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Please anawer the questions by placing a tick (/) m one or more of the boxes

1 Please say whether you are (/)

male, ❑
or female GI

2a Many people lean toward a parhcular party for a long hme
although they may occasionally vote for a different pariy
How about you? Do you m general lean toward a particular
party? If so, whlch~

ti

/

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Conservatwe

Labour Q

Liberal Democrats Q

Q

}

PLEASE

.%otflsh National Party ANSWER

Q
b BELOW

Plald Cymru

Green Party Q

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH) ❑
Do not Ieantowards any party ❑ + PLEASE GO TO 3.

b Taken altogether, do you lean toward this particular party

ti

/

PLEASE TICK oNE BOX ONLY very strongly

fairly strongly ❑ ’

or, not very strongly? ❑

EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER
3 If there were a general elecbon tomorrow, which pohtlcal

party do you think you would be most hkely to support?
(/)

PLEASE TICK oNE BOX ONLY
Conservatwe Q

Labour Q

Liberal Democrats Q

ScoRlah National Pany Q

Plald Cymru m

Green Party a

Other pariy (PLEASE SAY WHICH)

Q

SP
K?

12

SP
12

424
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Please answer the questions by plaCing a tick (.f) In one or more of the boxes

1 Please say whether you are

male,

or female

(.f)

o
o

SF
42~

PLEASE
ANSWER
b BELOW

u
o
o

Labour

Conservative

Liberal Democrats

very strongly

fairly strongly

or, not very strongly?

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

Do not lean towards any party

LJ
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH), Q
Q ---7 PLEASE GO TO 3a

Many people lean toward a particular party for a long time
although they may occaSionally vote for a different party
How about you? Do you In general lean toward a particular
party? If so, which?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y

Taken altogether, do you lean toward thiS particular party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y

b

2a

SF
_______________________________________-1 42,

3
EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER
If there were a general election tomorrow, which political
party do you think you would be most likely to support?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y
Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

(.f)

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

42'

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH) _

----------_Q
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2

4 On the whole, would you describe @ of the mam padles
as extreme or moderate nowadays? I
PLEASE GIVE AN ANS WER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES

b
Labour Party

(4245)

c1

5

a
Conaewatwe

Party

(4244)

❑
(4246) (4247)

❑ ❑
L1 ❑

Extreme

Moderate

Other answer
(pLEASE WRITE IN)

L-2

1

5 And would you describe @ of the mam parties
as umted or dw!ded nowadays7

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES
ANSWER d
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND

d
Scottish Natlona

Party

(4251]

•1

L1

c
Liberal

Democrats

(4250)

❑
L1

a
Conservatwe

Party

(4248)

b
Labour Party

(4249)

cl

L1

Umted

Dwlded

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

I

6a And would you describe the Consetvatwe Party

nowadays as a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY COnsenfatwe
(/)

that keeps its promises, •1— 4252

253

or, breaks Its prom!ses? ~

Neither or both ~

Can’t choose ❑
b And the Labour Patty nowadays Is it a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY
Labour

(/)

that would keep rts promtses, a

or, would break its promises? ❑
Nether or both ❑

Can’t choose ❑

2

4 On the whole, would you descnbe~ of the main parties
as extreme or moderate nowadays?
PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES ANSWER d.

ONLY IF IN
SCOTLAND

d
ScottIsh NatIonal

Party

(4247)

o
o

(4246)

o
o

c
Liberal

Democrats
b

Labour Party

(4245)

o
o

a
ConservatIve

Party

(4244)

Extreme 0
Moderate 0

Other answer

(PLEASE WRITE IN) l...========1.::========:..l:====~-======.J

5 And would you descnbe each of the main parties
as unlled or divided nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES ANSWER d
ONLYIFIN
SCOTLAND

d
Scottish National

Party

(4251)

o
o

c
LIberal

Democrats

(4250)

o
o

b
Labour Party

(4249)

o
o

a
Conservative

Party

(4248)

United 0
DIvided 0

Other answer

(PLEASE WRITE IN) l...========1.::========:..l:========~-========--.J

6a And would you descnbe the Conservative Party
nowadays as a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y
Conservative

(.I)

that keeps Its promises, 0
or, breaks Its promises? 0

Nellher or both 0
Can't choose D

4252

b And the Labour Party nowadays Is It a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y
Labour

(.I')

that would keep rts promises, 0
or, would break Its promises? 0

Neither or both 0
Can't choose D

4253
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7a

b

c

How good or bad a job do you think that
John Major B doing as Prime Mmlstefl
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a

And how good or bad a job do you think that
Tony Blair = do as Prime Mm!ster?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b

And how good or bad a job do you think that
Very good

Paddy Ashdown -do as Prime
Mmlster7

Fairly good

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN C
Neiher good nor bad

Fairly bad

Very bad

a
John

4254

GI

I

8a Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Brltam’s economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

(/)

Got a lot stronger G!

Got a httle stronger ❑
Stayed about lhe same ~

n
Gotahttleweaker ~

Got a lot weaker ❑

b Andlookmg forward totheyear ahead, do you
think Bntam’s econom~ WIII get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

c Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household’s income has fallen
behind prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than pnces~

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

(<)

Get a lot stronger ❑
Get a little stronger ❑

Stay about the same U
-

Get a httle weaker ~

Get a lot weaker ❑

Fallen behind prices a lot 2

Fallen behind prices a httle ~
n

Kept up wih prices ~

Gone up by a httle more than prices ❑
.

Gone up by a lot more than prices ❑

b
Tony
Blair

4255

❑
❑
❑
❑
G1

c
Paddy

Ashdown

4256

❑
❑
G1

❑
❑

4257

425S

425e

3

7a How good or bad a job do you think that
John Malor ~ domg as Pnme Mmlster?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a

b And how good or bad a job do you think that
Tony Bla.. would do as Pnme MInister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b

c And how good or bad a job do you thmk that
Paddy Ashdown would do as Pnme
MInister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN c

Very good

Fairly good

Neither good nor bad

Fairly bad

Very bad

a b c
John Tony Paddy
Major Bla.. Ashdown
4254 4255 4256

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
D D 0
0 0 0

Ba Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Bntaln's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same? (.f)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Got a lot stronger 0
Got a little stronger 0

Stayed about the same 0
Got a little weaker D

Got a lot weaker 0

4257

b And lookmg forward to the year ahead, do you
think Britain's economy Will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same? (.f)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Get a lot stronger 0 4256

Get a little stronger 0
Stay about the same 0

Get a little weaker D
Get a lot weaker 0

c Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's mcome has fallen
behind pnces, kept up with pnces or gone up
by more than pnces? (,I)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Fallen behmd pnces a lot 0 4259

Fallen behmd pnces a little 0
Kept up with pnces 0

Gone up by a little more than pnces D
Gone up by a lot more than pnces 0



4

8d And Iookmg at the vear ahead, do you expect
your households income WIII fall behind prices,
keep up wih prices or go up by more than pncesv

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Fall behind prices a lot

Fall behind prices a little

Keep up with prices

Go up by a httle more than prices

Go up by a lot more than prices

9 Which party do youthmk wdlform the government,
after the next general elect] on? (/)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ConsewaWe Party m

Labour Party m

Liberal Democrats ❑
More than oneparty/a coalttlon ~

(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

Don’t know L1

i Oa What was your age last brthday~
PLEASE WRITE IN

b And on what date dld you fill m the questlonnare~

PLEASEWRITEIN ~ M 1996

Thank you very much for your help.

Please return the questionnaire m the

envelope prowded

I 1

4260

4261

,2S2-63

1264-67

SPARE
4268-80

And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's Income will fall behind prices,
keep up with prices or go up by more than prices?

Bd

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y

4

Fall behind prices a 10\

Fall behind prices a little

Keep up With prices

Go up by a little more than prices

Go up by a lot more than prices

(,1')

o
o
o
o
o

4260

More than one party/a coalition
(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

9 Which party do you think wlil iorm the government,
after the next general election?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Conservative Party

lIberai Democrats

(,1')

o
I 21

o
o

4261

Don't know D

iOa What was your age last birthday? PLEASE WRITE IN CD 4262-63

b And on what date did you 1111 In the questionnaire?

Thank you very much for your help.- -

Please return the questionnaire In the
envelope proVided

PLEASE WRITE IN CD CD i 996 4264-67

SPARE
4268-80
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BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY

OCTOBER 1995 TELEPHONE SURVEY

la

b

b

2a

b

b

c

NTERVIEWER

Ser[al number

Time mterwew started

RECORD RESPONDENT’S SEX Male

Female

Vhat was your age last bh_thday7 WRITE IN

;enerally speaking, do you think of yourself as Consetvabve,

.abour, Ltberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND Nationalist, IF WALES
‘Iald Cymru), or what?

>ODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a

F NONE/DON’T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a

)0 you generally think of yourself as a Mtle closer to
Ine of the parttes than the others7

F YES Which party7 CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b

Consefvabve

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party

Plald Cymru

Green Patly

Other (WRITE IN) a

Other (WRITE IN) b

None/No

(Don’t know)

F ANY PARTY CODED AT a OR b

Vould you call yourself very strong (PARTY
IAMED AT a OR b), fairly strong or not very strong7

1

2

m

a
125-3326
01

02

03 GO

04 TO

05 c

06

07

00 ASK
b

98 ABOVE

Very strong 1

Farly strong 2

Not very strong 3

(Don’t know) 8

b
3327-3326
01

02

03

04 ASK

05 c

06

07

00 GO
TO

98 Q3a

~

C033

w
3ATCH
~
~
SPARE
~

3322

323-24

3329

SPARE

333C-39

~ CENIRE FOR RESEARCH INTO ELECIlONS AND SOCIAL 1RENIlS

An ESRC Rt:seam Cemrc
at
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P.1504 October 1995

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY
OCTOBER 1995 TELEPHONE SURVEY

Conservative

None/No

Time intervIew started

Serial number·

3329

3322

SPARE
333Cl-39

3323-24

3301-C4

CD33

305-06

BATCH

307-11

312-15
SPARE

3316-21

CIIOJ 3

[[][I] 3

3

1

2

CD

a b
~325-3326 3327-3328

01 01

02 02

03 GO
03

04 TO 04 ASK

05
c

05
c

06 06

07

07

00 ASK 00 GO
b TO

98 ABOVE 98 Q3a

1

2

3

8

Male

Female

WRITE IN

Other (WRITE IN) a

Other (WRITE IN) b

(Don't know)

IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a OR b

c Would you call yourself very strong (PARTY
NAMED AT a OR b), fairly strong or not very strong?

