistance

Living with 
parents, 
intends to 
divorce next 
year 3 ~ Leytonstone London 13.11.1965 3

int076 Osgood ~ F On National Assistance Single (?) 2 ~ Colchester East of England 29.11.1965 11
int077 Overton ~ F On National Assistance Separated 3 ~ ~ ~ 03.12.1965 12
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int078 Page 40 F On National Assistance
Legally 
separated 2 ~ Coggeshall East of England 09.11.1965 8

int079 Peak ~ F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ Colchester East of England 22.12.1965 8

int080 Peters 21 F Barmaid, National Assistance
Legally 
separated 2 ~

unclear - 
Colchester? East of England 01.11.1965 8

int081 Pickering ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 4 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66

int082 Pidgeon 37 F
On National Assistance 
(never worked)

Legally 
separated 5 ~ Colchester East of England 05.10.1965 10

int083 Portway ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 6 ~ Colchester East of England 26.11.1965 10

int084 Prentice ~ F
On National Assistance 
(worked as a barmaid)

Deserted 
wife 3 German Colchester East of England 14.10.1965 8

int085 Priestley ~ F
On National Assistance (used 
to work)

Widowed, 
Divorced 4 or 5 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 21.04.1965 10

int086 Pugh ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 18

int087 Quentin
Middle 
40's F

Supplementary Pension and 
Family Allowance receiver Widowed 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 4

int088 Ramsden ~ F NA plus two little jobs Separated 2? ~ ~ ~ 16.03.1966 6
int089 Rawson 22 F On National Assistance Single 1 ~ ~ ~ 13.12.1965 5

int090 Regent 54 F
On National Assistance (used 
to work) Divorced 5 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 1965/66

11 (notes 
truncate at 
p.11, though 
interview 
seems 
complete)

int091 Rex ~ F

On National Assistance (also 
spends 2 hours per day 
cleaning at a local school)

Widowed 
(2nd time) 3 ~ ~ ~ 07/04/1965 10

int092 Rice 41 F
Voluntary Allowance of 
husband, National Assistance Unmarried 1 ~ ~ ~ 28.10.1965 6

int093 Richards ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 4? ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 1965/66 7
int094 Roper ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 1 ~ ~ ~ 30.12.1965 4

int095 Savage ~ F On National Assistance Separated 2
Welsh 
(grandparents) Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 14.04.1965 14
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int096 Scott
Early 
30s F On National Assistance Divorced 6 ~ ~ ~ 08.07.1965 13

int097 Seaton ~ F

Family allowance, National 
Assistance (gives German 
lessons besides, worked full 
time before) Separated 5 German Colchester East of England 11.11.1965 10

int098 Sola
About 
32 F

On National Assistance 
(worked as a secretary 
before) Separated 5 ~ Marks Tey East of England 16.12.1965 7

int099 Stanford ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 4 ~ Colchester East of England 17.11.1965 9
int100 Steward ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 2 ~ ~ ~ 06.12.1965 7
int101 Storey ~ F On National Assistance Divorced 2 ~ ~ ~ 01.12.1965 19

int102 Sydney 29 F On National Assistance Divorced

3 (+ 
husband's 
brother, for 
whom she 
gets 
guardian 
allowance) ~ ~ ~ 04.11.1965 6

int103 Thomas 46 F

On National Assistance, also 
works at fish and chip shop 
on Saturdays

Living apart 
from 
husband

9 (1of them 
died in 
accident) ~ Colchester East of England 15.04.1965 7

int104 Thurgood ~ F
On National Assistance 
(worked as a waitress before) Divorced

2 (one lives 
with 
husband) ~ Colchester East of England 06.10.1965 8

int105 Trevor ~ F On National Assistance

Single 
(although 
feels and 
classifies 
herself as 
married) 1 ~ Ipswich? East of England 18.12.1965 6

int106 Vincent ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 2 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 5
int107 Waldie ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 2 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 7
int108 Webb ~ F works Divorced 1 ~ ~ ~ 02.12.1965 4
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int109 Webster ~ F
On National Assistance (used 
to work) Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 27.08.1965 9

int110 Welbeck ~ F On National Assistance Widowed 7 Spanish ~ ~ 26.11.1965 6
int111 Whiteley ~ F On National Assistance Separated 3 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 5

int112 Whiteman ~ F On National Assistance
Legally 
Separated 5 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 12.07.1965 16

int113 Wigmore ~ F On National Assistance Single 3 ~ Paddock Yorkshire and the Humber 13.10.1965 8

int114 Williams 38 F
On National Assistance, 
workes some hours besides Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 28.10.1965 11

int115 Wilson ~ F
Unemployed (see p.7 of 
interview ) Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 20.12.1965 9

int116 Winter 24 F ~ Single 4 West Indian ~ ~ 25.07.1965 4

int117 Worsley 17 F

On National Assistance 
(worked at Woolworth's 
before) Single 1 ~ Huddersfield Yorkshire and the Humber 02.04.1966 8

int118 Wrigley ~ F
Assistance for the children, 
works 15.5 hours per week Divorced 3 ~ ~ ~ 09.4.1965/1966 11

int119 Wynn ~ F On National Assistance Single 2 ~ ~ ~ 1965/66 4
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