
"Mothers and Daughters": Account of health in 
the Grandmother generation 

DATA 

These data consist of 46 taped transcripts as listed below, of interviews with the 
grandmother generation of the study "Mothers and Daughters", funded by ESRC 1977. 
The grantholder was Mildred Blaxter, MRC Medical Sociology, Aberdeen, the principle 
interviewer was Elizabeth Paterson and the tapes were transcribed by Sheila Murray. 

The 47 "grandmother" respondents are defined as women who had a child in [city] in 
1950-3, who were at that time in social class IV or V, who had a daughter who had a child 
or children born in the same city, herself in social class IV or V at the time, and still living 
in [city] and in touch with the grandmother. The respondents were thus aged around 50, 
and had disadvantaged social histories. 

Individual particulars of the respondents (age, number of children, housing) may be found 
in the transcripts or annotations to them. The selection of the sample, method of the study 
and background are detailed in Document 2, with a summary of the respondents' 
characteristics. 

The interviews covered health and social history, beliefs and attitudes to health and to 
medical care, and intergenerational relationships. 

Other data used in the parent study included interviews with the "daughter" 
generation and with professionals, maternity data from both generations, and service 
data on the third-generation children. None of this is available. 

58 families were studied, though only 47 grandmothers were available, and the 
numbering goes up to 71 (with some numbers unused). As noted in the list of transcripts, 
a few of the last interviews are in part summarised, with less relevant passages omitted, 
rather than being transcribed in full. 

In the transcripts, the description G1, G2, etc. denotes the grandmother of family 1, 2, etc. 
(There is one great-grandmother, GG9.) The initials LP/MB are those of the interviewer. 
Occasionally Ml, M2, etc. denotes the presence of the young family's mother, D another 
daughter, or H a husband. 
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