Very strong

Fairly strong

Not very strong

(Don't know)

b What was your age last birthday?

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a

b Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to
one of the parties than the others?
IF YES Which party? CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b

2a Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative,
Labour, Liberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND Nationalist, IF WALES
Plaid Cymru), or what?
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a

1a INTERVIEWER RECORD RESPONDENT'S SEX



.

3a

b

L

4

5a

b

c

d

4SK ALL

2enerally speaking, do you think of the Liberal Democtats
w being closer to the Conservetwe Party or closer to the
.abour Party?

Closer to Conservatwes

Closer to Labour

No diferencelne!ther

Don’t know

‘Jow, cansldenng eve~thmg the Consewatlve and

.abour Parhes stand for, would you say that
{EAD OUT .

there IS a great dtference between them,

some dtference,

or, not much dfference?

(Don’t know)

f there was a general electlon tomorrow, which
lollbcal parly do you think you would be most
kely to support7

:ODE ONE ONLY
Conservatwe

Labour

Llbersl Democrat

Scothsh National Party

Plald Cymru

Green Party

Other (WRITE IN)

None

Refused to say

(Don’t know)

)n the whole, would you describe the Conservatwe
~ nowadays as READ OUT AND
IECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN

md the Labour Party
lowadays, IS It
tEAD OUT ...

estreme,
md the L]beral Democrats,
Ire they or, moderate?
lEAD OUT .

(Neiher or both)
;COTLAND ONLY
md the Scottish National
~, Is It
tEAD OUT .

(Don’t know)

a b
Conser-
vatwe Labour

3344 3M5
1 1

2 2

3 3

8 8

1

2

3

8

1

2

3

8

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

96

98

c

Llb Dem
3346

1

2

3

8

5COTIAN[
ONLY

d

SNP
3347

1

2

3

8
.---- —————.

IFFICE
USE
ONLY

3240

3341

342-43

,

2

ASK ALL

3a Generally speaking, do you think of the Liberal Democrats
as being closer to the ConselVabve Party or closer to the
Labour Party?

Closer to ConselVatlves 1

Closer to Labour 2

No difference/neither 3

Don't know 8

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

b Now, consldenng everything the ConselVatlve and
Labour Parties stand for, would you say that
READ OUT

there IS a great difference between them, 1 3341

some difference, 2

or, not much difference? 3

(Don't know) 8
'--'

4 If there was a general election tomorrow, which
political party do you think you would be most
likely to support?

CODE ONE ONLY
ConselVallve 01 3342-43

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) 07

None 08

Refused to say 96

(Don't know) 98

5a On the whole, would you describe the ConselVatlve r-----------

~ nowadays as READ OUT AND SCOTLAND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ONLY

a b c d
b And the Labour Party Censer-

nowadays, IS It vatlve Labour Llb Dem SNP
READ OUT ." 3344 3345 3346 3347

extreme, 1 1 1 1
c And the liberal Democrats,

are they or, moderate? 2 2 2 2
READ OUT .

(Neither or beth) 3 3 3 3
d SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
~,ISlt

L___________

READ OUT



.

6a

b

c

d

7a

L

b

6a
b

b

c

\nd would you describe the Consewatwe
~ nowadaya as READ OUT AND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN

3

Wd the Labour Party
Iowadays, IS it
USADOUT ..

4ndthe Liberal Democmta,
we they
WEADOUT ..

SCOTLAND ONLY
4ndthe Scottish National
~, Is It
WEAD OUT

a b c
Conser-
vative Labour L!b.Dem

3% 3s49 3350
united, 1 1 1

or, dwlded7 2 2 2

(Ne!ther or both) 3 3 3

(Don’t know) 6 8 8

%d would youdescrlbe the ConseNatwe Party
lowadays as a party READ OUT .

4nd the Labour Paw nowadays Is It a
]arty RI14D OUT

a
Conservatwe

that keeps its promises, 1

or, breaks Its promises? 2

(Ne!ther or both) 3

(Don’t know) 6

b
Labour

that would keeplts promises, 1

or, would break Itspromlses 2

(Neither or both) 3

(Don’t know) 6

loyouthmk that John Major lsdomgagood job or
]bad Jobas Prime Mmlster, ornelthef? lF GOOD/BAD
sthat very goodlbad or farly goodlbad~
IECORDIN COLUMNa BELOW

+nddo youthmk that Tony Blarwould doagood lob or
I bad 10b as Prime Mmlater, or nelthefl IF GOOD/BAD
s that very goodlbad or fan’ly goodlbad~
?ECORDINCOLUMNb BELOW

4nd do you think that Paddy Ashdown would do a good job
jr a bad job as Prime Mmlster, or nelthefl IF GOOD/BAD.
s that very good/bad or falriy good/bad~
3ECORD IN COLUMN C BELOW

Very good

Fairly good

Nether good nor bad

Farly bad

Very bad

(Don’t know)

Jo;n
Major

33s4

1

2

3

4

5

8

b

SCOTLAN[
ONLY

d.

SNP
3351

1

2

3

6

c.
Tony Paddy
Blare Aahdown

3355 3354

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

8 8

IFFICE
USE
3NLY

3352

3353

~

3 OFFICE
USE

ONLY

Sa And would you descnbe the Conservative r----------
~ nowadays as READ OUT AND SCOTlAND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ONLY

a b c d.
b And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, IS It vatlve Labour Llb.Dem SNP
READ OUT •• 3348 3349 3350 3351

United, 1 1 1 1
c And the Liberal Democrats,

are they or, divided? 2 2 2 2
READ OUT _.

(Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
d SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
~,ISlt

L___________

READ OUT

7a And would you desCribe the Conservative Party
nowadays as a party READ OUT ,

that keeps ItS promises,

or, breaks ItS promises?

(Neither or both)

(Don't know)

b And the Labour Party nowadays Is It a
party READ OUT

that would keep ItS promises,

or, would break Its promises

(Neither or both)

(Don't know)

a
Conservative

1

2

3

8

b
Labour

1

2

3

8

3352

3353

",--,8a

b

c

Do you think that John Major IS dOing a good job or
a bad job as Prime MInister, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD
Is that very good/bad or fairly good/bad?
RECORD IN COLUMN a BELOW

And do you think that Tony Blalr would do a good job or
a bad job as Prime MInister, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD
Is that very good/bad or fairly good/bad? '
RECORD IN COLUMN b BELOW

And do you think that Paddy Ashdown would do a good Job
or a bad job as Prime Minister, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD'
Is that very good/bad or fairly good/bad?
RECORD IN COLUMN c BELOW

Very good

Fairly good

Neither good nor bad

Fairly bad

Very bad

(Don't know)

a
John
Major

3354

1

2
3

4

5
8

b
Tony
Blalr

3355

1
2

3

4

5
8

c.
Paddy

Ashdown

3356

1

2
3

4

5
8



9a

b

k

c

L

d

4

.ookmg back over the last vear or ao, would you say
hat Brrtan’s mcmomy has got stronger, got weaker
~r has stayed about he same? -
F GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER. By a lot or a Mtle?

Got a lot stronger

Got a httte stronger

Stayed about the same

Got a little weaker

Got a lot weaker

(Don’t know)

ind Iookmg forward to the year ahead, do you
hmk Bntam’s economy WIII get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?
F GET STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a llttle7

Get a lot stronger

Get a Mtle stronger

Stay about the same

Get a httle weaker

Get a lot weaker

(Don’t know)

.ookmg back over the last vear or so, would
IOU say your households income has fallen

]ehmd prices, kept up with prices or gone up
Iy more than prices?
F FALLEN BEHINO OR GONE UP By a lot or a httIe7

Fallen behind prices a lot

Fallen behind prices a httle

Kept up with prces

Gone up by a httle more than prices

Gone up by a lot more than prices

(Don’t know)

%d Iookmg at the year ahead, do you expect
{our household’s income WIII fall behind prices,
teep up with prices or go up by more than prlces~
F FALL BEHIND OR GO UP By a lot or a httle?

Fall behind prices a lot

Fall behind prices a Ihttle

Keep up with prices

Go up by a Mtle more than prices

Go up by a lot more than prices

(Don’t know]

1

2

3

4

5

8

1

2

3

4

5

8

1

2

3

4

5

8

1

2

3

4

5

8

4 OFFICE
USE

ONLY

9a Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that BntalO's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?
IF GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER. By a lot or a little?

Got a lot stronger 1 3357

Got a little stronger 2

Stayed about the same 3

Got a little weaker 4

Got a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

b And looking forward to the year ahead, do you
think Brltam's economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?
IF GET STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a little?

Get a lot stronger 1 3358

Get a little stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a little weaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

c Lookmg back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's Income has fallen
behmd prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than pnces?
IF FALLEN BEHIND OR GONE UP By a lot or a little?

Fallen behind prices a lot 1 3359

Fallen behind prices a little 2

Kept up With prices 3

Gone up by a little more than prices 4

Gone up by a lot more than prices 5

(Don't know) 8

d And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's Income will fall behind pnces,
keep up With pnces or go up by more than prices?
IF FALL BEHIND OR GO UP By a lot or a little?

Fall behmd pnces a lot 1 3360

Fall behind pnces a little 2

Keep up With prices 3

Go up by a little more than prices 4

Go up by a lot more than pnces 5

(Don't know) 8



-,-

10

a

b

c

d

b

L

INTERVIEWER PLEASE RECORD”

Date of mterwew
PLEASE WRITE IN: 1 0 9 5

Time Interview completed
PLEASE WRITE IN

Length of Interview
PLEASE WRITE IN. m Minutes

Interviewer name
‘0 ~

5 OFFICE
USE

ONLY

33al-a3

SS67-70

3371-72

3373-76

3377-80
SPARE

· ...

10 INTERVIEWER PLEASE RECORD·

a Date of Interview

5

PLEASE WRITE IN:

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

b Time Interview completed

c Length of Interview

d Interviewer name

PLEASEWRITEIN~

PLEASE WRITE IN" CD Minutes

No DIIJ[J

3367-70

3371-72

3373-76

3377-80

SPARE
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BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY

OCTOBER 1995 SURVEY

la

b

2a

b

rhls is the latest stage of the British Election Panel Study, with which you have kindly
lelped us on prevloua occasions We would very much appreciate your help this time
OY completing this short questlonnake and returning it to us In the pre-paid envelope
Drowded, as soon as you possibly can

rhe questiona can be answared simply by placing a tick (/) m one or more of the boxes
Uo special knowledge la needed We are sure that everyone WIII be able to take part,
lot just those with strong oplnlons or particular vlawpolnts The questionnaire should

>e filled In only by the person Intervlewad on previous occasions The answers you
give will be treated as confidential and anonymous

rhank you for your help

~lease ssy whether you are

male, fi

or female ❑

Nhat was your age last bmhday7 WRITE IN m

vfany people lean toward a patt!cular patty for a long time
although they may occaalonally vote for a dtierent party
+OWabout you7 Do you m general lean toward a partmular
]arty7 If so, whlch7 (/)

~LEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Consewatwe ❑ ’

Labour u

Liberal Democrats ❑
Scottish National Pafly ❑

Plald Cymru R

Grean Party ❑
Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH) ~.

PLEASE
ANSWER
b BELOW

Do not lean towards any pafly M ~ PLEASE GO TO 3a

raken altogether, do you lean toward th!s partcular party (/)

~LEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY very strongly ❑
farly strongly ❑

Or, not very strongly? Q

3322

332324
sPAnE
332529

333031

3332

SPARE
333339

.,. .

CRE:.ST CENTRE FOR RESEARCH IIVfO ELECTIONS AND SOCIAL TRENDS

An ESRC R=util iliure
dl

~l"X.1<~ ruld Cm1lnulUty PlanlUng R=dl & Nuffield Conege OxfmJ

P 1504

BRITiSH ELECTION PANEL STUDY
OCTOBER 1995 SURVEY

35 NooI:Iamptm Square
I..onOCn ECI V OAX
Telepbore 0171-250 1866

October 1995

ThiS Is the latest stage of the British Election Panel Study, With which you have kindly
helped us on previous occasions We would very much appreciate your help this time
by completing this short questionnaire and returning It to us In the pre-pald envelope
provided, as soon as you possibly can

The questions can be answered simply by placing a tick (.I) In one or more of the boxes
No special knowledge Is needed We are sure that everyone Will be able la take part,
not Just those with strong opinions or particular viewpoints The questionnaire should
be filled In only by the person Interviewed on preVious occasions The answers you
give will be treated as confidential and anonymous

Thank you for your help

1a Piease say whether you are (.I)

male, D 3322

or female D

b What was your age lasl birthday? WRITE IN IT]
0323 24

SPARE

3325 29

2a Many people lean toward a particular party for a long time
although they may occasionally vote for a drfferent party
How about you? Do you In general lean toward a particular
party? If so, which? (,1')

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Conservative Q"' 333031

Labour Q
Liberal Democrats Q

Q PLEASE
Scottish National Party ANSWER

Q b BELOW
Plaid Cymru

Green Party Q
Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH) Q

Do not lean towards any party Q ..... PLEASE GO TO 3a

b Taken altogether, do you lean toward thiS particular party (,1')

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y very strongly D 3332

fairly strongly 0
Or, not very strongly? 0 SPARE

3333 39



EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER
3a Generally speaking, doyouthink of the Liberal Democrats

as bemgcloser tothe Conaervatwe Party orcloser to the
Labour Party?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Closer to Consewatwes ~

Closer to Labour z

No dlfferencelnelther m

b Now cons4dermg everything the Conservatwe and
=Partles stand for, would you say that

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY
therelsa great dlffarence between them, i

some difference, m

or, not much difference? ❑

4 Ifthere were ageneml elect!on tomorrow, which
polhalpa rtydoyo uthmkyouwouldbe most
hkely to support7

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY
C0ns8rvatwe 6

Labour ❑
Liberal Oemocrats ❑

Scottish National Party ❑
Plaid Cymru ❑
Green Parly ❑

Other parfy (PLEASE SAY WHICH)

❑

5 On the whole, would youdescmbe~ of themampartles
as axtreme or moderate nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES

Extreme

Moderate

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

a
Conservative

Party

(32-44)

❑

b
Labour Party

(3345)

SI

❑

c
Liberal

Democrats

(3346)

❑
L-.2

ANSWER d
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND

d
Scottish National

Party

(3247)

SI

❑

—

?

3340

3341

334243

EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER
Generally speakmg, do you Ihmk of Ihe liberal Democrats
as being closer to the Conservative Party or closer to the
Labour Party?

3a

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Closer 10 ConservatIVes

Closer to Labour

No difference/neither

(01')

o
D
I 31

3340

b Now considering everythmg the Conservative and
Labour Parties stand for, would you say that

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y
there IS a great difference between them,

some difference,

or, not much difference?

(01')

o
D
o

3341

4 If there were a general election tomorrow, which
politIcal party do you think you would be most
likely to support?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y
Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

(01')

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

334243

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH) _

Q

5 On the whole, would you describe each of the mam parties
as extreme or moderate nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES ANSWER d
ONLY IF IN
SCOTLAND

a
Conservative

Party

c
Liberal

Democrats

d
Scottish National

Party

(3347)

o
o

(3346)

o
o

(3345)

o
o

(33044)

o
o

Extreme

Moderate I

Other answer

(PLEASE WRITE IN) -=====- -=====::...L:=====-L=====--.J



6 And would you describe each of lhe ma!n parhes
as unted or dlwded now~s7

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES

Exireme

Moderate

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

a
Conservative

Party

(s348)

LI
❑

b
Labour Parfy

(3349)

LI

L&eral
Democrats

(3?50)

❑
❑

ANSWER d
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND

d
Scottish National

Pa*

(3s51 )

L1
❑

7a And would you describe the Conservable Partv
nowadays as a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

that keeps Its promises,

or, breaks ts promises?

Neither or both

Can’t choose

b And the Labour Party nowadays

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

Is it a party
Labour

that would keep fis promises, g

or, would break ts promcsas ~

Neither or both ❑
Can’t choose ❑

8a

b

c

How good or bad a job do you think that
John Malor ~ doing as Prime Mmlster~
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a

F
John

And how good or bad a job do you think that
Tony Blair - do as Prime Mmlster~

Major

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b
3354
n

And how good or bad a job do YOUthink that
VeIY good u

Paddy Ashdown y@@ do as Prime
Mmlster~

Fairly good ❑
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN C

Netther good nor bad ❑
In

b
Tony
Blair

3355

SI

❑
❑
n

c
Paddy

Ashdown

3356

❑
❑
❑
❑

3352

3353

wVery bad 5 F 5 E

ANSWER d
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND

c d
Liberal Scottish National

Democrats Party

(3350) (3351)

0 0
11 11
~

I

LlJ

I

b
Labour Party

(33048)

o
o

(33048)

o

a
Conservative

Party

Extreme

11
MOder~e[ ~ I

Other answer

(PLEASE WRITE IN) l..:====::...L=====J..,=====...l-=====c..J

6 And would you descnbe !!£h of the main parties
as united or divided nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES

7a And would you descnbe the Conservative Party
nowadays as a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY
Conservative

(,I)

that keeps Its promises, 0
or, breaks rts promises? 0

Neither or both 0
Can't choose 0

3352

that would keep rts promises,

b And the Labour Party nowadays Is rt a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y

or, would break rts promises

Neither or both

Can't choose

Labour
(,I)

o
o
o
o

3353

8a How good or bad a Job do you think that
John Major ~ dOing as Pnme MInister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a a b c

And how good or bad a Job do you think that
John Tony Paddy

b Major Bla.. Ashdown
Tony Blalr would do as Pnme Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b 3354 3355 3358

C And how good or bad a Job do you think that Very good 0 0 0
Paddy Ashdown would do as Pnme

Fairly good 0 0 0Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN c

Neither good nor bad 0 0 0
Fairly bad 0 0 0
Very bad 0 0 0



9a Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Brltam’s economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

(/)

Gota lot stronger g

Gotallttlestronger ~

Stayed about the same ;

Gota httle weaker u—

Gota lot weaker l-i

b And Iookmgfomfard totheyearahead, do you
think Brrtam’s economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

c Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household’s income has fallen
behmdpnces, kept upwihprmasor gone up
by more than prices?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

(/)

Geta Iot stronger ❑
Get a Me stronger Q

Stay about the same ~

Geta httle weaker u

Geta lot weaker •2

(/)

Fallen behind prices a lot ~

Fallen behind prices a httle ❑
Kept upwthpnces ❑

Gone up bya httlemorethanpnces ❑
Gone up bya lot rrwre than prices ❑

d Andlookmg attheyear ahead, do you expect
your household’s income WIII fall behind prices,
keep upwrthpnces ergo up bymorethanpnces~ (/)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Fall behind prices a lot ;

Fall behmdpnces a little ~

Keep up vnth prwes ~

Go up by a Me more than prices u—

Go up by a lot more than prices u

Thank you very much for your help. I I
Please return the questionnaire In the

envelope prowded.

3357

3358

SPAF4E
33K180

SC/4 3 o“*., , $4s I IWORKCK3CSW %,0, 5040SC 008 I

9a Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Bntaln's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same? (.f)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Got a lot stronger D 3357

Got a little stronger D
Stayed about the same 0

Got a little weaker 0
Got a lot weaker 0

b And looking forward to the year ahead, do you
think Brrtarn's economy Will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same? (.f)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Get a lot stronger D 3358

Get a !!ttle stronger n
Stay about the same 0

Get a little weaker 0
Get a lot weaker 0

c Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's Income has fallen
behind pnces, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than prices? (.I)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Fallen behind prices a lot 0 3359

Fallen behind prices a little D
Kept up With pnces 0

Gone up by a Irttle more than prices 0
Gone up by a lot more than prices 0

d And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's ,ncome will fall behind prices,
keep up wrth prices or go up by more than prices? (.f)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Fall behind pnces a lot D 3360

Fall behind pnces a Irttle D
Keep up With prices 0

,------,

Go up by a Irttle more than prices U
Go up by a lot more than prices 0 SPARE

3361 80

Thank you very much for your help.

Please return the questionnaire In the
envelope provided.

ecw 3 OCl~r 1QC15 I IWORKOOCSIfI1S04\Q150-4QSC 008
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BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY

SPRING 1996 SURVEY

3501-04 3505-06 3507
Serial

Number Card Field area

3508-10 3511-14
Sampling Time interview

Point started
24 hr  clock

3515-18 3519-21

Interviewer O.U.O.
Number Batch code

35
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1a. Do you regularly read one or more daily morning newspapers?

Yes 1 ASK b. 3522

No 2 GO TO Q2

IF YES AT a.
b. Which daily morning newspaper do you read most often?

CODE ONE ONLY

(Scottish) Daily Express 01 3523-24

(Scottish) Daily Mail 02

Daily Mirror/Record 03

Daily Star 04

The Sun 05

Daily Telegraph 07

Financial Times 08

The Guardian 09

The Independent 10

The Times 11

The Scotsman 12

The (Glasgow) Herald 13

The (Aberdeen) Press and Journal 14

Other Scottish/Welsh/regional or local daily morning paper

(WRITE IN) ________________________________________________ 15

Other (WRITE IN) ___________________________________________ 16

ASK ALL WHO READ ANY NEWSPAPER
c. About how often do you read ________ (NEWSPAPER

READ MOST OFTEN)?

Every day 1 3525

4 or 5 days a week 2

2 or 3 days a week 3

1 day a week or less often 4

d. Which political party do you think _ _______ (NEWSPAPER
READ MOST OFTEN) favours, or does it not favour any
one political party?

CODE ONE ONLY Does not favour a political party 0 3526

Favours the Conservative Party 1

Favours the Labour Party 2

Favours the Liberal Democrats 3

Favours the SNP/Plaid Cymru 4

Favours another party 7

(Don't know) 8

SPARE
3527-32
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22

ASK ALL

CARD A
2. Please choose a phrase from this card to say how much

attention you generally pay to stories on television
or in the newspapers about ...
READ OUT a. TO e. AND
CODE ONE FOR EACH A great Quite a No

deal of bit of Some A little attention (Don't
attention attention attention attention at all know)

a. ... sport? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3533

b. ... what goes on in politics? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3534

c. ... the Royal Family? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3535

d. ... crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3536

e. ... sex scandals? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3537

3. How much interest do you generally have in what is
going on in politics ... READ OUT ...

... a great deal, 1 3538

quite a lot, 2

some, 3

not very much, 4

or, none at all? 5

(Don't know) 8

4. Would you say you talk about politics ...
READ OUT ...

... often, 1 3539

sometimes, 2

seldom, 3

or, never? 4

(Don't know) 5

5. INTERVIEWER:  WRITE IN SERIAL NO.      

IF IT IS EVEN 1 ASK Q6 3540

IF IT IS ODD 2 GO TO Q7
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IF EVEN SERIAL NUMBER
6a. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative ,

Labour, Liberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND: Nationalist; IF WALES:
Plaid Cymru), or what?
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a.
b. Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to

one of the parties than the others? a b
IF YES:  Which party?  3541-42 3543-44
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b.

Conservative 01 01

Labour 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03

Scottish National Party 04  GO TO. 04 ASK c.

Plaid Cymru 05 c. 05

Green Party 06 06

Other (WRITE IN) a. ___________________________________________ 07

Other (WRITE IN) b. ___________________________________________ 07

None/No 00 ASK b. 00 GO TO
ABOVE Q7

(Don’t know) 98 98

IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a. OR b.
c. Would you call yourself very strong ________ ( PARTY

NAMED AT a. OR b.), fairly strong or not very strong?

Very strong 1 3545

Fairly strong 2

Not very strong 3

(Don't know) 8

ASK ALL
Now for a few questions about the local elections on the
2nd of May this year.

7. Would you say you cared a great deal which party did best
in the recent local council elections or didn't you care
very much which party did best?

Cared a good deal 1 3546

Didn't care very much 2
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8. As far as you know, was there a local election in your
neighbourhood on the 2nd of May this year?

Yes 1 ASK Q9 3547

No 2
GO TO Q11

(Don't know) 8

IF LOCAL ELECTION IN NEIGHBOURHOOD
9a. A lot of people do not vote in local elections.  How about you?

Did you vote in the elect ion on the 2nd of May or did you not
manage to on this occasion?

Yes, voted 1 ASK b. 3548

No 2
GO TO Q11

(Refused/Don't know/Can't remember) 8

IF YES, VOTED AT a.

b. Which party did you vote for?

DO NOT PROMPT

Conservative 01 3549-50

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05 ASK Q10

Green Party 06

Independent 07

Other (WRITE IN) ____________________________________________ 08

More than one (WRITE IN) ______________________________________ 09

Refused 97
GO TO Q11

(Don’t know) 98

IF NAMED PARTY AT Q9b

10a. When you were deciding how to vote in the local elections
on the 2nd of May did you vote ... READ OUT ...
PROBE FOR ONE
CODE ONLY ... mostly according to what was going on

in your local area, 1 3551

or, mostly according to what was going on
in the country as a whole? 2

(Both equally) 3

Other (WRITE IN) ____________________________________________ 7

(Don't know) 8
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CARD B
10b. Which one of the reasons on this card comes closest to

the main reason why you voted for the party you chose?

I always vote that way 1 3552
GO TO Q11

I thought it was the best party 2

I really preferred another party but it had no
chance of winning in this area 3 ASK c.

Other (WRITE IN) ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 7
GO TO Q11

(None of these/Don't know) 8

IF PREFERRED ANOTHER PARTY AT b.
c. Which was the party you really preferred?

CODE ONE ONLY Conservative 01 3553-54

DO NOT PROMPT Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Independent 07

Other (WRITE IN) _______________________________________ 08

Refused 97

(Don't know) 98

ASK ALL
CARD C

11. Thinking about the level of the council tax in your area,
do you think it gives good value or poor value for money?
Please choose a phrase from this card.

Very good value for money 1 3555

Good value 2

Neither good value nor poor value 3

Poor value 4

Very poor value for money 5

(Don't know) 8
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ASK ALL
12a. If there had been a general election on the 2nd of May, which

political party do you think you would have been most likely to
have voted for, or do you think you would not have voted?
DO NOT PROMPT. 
CODE ONE IN COLUMN a. BELOW

IF PARTY NAMED AT a.
b. If the voting paper had required you to give two votes, a. b.

in order of preference, which party would you have put Would have
as your second choice? Would have put as 2nd
DO NOT PROMPT.    voted for choice
CODE ONE IN COLUMN b. BELOW 3556-57 3558-59

Conservative 01 01

Labour 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03

Scottish National Party 04 ASK 04 GO TO 

Plaid Cymru 05 b. 05 Q13

Green Party 06 06

Other (WRITE IN) a. _________________________________ 07  -

Other (WRITE IN) b. _________________________________  - 07

None 00 GO TO 00

Refused to disclose voting 97 Q13

(Don't know) 98

ASK ALL

CARD D
13. Please choose a phrase from this card to

say how you feel about...
Neither

READ OUT a.- g. AND Strongly in favour Strongly (Don't
CODE ONE FOR EACH in favour In favour nor against Against against  know)

a. ... the Conservative Party?  1 2 3 4 5 8 3560

b. ... the Labour Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3561

c. ... the Liberal Democrats? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3562

d. ... the Green Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3563

e. ... the British National Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3564

        SCOTLAND ONLY

f. ... the Scottish National Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3565

   WALES ONLY
g.  ... Plaid Cymru? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3566
 

SPARE
3567-80
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ASK ALL
14a. On the whole, would you describe the Conservative

Party nowadays as ... READ OUT AND SCOTLAND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ...  ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, is it ... vative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP
READ OUT ... 3607 3608 3609 3610

... extreme, 1 1 1 1
c. And the Liberal Democrats, 

are they ... or, moderate? 2 2 2 2
READ OUT ...    

(Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
d. SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
Party, is it...
READ OUT ...

ASK ALL
15a. And would you describe the Conservative

Party nowadays as ... READ OUT AND SCOTLAND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ...   ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, is it ... vative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP
READ OUT ... 3611 3612 3613 3614

... united, 1 1 1 1
c. And the Liberal Democrats, 

are they ... or, divided? 2 2 2 2
READ OUT ...    

(Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
d. SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
Party, is it ...
READ OUT ...

ASK ALL
16a. On the whole, would you describe the 

Conservative Party nowadays as ... READ OUT SCOTLAND
AND RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ...   ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, is it ... vative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP
READ OUT ...   3615 3616 3617 3618

... good for one
c. And the Liberal Democrats, class, 1 1 1 1

are they...
READ OUT ... or, good for

all classes? 2 2 2 2
d. SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
National Party, is it...
READ OUT... (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
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ASK ALL
17a. And on the whole, would you describe the 

Conservative Party nowadays as ... READ OUT  SCOTLAND
AND RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ...   ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, is it ... vative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP
READ OUT ... 3619 3620 3621 3622

... capable of being a
c. And the Liberal strong government, 1 1 1 1

Democrats, are
they... or, not capable of being
READ OUT ... a strong government? 2 2 2 2

d. SCOTLAND ONLY (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
And the Scottish
National Party, is it... (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
READ OUT ...

ASK ALL
18a. And on the whole, would you describe the 

Conservative Party nowadays as a party
that ... READ OUT AND RECORD IN  SCOTLAND
APPROPRIATE COLUMN ...   ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, is it a party that… vative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP
READ OUT ... 3623 3624 3625 3626

... keeps its
c. And the Liberal promises, 1 1 1 1

Democrats, are
they a party that… or, breaks its
READ OUT ... promises? 2 2 2 2

d. SCOTLAND ONLY (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
And the Scottish
National Party, is it a party that… (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
READ OUT ...

SPARE
3627-32
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ASK ALL
19a. Now some similar questions, but this time about some of the party

leaders.   Would you describe John Major as ... SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN ... a. b. c. d.

b. And Tony Blair , would you John Tony Paddy Alex
describe him as ... Major Blair Ashdown Salmond
READ OUT 3633 3634 3635 3636

...extreme, 1 1 1 1
c. And Paddy Ashdown, would

you describe him as ...
READ OUT or, moderate? 2 2 2 2

IF INTERVIEWING IN
SCOTLAND (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3

d. And Alex Salmond, would
you describe him as ...
READ OUT (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
20a. And on the whole would you say John Major…  

... READ OUT AND RECORD IN SCOTLAND
APPROPRIATE COLUMN ... ONLY

a. b. c. d.
b. And Tony Blair , would you John Tony Paddy Alex

say he… Major Blair Ashdown Salmond
READ OUT ... 3637 3638 3639 3640

... looks after one class, 1 1 1 1
c. And Paddy Ashdown would

you say he...
READ OUT ... or, looks after all classes, 2 2 2 2

IF INTERVIEWING IN
SCOTLAND (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3

d. And Alex Salmond would
you say he ...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
21a. And would you describe John Major as ... SCOTLAND

... READ OUT AND RECORD IN ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN ... a. b. c. d.

b. And Tony Blair , would you John Tony Paddy Alex
describe him as… Major Blair Ashdown Salmond
READ OUT ... 3641 3642 3643 3644

... capable of being
a strong leader, 1 1 1 1

c. And Paddy Ashdown would
you describe him as ...
READ OUT ... or, not capable of being

a strong leader, 2 2 2 2

IF INTERVIEWING IN
SCOTLAND (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3

d. And Alex Salmond would
you describe him as ...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8
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ASK ALL
22a. And on the whole would you describe

John Major as a man who…  
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN SCOTLAND
APPROPRIATE COLUMN ... ONLY

a. b. c. d.

b. And Tony Blair , would you John Tony Paddy Alex
describe him as a man who… Major Blair Ashdown Salmond
READ OUT ... 3645 3646 3647 3648

… keeps his
promises, 1 1 1 1

c. And Paddy Ashdown would
you describe him as a man who...
READ OUT ... or, breaks

his promises? 2 2 2 2

IF INTERVIEWING IN
SCOTLAND (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3

d. And Alex Salmond would
you describe him as a man who ...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
23a. CARD E

How good a job do you think John Major is doing as
Prime Minister?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN a. BELOW

b. And how good a job do you think Tony Blair  would do
as Prime Minister?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN b. BELOW

c. And how good a job do you think Paddy Ashdown would do
as Prime Minister?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN c. BELOW

a. b. c.
John Tony Paddy
Major Blair Ashdown

3649 3650 3651

Very good 1 1 1

 Fairly good 2 2 2

Neither good nor bad 3 3 3

Fairly bad 4 4 4

Very bad 5 5 5

(Don't know) 8 8 8
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24. These next questions are about things that different
parties are in favour of.  If you feel you don’t know, just
tell me and we’ll go to the next question.

a. First, which party would you say is most in favour of changing
the voting system to a form of proportional representation?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

b. And which party would you say is most in favour of
reducing government spending in order to cut taxes?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN b.

c. And which party would you say is most in favour of
schools being under local authority control?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN c.

a. b. c.

Changing Reducing Schools under
voting system spending L.A control

3652-53 3654-55 3656-57

Conservative 01 01 01

Labour 02 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03 03
         -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scottish National Party 04 04 04

Plaid Cymru 05 05 05

Green Party 06 06 06

Other party  (CODE AND WRITE IN) 07 07 07

__________ __________ __________

(Don’t know) 98 98 98

None 00 00 00
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25a. And which party would you say is most in favour of
independence for Scotland?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

b. And which party would you say is most in favour of
letting private industry run the railways?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN b.

c. And which party would you say is most in favour of  setting
a minimum wage level, below which no-one can be paid?
DO NOT PROMPT.
ONE CODE ONLY IN COLUMN c.

a. b. c.

Independence Private industry Minimum
` for Scotland running railways wage level
` 3658-59 3660-61 3662-63

Conservative 01 01 01

Labour 02 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03 03
         -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scottish National Party 04 04 04

Plaid Cymru 05 05 05

Green Party 06 06 06

Other party (CODE AND WRITE IN) 07 07 07

__________ __________ __________

(Don’t know) 98 98 98
None 00 00 00

SPARE

3664-80



OFFICE
USE

ONLY

1313

Unemployment and Inflation

SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 1 AND GIVE PENCIL

26. Please look at this page.

Some people feel that getting people back to work should be the government's top priority.
These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)
Other people feel that keeping prices down should be the government's top priority.
These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)
And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT  A-F) or
along here (POINT RIGHT K-F).

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
unemployment and inflation

f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND 
Now where do you think the a. b. c. d. ONLY
Conservative and Labour Own Conser- Liberal e.
parties stand: views vative Labour Democrat SNP

3707-08 3709-10 3711-12 3713-14 3715-16

b. First the Conservative Party.  A = 01 01 01 01 = A = 01
In the next row of boxes, please

B = 02 02 02 02 = B = 02tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views  C = 03 03 03 03 = C = 03
of the Conservative Party?

D = 04 04 04 04 = D = 04
c. Now in the next row please

E = 05 05 05 05 = E = 05tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views F = 06 06 06 06 = F = 06
of the Labour Party?

G = 07 07 07 07 = G = 07
d. And now, please tick

H = 08 08 08 08 = H = 08whichever box you think
comes closest to the views I = 09 09 09 09 = I = 09
of the Liberal Democrats? 

J = 10 10 10 10 = J = 10
  IN SCOTLAND ONLY

K = 11 11 11 11 = K = 11
e. Now tick whichever box you   

think comes closest to the views
of the Scottish National Party?

Left
ASK ALL Left of A = 12 12 12 12 =  of A = 12

f. Now please tell me the
Rightletters of the boxes Right of K = 13 13 13 13 =   of K = 13you ticked in each row,

starting with the first row Don't
Don't know = 98 98 98 98 = know = 98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE

INTERVIEWER:  You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to
change his or her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you
may confirm that letter F is the middle box.
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Taxation and Government Services

SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 2

27.   Please look at this page.

  Some people feel that government should put up taxes a lot and spend much more on health and social
  services.  These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)
  Other people feel that government should cut taxes a lot and spend much less on health and social
  services.  These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)
  And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F) or along here
  (POINT RIGHT K-F).

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
taxes and government spending.

f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND  
Now where do you think the a. b. c. d. ONLY
Conservative and Labour Own Conser- Liberal e.
parties stand: views vative Labour Democrat SNP

3717-18 3719-20 3721-22 3723-24 3725-26

b. First the Conservative Party.  A = 01 01 01 01 = A = 01
In the next row of boxes, please

B = 02 02 02 02 = B = 02tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views  C = 03 03 03 03 = C = 03
of the Conservative Party?

D = 04 04 04 04 = D = 04
c. Now in the next row please

E = 05 05 05 05 = E = 05tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views F = 06 06 06 06 = F = 06
of the Labour Party?

G = 07 07 07 07 = G = 07
d. And now, please tick

H = 08 08 08 08 = H = 08whichever box you think
comes closest to the views I = 09 09 09 09 = I = 09
of the Liberal Democrats? 

J = 10 10 10 10 = J = 10
  IN SCOTLAND ONLY

K = 11 11 11 11 = K = 11
e. Now tick whichever box you    

think comes closest to the views
of the Scottish National Party?

Left
ASK ALL Left of A = 12 12 12 12 =  of A = 12

f. Now please tell me the
Rightletters of the boxes Right of K = 13 13 13 13 =   of K = 13you ticked in each row,

starting with the first row Don't
Don't know = 98 98 98 98 = know = 98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE

INTERVIEWER:  You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to
change his or her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you
may confirm that letter F is the middle box.
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Nationalisation and Privatisation

SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 3

28.    Please look at this page.

   Some people feel that government should nationalise many more private companies.  These people
   would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)
   Other people feel that government should sell off many more nationalised industries .  These people
   would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)
   And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F) or along here
   (POINT RIGHT K-F).

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
nationalisation and privatisation.

f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND    
Now where do you think the a. b. c. d. ONLY
Conservative and Labour Own Conser- Liberal e.
parties stand: views vative Labour Democrat SNP

3727-28 3729-30 3731-32 3733-34 3735-36

b. First the Conservative Party.  A = 01 01 01 01 = A = 01
In the next row of boxes, please

B = 02 02 02 02 = B = 02tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views  C = 03 03 03 03 = C = 03
of the Conservative Party?

D = 04 04 04 04 = D = 04
c. Now in the next row please

E = 05 05 05 05 = E = 05tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views F = 06 06 06 06 = F = 06
of the Labour Party?

G = 07 07 07 07 = G = 07
d. And now, please tick

H = 08 08 08 08 = H = 08whichever box you think
comes closest to the views I = 09 09 09 09 = I = 09
of the Liberal Democrats? 

J = 10 10 10 10 = J = 10
  IN SCOTLAND ONLY

K = 11 11 11 11 = K = 11
e. Now tick whichever box you   

think comes closest to the views
of the Scottish National Party?

Left
ASK ALL Left of A = 12 12 12 12 =  of A = 12

f. Now please tell me the
Rightletters of the boxes Right of K = 13 13 13 13 =   of K = 13you ticked in each row,

starting with the first row Don't
Don't know = 98 98 98 98 = know = 98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE

INTERVIEWER:  You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to
change his or her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you
may confirm that letter F is the middle box.
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Redistribution

SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 4

29.    Please look at this page.

   Some people feel that government should make much greater efforts to make people's
   incomes more equal.  These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)
   Other people feel that government should be much less concerned about how equal 
   people's incomes are. These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)
   And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F)
   or along here (POINT RIGHT K-F).

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
redistributing income.

f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND   
Now where do you think the a. b. c. d. ONLY
Conservative and Labour Own Conser- Liberal e.
parties stand: views vative Labour Democrat SNP

3737-38 3739-40 3741-42 3743-44 3745-46

b. First the Conservative Party.  A = 01 01 01 01 = A = 01
In the next row of boxes, please

B = 02 02 02 02 = B = 02tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views  C = 03 03 03 03 = C = 03
of the Conservative Party?

D = 04 04 04 04 = D = 04
c. Now in the next row please

E = 05 05 05 05 = E = 05tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views F = 06 06 06 06 = F = 06
of the Labour Party?

G = 07 07 07 07 = G = 07
d. And now, please tick

H = 08 08 08 08 = H = 08whichever box you think
comes closest to the views I = 09 09 09 09 = I = 09
of the Liberal Democrats? 

J = 10 10 10 10 = J = 10
  IN SCOTLAND ONLY

K = 11 11 11 11 = K = 11
e. Now tick whichever box you   

think comes closest to the views
of the Scottish National Party?

Left
ASK ALL Left of A = 12 12 12 12 =  of A = 12

f. Now please tell me the
Rightletters of the boxes Right of K = 13 13 13 13 =   of K = 13you ticked in each row,

starting with the first row Don't
Don't know = 98 98 98 98 = know = 98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE

INTERVIEWER:  You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to
change his or her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you
may confirm that letter F is the middle box.
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European Union

SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 5

30.   Please look at this page.

  Some people feel that Britain should do all it can to unite fully with the European Union  (sometimes
  still called the European Community).  These people would put themselves in BOX A.  (POINT)
  Other people feel that Britain should do all it can to protect its independence from the European
  Union.  These people would put themselves in BOX K. (POINT)

  Other people have views somewhere in between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F) or along here
  (POINT RIGHT K-F).

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
the European Union.

f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND   
Now where do you think the a. b. c. d. ONLY
Conservative and Labour Own Conser- Liberal e.
parties stand: views vative Labour Democrat SNP

3747-48 3749-50 3751-52 3753-54 3755-56
b. First the Conservative Party.  A = 01 01 01 01 = A = 01

In the next row of boxes, please
B = 02 02 02 02 = B = 02tick whichever box you think

comes closest to the views  C = 03 03 03 03 = C = 03
of the Conservative Party?

D = 04 04 04 04 = D = 04
c. Now in the next row please

E = 05 05 05 05 = E = 05tick whichever box you think
comes closest to the views F = 06 06 06 06 = F = 06
of the Labour Party?

G = 07 07 07 07 = G = 07
d. And now, please tick

H = 08 08 08 08 = H = 08whichever box you think
comes closest to the views I = 09 09 09 09 = I = 09
of the Liberal Democrats? 

J = 10 10 10 10 = J = 10
  IN SCOTLAND ONLY

K = 11 11 11 11 = K = 11
e. Now tick whichever box you

think comes closest to the views
of the Scottish National Party?

Left
ASK ALL Left of A = 12 12 12 12 =  of A = 12

f. Now please tell me the
Rightletters of the boxes Right of K = 13 13 13 13 =   of K = 13you ticked in each row,

starting with the first row Don't
Don't know = 98 98 98 98 = know = 98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE

 SPARE

 3757-80

INTERVIEWER:  You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to
change his or her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you
may confirm that letter F is the middle box.
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CARD F
31. Using  this card, do you think the government should or should not

do the following, or doesn’t it matter either way?
READ OUT AND CODE a. AND b.

Doesn’t
Definitely Probably matter Probably Definitely (Don’t

should should either way should not should not know)
a. Introduce stricter laws to

regulate the activities of
trade unions? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3807

b. Give workers more say in
running the places where
they work? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3808

32. INTERVIEWER:  WRITE IN SERIAL NO.      

IF IT IS EVEN 1 GO TO Q34 3809

IF IT IS ODD 2 ASK Q33

IF ODD SERIAL NUMBER
33a. Generally speaking, do you thi nk of yourself as Conservative,

Labour, Liberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND: Nationalist; IF WALES:
Plaid Cymru), or what?
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a.
b. Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to

one of the parties than the others?
IF YES:  Which party? a. b.
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b. 3810-11 3812-13

Conservative 01 01

Labour 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03

Scottish National Party 04 GO TO 04 ASK c.

Plaid Cymru 05 c. 05

Green Party 06 06

Other (WRITE IN) a. ___________________________________________ 07 -

Other (WRITE IN) b. ___________________________________________ - 07

None/No 00 ASK b. 00 GO TO
ABOVE Q34

(Don’t know) 98 98

IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a. OR b.
c. Would you call yourself very strong ________ ( PARTY

NAMED AT a. OR b.), fairly strong or not very strong?

Very strong 1 3814

Fairly strong 2

Not very strong 3

(Don't know) 8
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ASK ALL

CARD G
34. Since the last general election in June 1992, would you say

that unemployment has increased or fallen?  Please choose
a phrase from the card.

Gone Gone Gone Gone
REPEAT FOR ITEMS b.- i. BELOW up up Stayed down down (Don't

a lot a little the same a little a lot  know)

a. (Unemployment) 1 2 3 4 5 8 3815

b. The rate of inflation? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3816

c. What about taxes? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3817
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d. The standard of the health service? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3818

e. Crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3819

f. The quality of education? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3820

g. Interest rates? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3821
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

h. Your own standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3822

i. The general standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3823

CARD H
35. Now suppose the Labour Party had won the last general election.

Would it have done better on unemployment than the
Conservatives, done worse, or wouldn’t it have made any
difference? Please choose a phrase from the card.

REPEAT FOR ITEMS b.- i. BELOW A lot A little No A little A lot (Don’t
better better difference worse worse know)

a. (Unemployment) 1 2 3 4 5 8 3824

b. The rate of inflation? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3825

c. What about taxes? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3826
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d. The standard of the health service? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3827

e. Crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3828

f. The quality of education? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3829

g. Interest rates? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3830
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

h. Your own standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3831

i. The general standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3832

SPARE
3833-38
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INTERVIEWER:
NOW ENTER THE SERIAL NUMBER ON THE SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE ...
... AND HAND IT TO THE RESPONDENT WITH A PENCIL

36a. The next set of questions, which are in this short questionnaire, wil l probably be easier
to answer if you read them.
All of them can be answered just by ticking a box.  If you don't have an opinion on a particular
question, just tick the ‘Neither’ box or the `Can't choose' box.

[ADD ONLY IF NECESSARY:
 The answers you give, like all the others, will be confidential.  All we put on this questionnaire
 is a number so that we can link it with the interview questionnaire.]
If you need any help, do please ask.  I will just be doing some paperwork while you fill in the
questionnaire.

*******

WHEN RESPONDENT HAS FINISHED, TAKE BACK THE SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE ...
... AND CHECK THAT EVERY QUESTION HAS BEEN ANSWERED
... AND CODE:

b.     Self-completion questionnaire completed
    and serial numbered

- and no help given 1 3839

- and help given 2

Not completed (WRITE IN REASON) _______________________

______________________________________________________ 3

37a. Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Britain's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?
IF GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER:   By a lot or a little?

Got a lot stronger 1 3840

Got a little stronger 2

Stayed about the same 3

Got a little weaker 4

Got a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

b. And looking forward to the year ahead, do you
think Britain's economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?
IF GET STRONGER OR WEAKER:   By a lot or a little?

Get a lot stronger 1 3841

Get a little stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a little weaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8
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38a. Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's income has fallen
behind prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than prices?
IF FALLEN BEHIND OR GONE UP: By a lot or a little?

Fallen behind prices a lot 1 3842

Fallen behind prices a little 2

Kept up with prices 3

Gone up by a little more than prices 4

Gone up by a lot more than prices 5

(Don't know) 8

b. And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's income will fall behind prices,
keep up with prices or go up by more than prices?
IF FALL BEHIND OR GO UP: By a lot or a little?

Fall behind prices a lot 1 3843

Fall behind prices a little 2

Keep up with prices 3

Go up by a little more than prices 4

Go up by a lot more than prices 5

(Don't know) 8

39. Compared with two or three years ago, do you and your household
nowadays generally feel more secure or less secure against crime,
or do you not feel any different?
IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?

A lot more secure 1 3844

A little more secure 2

No difference 3

A little less secure 4

A lot less secure 5

40. And compared with two or three years ago, do you and your household
nowadays generally feel more confident or less confident about being
able to keep or find a job, or do you not feel any different?
IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?

A lot more confident 1 3845

A little more confident 2

No difference 3

A little less confident 4

A lot less confident 5

Does not apply 6
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41. Compared with two or three years ago, do you and your household
nowadays generally feel more confident or less confident about being
able to keep up your standard of living, or do you not feel any different?

IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?
A lot more confident 1 3846

A little more confident 2

No difference 3

A little less confident 4

A lot less confident 5

42. And compared with two or three years ago, do you and your household
nowadays generally feel more confident or less confident about being
able to keep up with your mortgage or rent payments, or do you not
feel any different?

IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?
A lot more confident 1 3847

A little more confident 2

No difference 3

A little less confident 4

A lot less confident 5

Does not apply 6

43. And compared with two or three years ago, do you and your household
nowadays generally feel more confident or less confident that the
National Health Service will be able to look after you properly when
you need it, or do you not feel any different?

IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?

A lot more confident 1 3848

A little more confident 2

No difference 3

A little less confident 4

A lot less confident 5

ASK Q.44a IN SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND ONLY
IN WALES, GO TO Q.44b
CARD I AND READ OUT

44a. An issue in Scotland is the question of an elected
Assembly - a special parliament for Scotland dealing
with Scottish affairs.  Which of these statements comes
closest to your view …  READ OUT …

… Scotland should become independent, separate from
the UK and the European Union, 01 3849-50

Scotland should become independent, separate from
the UK but part of the European Union, 02

Scotland should remain part of the UK but with its own elected
Assembly that has some taxation and spending powers, 03

 or, there should be no change from the present system? 04

Other (WRITE IN) ________________________________________ 05

(Don’t know) 98
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ASK IN WALES ONLY
CARD J AND READ OUT

44b. An issue in Wales is the question of an elected Assembly -
a special parliament for Wales dealing with Welsh affairs.
Which of these statements comes closest to your view
… READ OUT…

… Wales should become independent, separate from
the UK and the European Union, 01 3851-52

Wales should become independent, separate from
the UK but part of the European Union, 02

Wales should remain part of the UK but with its own elected
Assembly that has some taxation and spending powers, 03

or, there should be no change from the present system? 04

Other (WRITE IN) _____________________________________ 05

(Don’t know) 98

ASK ALL
45a. Now, thinking of the next general election in a year or so’s time.

Which party do you think you are most likely to vote  for then?
CODE ONE ONLY

Conservative 01 3853-54

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04 ASK b.

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) _____________________________________ 07

Refused to say 96

(Probably) would not vote 97 GO TO Q.46

(Don't know) 98

IF PARTY NAMED AT a.
b. Do you think you might seriously consider voting

for another party then?

Yes 1 ASK c. 3855

No 2
GO TO Q.46

(Don't know) 8
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IF YES AT b.

45c. Which other party?

CODE ONE ONLY

Conservative 01 3856-57

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) _____________________________________ 07

Refused to say 96

(Probably) would not vote 97

(Don't know) 98

ASK ALL
46. CARD K

Suppose the Conservative Party were to win the next general
election.  Do you think that unemployment would be likely to
go up or go down?  Please choose a phrase from the card.
REPEAT FOR b. TO d. BELOW

Stay Go Go
Go up Go up the down down (Don’t
a lot a little same a little a lot know)

a.  …  (unemployment)? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3858

b. The rate of inflation? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3859

c. Taxes? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3860

d. Crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3861

CARD K AGAIN
47. Again supposing the Conservative Party won the next

general election.  Do you think that the standard of the
health service would go up or go down?

REPEAT FOR b. TO e. BELOW
Stay Go Go

Go up Go up the down down (Don’t
a lot a little same a little a lot know)

a. ...(the standard of the health service)? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3862

b. The quality of education? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3863

c. Interest rates? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3864

d. Your own standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3865

e. The general standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3866
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48. And supposing the Conservative Party won the
next general election.  Do you think that Britain’s economy
would get stronger, get weaker, or stay about the same?
IF STRONGER OR WEAKER: By a lot or a little?

Get a lot stronger 1 3867

Get a little stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a little weaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

SPARE
CARD K AGAIN 3868-80

49. Now suppose the Labour Party were to win the next general
election.  Do you think that unemployment would be likely
to go up or go down?  Please choose a phrase from the card.
REPEAT FOR b. TO d. BELOW

Stay Go Go
Go up Go up the down down (Don’t
a lot a little same a little a lot know)

a.  …  (unemployment)? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3907

b. The rate of inflation? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3908

c. Taxes? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3909

d. Crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3910

CARD K AGAIN
50. Again supposing the Labour Party won the next

general election.  Do you think that the standard of
the health service would go up or go down?
REPEAT FOR b. TO e. BELOW Stay Go Go

Go up Go up the down down (Don’t
a lot a little same a little a lot know)

a. ...(the standard of the health service)? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3911

b. the quality of education? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3912

c. interest rates? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3913

d. your own standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3914

e. the general standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 3915

51. And again, supposing the Labour Party won the next
general election. Do you think that Britain’s economy
would get stronger, get weaker, or stay about the same?
IF STRONGER OR WEAKER: By a lot or a little?

Get a lot stronger 1 3916

Get a little stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a little weaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8
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52a. May I just check your age last birthday?
3917-18

INTERVIEWER:  PLEASE CODE

b. Is the respondent male or female?

Male 1 3919

Female 2

CARD L
53. Which of these descriptions applies to what you were doing

last week, that is, in the seven days ending last Sunday?
PROBE:  Any others?  CODE ALL THAT APPLY IN COLUMN I
IF ONLY ONE CODE AT I, TRANSFER IT TO COLUMN II
IF MORE THAN ONE AT I, TRANSFER HIGHEST ON LIST TO II

COL I COL II
ECONOMIC
POSITION

In full-time education (not paid for by employer,
including on vacation) A 01 3920-21

On government training/employment programme (eg.
Youth Training, Training for Work, etc.) B 02

In paid work (or away temporarily) for at least
10 hours in the week C 03

Waiting to take up paid work already accepted D 04

Unemployed and registered at a benefit office E 05

Unemployed, not registered, but actively looking for a job
(of at least 10 hours a week) F 06

Unemployed, wanting a job (of at least 10 hrs per week)
 but not actively looking for a job G 07

Permanently sick or disabled H 08

Wholly retired from work J 09

Looking after the home K 10

Doing something else (WRITE IN) _______________________________ L 11

54a. Is there a telephone in (your part of) this
accommodation?

Yes 1 ASK b. 3922

No 2 GO TO Q55

IF ‘Yes’ AT a.
b. A few interviews on any survey are checked by a

supervisor to make sure that people are satisfied
with the way the interview was carried out.  In case
my supervisor needs to contact you, it would be
helpful if we could have your telephone number.

IF NUMBER GIVEN, WRITE IN ON ARF - NOT HERE!

Number given 1 3923

Number refused/no number 2
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ASK ALL
55a. Because the survey is designed to measure change

over time, we would like to contact you again within
the next year.

INTERVIEWER: CHECK PAGE 1 OF ARF
(RIGHT HAND LABEL)

Stable address on ARF 1 ASK b. 3924

No stable address on ARF 2 GO TO c.
IF STABLE ADDRESS ON ARF

b. Last time you kindly gave us the address of
someone who would still know your whereabouts.

READ ADDRESS AND 'PHONE NUMBER
FROM PAGE 1 OF THE ARF

If necessary, could we contact that address next ti me? Yes 1 GO TO Q56 3925

No 2 ASK c.

IF ‘No’ AT b.
c. Is there an (other) address or 'phone number you could

give or of someone who would know your whereabouts?

Yes 1 COMPLETE d. 3926

No 2 GO TO Q56

d. WRITE `STABLE ADDRESS' (AND 'PHONE NO) ON THE ARF, NOT HERE!

        24 hour clock
56a. TIME INTERVIEW ENDED

WRITE IN: 3927-30

b. TOTAL LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:
(SEE FRONT COVER AND a. ABOVE)

MINUTES: 3931-33

c. INTERVIEWER SIGNATURE:

_________________________________

d. DATE OF INTERVIEW: DAY MONTH YEAR

3934-39

SPARE
3940-80

THANK YOU

      
 PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT THE ARF IS COMPLETELY FILLED IN, INCLUDING

THE RESPONDENT'S NAME (AND 'PHONE NO AND STABLE ADDRESS IF GIVEN)

* PLEASE CHECK THE QUESTIONNAIRES AND RETURN THEM TO THE OFFICE
AS SOON AS YOU CAN

* RETURN THE COMPLETED ARF TO THE OFFICE IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE,
NOT WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRES OR SCALE BOOKLET

9 60
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1 • •Unemployment and Inflation

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

1

Getting people back to work[I I I [I ] I I I [ ] Keeping prices down
should be the government's should be the government's

top Priority _------" _ top Priority
AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Getting people back to workD I I [[I-f~ I CJ Keeping prices down
should be the government's should be the government's

top Priority . _ _ _ .____ top Priority
AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you thmk comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Getting people back to workI I I I [I IJ I I I
should be the 90~:~n;I~~:~~__ _ _

A B C o E F G H J K

I Keeping prices down
~hOUld be the government's
top Priority

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Getting people back to work CJ J [I ]--J -~r-J 1-0 Keeping prices down
should be the government's I _ I should be the government's

top Priority __ . __ _ __'----_...L _ top Priority
AB CD E F G H I J K

P 1559 SCALE 1
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N2 • •Taxation and Governml:!nt Services

Put up taxes a lot oTICk the b,o' ,eoEJ~omes CI[OSJestto the Cljonserv1atlve PIartY'Sr~Vlews Cut taxes a lot

and spend much more on and spend much less on
health & social services health & sOGlal services

AB C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you thlnl( comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Put up taxes a lot [-IJ [I-I--C--T--IIJ~Cut taxes a lot
and spend much more on I and spend much less on

health & slDclal services _ __ _ L_ __ health & social services
AB CD E F G H I J K

P 1559
SCALE 2
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3 • •Nationalisation and Privatisation

Tick the box you think comes closest! to your own views

Nationalise many[J
more private

companies
A B C o E F G H J

P 1559

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Nationalise many [J I CJ I I J I I D Sell off manymore private more nationalised
companies industries

AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Natllo~~~~~~~~:[J I CJ L_J J I J_~I__J;~~~~~~~~:~lIsed
AB C 0 E F G H I J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Nationalise many [J I CJ I I J I I I~ Sell off manymore private more nationalised
companies industries

AB CD E F G H J K

SCALE 3
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4 • Redistribution •
Tick the box you think comes c1osesl! to your own views

Make much greater[J I [J I le] I [ D Be much less concerned
efforts to make people's about how l~qual people's

Incomles more equal '-----_ ~~--' .__ Incomes arl~

~, B C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Make much greater[J r [D C-j I [ ---J Be much less concerned
efforts to make people's about how equal people's

InCOml~S more equal Incomes ar,e
AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you Hunk comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Make much greater [J I [J [J j I I D Be much less concerned
efforts to make people's about how ,equal people's

InCOml~S more equal L~~ ~_ Incomes arle
AB C 0 E F G H I J K

Tick the box you thlnlk comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Make much greater[J I [J I [l ] D Be much less concerned
efforts to make people's about how ,equal people's

Incomes more equal _. _..L-_ Incomes arl~

AB C 0 E F G H J K

P 1559 SCALE 4
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Britain should

• European Union •
Britain should"

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

Do all It can to [J
unite fully with the

EUlrOpean Union
A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Do all It can to [J [ Cl [I [J I l~ Do all It can to protectunite fully with the Its Independence. from
EUlrOpean Union _ _ _ _ the Europealn Union

AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

un~~r~!~a~1~::~~ [JL~_I CLl [-l I I I~ ~~I~~~~~~~~~~£!~~~
AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you thlnl( comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

un~~~~rl:a~1~J~~[J I Cl [J ~I I I I~~I £'~~~~~~~~~~ii!~~~
AB C 0 E F G H J K

P 1559 SCALE 5
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1 • •Unemployment and Inflation

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own vIews

A B C o E H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Getting people back to work I I I I I I I I I I l IKeeping prices down
should be the go~~~n;~~:~; '-----_ __ ~:~~:r~t~he government's

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Getting people back to work I I I I I I I I I I I IKeeping prices down
should be the go~~~n;~~:~; '-----___ __ ~::~I~:r~t~he government's

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Getting people back to work I I [---I l I I I I I 1_ IKeeping prices down
should be the government's should be the government's

top priority '-----_ _ . top priority
A B C o E F G H J K

P 1559 SCALE 1
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2 • •Taxation and Government Services

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

A B C D E F H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Put up taxes a lot I I I I I I l-=r~ I I ICut taxes a lotand spend much more on and spend much less on
health & social services __ __ health & social services

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Put up taxes a lot I I I I I I I I I I I ICut taxes a lotand spend much more on and spend much less on
health & social services __ __' health & social services

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Put up taxes a lot I I I I I I I I I I I ICut taxes a lotand spend much more on and spend much less on
health & social services __ _----' health & social services

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Scottish National Party's views

Put up taxes a lot \ I \ I I I I I I l I ICut taxes a lotand spend much more on and spend much less on
health & social services health & social services

P 1559
A B C D E F G H J K

SCALE 2
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93 • •Nationalisation and Privatisation

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

NatIO~~~~~~~~~:1'-__I I I I '---Cl I I 1__1~~~:~~~~~~lIsed
A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

NatIO~~~~~~~~~: ~I-~I I I Cl I I I I I~--I ~~~:~~~~~~lIsed
A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

A

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Scottish National Party's views

NatIO~~~~~~~~: I I I I I I I I I I I I~~~:~~~~~~lIsed
P 1559

A B C D E F G H J K

SCALE 3
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4 • Redistribution •
Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

A

A

8

8

C D E F G H J K

K

A 8 C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

effort~~~em~~~hp;~~~~7: II-~-- -l--l--- I I -- -- - - I
Incomes more equal~ --L LJ__

AB C D E F G H J K

Be much less concerned
about how equal people's
Incomes are

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Scottrsh National Party's views

Make much greater I [----J---J I I I I I I I IBe much less concerned
efforts to make people's about how equal people's

Incomes more equal . . Incomes are

P 1559

A 8 c D E F G H J K

SCALE 4
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Britain should:

• European Union •
Britain should

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

A B C D E F G H J K

Do all It can to \
unite fully with the

European Umon

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

I I I I I I I I I 1__1~~'~~~~~~:~~i£!~~~
A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

A B C D E F G H J K

P 1559

A B C D E F G H J K

SCALE 5
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BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY
OCTOBER 1996 TELEPHONE SURVEY

1

2a

b

c

Serial number

Time interwew started

INTERVIEWER RECORD RESPONDENT’S SEX Male

Female

Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservatwe,

Labour, Liberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND Nationalist, IF WALES
Plaid Cymru), or what?
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a

IF NONE/DON’T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a

Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to

me of the parhee than the others?
IF YES Which party~ CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b

Conservatwe

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party

Plald Cymru

Green Party

Other (WRITE IN) a

Other (WRITE IN) b

None/No

(Don’t know)

F ANY PARTY CODED AT a OR b

Nould you call yourself very strong (PARTY
NAMED AT a OR b ), fairly strong or not vety strong?

Very strong

Fairly strong

Not very strong

(Don’t know)

1

2

a
?25-4226

01’

02

03

04

05

06

07

_

GO

TO
“c

00 ASK
b

98 ABOVE

1

2

3

8

b
4227-4228

01

02

03

04

05

06

07—

00 GO
TO

98 Q32

a
CD42

.205-06

G

~

~
SPARE

~

4222

3PARE

223.24

4229

sPARE

4230-41

~T CENfRE FOR RESEARCH lNfO ELECTIONS AND SOCIAL TRE:NM 3 8 B8

An FSRC Research Cenlre
at
SOCIal and CommUl1lty Planrung R=h & Nuflield College Oxfcnl

P.1611

35 Northampton Square
LoOOon ECIV OAX
Telephone Ol7J-250 1866

October 1996

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY
OCTOBER 1996 TELEPHONE SURVEY

None/No

Serial number

Time intervIew started

(Don't know)

E

4201-04

ITllTJ CD42

4205-06

BATCH

rnrn 4207-11

4212 15
SPARE

4216-21

1 4222

2

SPARE

4223-24

l2~5-4226 b
4227-4228

I 01'" 01 '"

I
02 02

I
03 GO 03

04 TO 04
'l;K

05
c

05

06 06

07

'" 07",

00 ASK 00 GO
b TO

98 ABOVE 98 03a

1 4229

2

3

8 SPAR

4230-41

Male

Female

INTERVIEWER RECORD RESPONDENT'S SEX

IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a OR b

c Would you call yourself very strong (PARTY
NAMED AT a OR b), fairly strong or not very strong?

Very strong

Fairly strong

Not very strong

(Don't know)

Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

Other (WRITE IN) a _

Other (WRITE IN) b _

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a

b Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to
one of the parties than the others?
IF YES Which party? CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b

2a Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative,
Labour, Liberal Democrat (IF SCOTLAND Nationalist, IF WALES
Plaid Cymru), or what?
CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a



3

4a

b

c

d

5a

b

c

d

2

f there was a general elecbon tomorrow, which
]ohtmal party do you think you would be most
Ikely to aupport~

ZODE ONE ONLY
Conservatwe

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Scottwh Nahonal Party

Plald Cymru

Green Party

Other (WRITE IN)

None

Refused to say

(Don’t know)

3n the whole, would you describe the Conservatwe
~ nowadays as READ OUT AND
3ECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN

a b
4nd the Labour Party Conser-
)owadays, IS It vative Labour
3EAD OUT 4244 4245

extreme, 1 1
4nd the L!beral Democrats,
ire they or, moderate? 2 2
3EAD tiUT

(Nekher or both) 3 3
SCOTLAND ONLY
4ndthe Scottish National (Don’t know) 8 8
~, Is!t
3EAD OUT

!nd would you describe the Conservatwe
~ nowadays as READ OUT AND
3ECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN

a b
4nd the Labour Part! COnser-
)owadays, IS It vatwe Labour
3EAD OUT 4248 4249

umted, 1 1
4nd the Liberal Democrats,
ire they or, dw!ded~ 2 2
3EAD OUT

(Neither or both) 3 3
;COTLAND ONLY
!nd the Scottish National
~, Is It
3EAD OUT

(Don’t know) 8 8

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

96

98

c

Llb Dem
4246

1

2

3

8

c

Lib Dem
4250

1

2

3

8

jCOTLAN
ONLY

d

SNP
4247

1

2

3

8

;COTLAN
ONLY

d

SNP
4251

1

2

3

8
. . . . . . . . .

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

4242-43

2

3

SNP
4247

1

2

3 If there was a general election tomorrow, which
political party do you think you would be most
likely to support?

CODE ONE ONLY
Conservative 01

Labour 02

Liberal Democrats 03

Scoltish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) 07

None 08

Refused to say 96

(Don't know) 98

4a On the whole, would you descnbe the Conservative
Party nowadays as READ OUT AND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN

a b c
b And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, IS It vallve Labour Llb Dem
READ OUT 4244 4245 4246

extreme, 1 1 1
c And the liberal Democrats,

are they or, moderate? 2 2 2
READ OUT

(Neither or both) 3 3 3
d SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8
Party, IS It
READ OUT

r------------
I

i SCOTLAND
: ONLY
: d
I
,
,
,
,
,
,,,
,
,

I
I
I
I
I,
I
I
I
I
I
,

: 8L _

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

4242-43

Sa And would you descnbe the Conservative r------------

Party nowadays as READ OUT AND SCOTLAND
RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN ONLY

a b c d
b And the Labour Party Conser-

nowadays, IS It vallve Labour Llb Dem SNP
READ OUT 4248 4249 4250 4251

united, 1 1 1 1
c And the Liberal Democrats,

are they or, divided? 2 2 2 2
READ OUT

(Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
d SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Don't know) 8 8 8 8
Party, IS It

l.. ____________

READ OUT



6a

b

7a

b

c

8a

3

Ind would you describe the Conservatwe Party
lowadays as a party READ OUT

that keeps Its promises,

or, breaks Its promwes~

(Neither or both)

(Don’t know)

Urd the Labour Pariy nowadays Is It a
larty READ OUT

that would keep Its prom!ses,

or, would break Its promises

(Neither or both)

(Don’t know)

)0 you think that John Major IS doing a good job or
i bad job as Pr!me Mmwter, or ne!ther~ IF GOOD/BAD
s that vey goodhad or Iarly good/bad7
3ECORD IN COLUMN a BELOW

$nd do you think that Tony Blaw would do a good job or
I bad lob as Prime Mmwter, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD
s that very good/bad or fairly goodhad?
IECORD IN COLUMN b BELOW

+nd do you think that Paddy Ashdown would do a good job
)r a bad Job as Prime Mm!ster, or nelther7 IF GOOD/BAD
s that very good/bad or fairly good/bad~
?ECORD IN COLUMN C BELOW

a
Conservatwe

1

2

3

8

b
Labour

1

2

3

8

a
John
Major

4254

Very good 1

Fairly good 2

Neither good nor bad 3

Farly bad 4

Very bad 5

(Don’t know) 8

.ookmg back over the last year or so, would you say
hat Brtam’s economy has got strongar, got weaker
)r has stayed about tha same?
F GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a Ilttle?

Got a lot stronger

Got a httle stronger

Stayed about the same

Got a httle weaker

Got a lot weaker

(Don’t know)

1

2

3

4

5

8

b
Tony
Blew

4255

1

2

3

4

5

8

c

Aahdown

4256

1

2

3

4

5

8

6a And would you descnbe the ConselVatlve Party
nowadays as a party READ OUT

3

a
Conservative

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

that keeps Its promises,

or, breaks Its promises?

1

2

4252

b And the Labour Party nowadays Is It a
party READ OUT

(Neither or both) 3

(Don't know) 8

b
Labour

that would keep Its promises,

or, would break Its promises

(Neither or both)

(Don't know)

la Do you think that John Major IS dOing a good job or
a bad Job as Pnme Minister, or neither? IF GOODIBAD
Is that very goodlbad or fairly good/bad?
RECORD IN COLUMN a BELOW

b And do you think that Tony Blalr would do a good Job or
a bad Job as Prime MInister, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD
Is that very good/bad or fairly goodlbad?
RECORD IN COLUMN b BELOW

1

2

3

8

4253

c And do you think that Paddy Ashdown would do a good job
or a bad job as Prime Minister, or neither? IF GOOD/BAD a b c
Is that very good/bad or fairly good/bad? John Tony Paddy
RECORD IN COLUMN c BELOW Malor Blalr Ashdown

4254 4255 4256

Very good 1 1 1

Fairly good 2 2 2
Neither good nor bad 3 3 3

Fairly bad 4 4 4

Very bad 5 5 5
(Don't know) B B B

Ba Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Britain's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?
IF GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a little?

Got a lot stronger

Got a Iitlle stronger

Stayed about the same

2

3

4257

Got a little weaker 4

Got a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8



8b And Iookmg forward to the year ahead, do you
think Bntam’e economy WIII get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?
IF GET STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a ltlle~

4

Get a lot stronger I

Get a httle stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a Mtle waaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don’t know) 8

c Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household’s income has fallen
behind prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than pnces~
IF FALLEN BEHIND OR GONE UP By a lot or a Ittla?

Fallen behind prices a lot 1

Fallen behind prices a httle 2

Kept up with pncee 3

Gone up by a Mtle more than prices 4

Gone up by a lot more than prices 5

(Don’t know) 8

d And Iooklng at the year ahead, do you expect
your household’s income WIII fall behind prices,
keep up with prices or go up by more than pnces~
IF FALL BEHIND OR GO UP By a lot or a httle~

Fall behind prices a lot 1

Fall behind prices a little 2

Keep up with prices 3

Go up by a httle more than prices 4

Go up by a lot more than prices 5

(Don’t know) 8

9 Which party do you think WIII form the government,
after the next general electlonv

PLEASE DO NOT READ OUT
CODE ONE ONLY

I

Consewatwe Party 1

Labour Party 2

Liberal Democrats 3

More than one parfy/a coahtlon 4
(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

(Don’t know) 8

4

Bb And looking forward to the year ahead, do you
think Bntaln's economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?
IF GET STRONGER OR WEAKER By a lot or a IInle?

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

Get a lot stronger

Get a IInle stronger

Stay about the same

Get a IInle weaker

1

2

3

4

4258

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) B

c LookIng back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's Income has fallen
behind pnces, kept up with pnces or gone up
by more than pnces?
IF FALLEN BEHIND OR GONE UP By a lot or a IInle?

Fallen behind pnces a lot

Fallen behind pnces a IIt11e

Kept up With pnces

Gone up by a little more than pnces

Gone up by a lot more than pnces

(Don't know)

d And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's Income ~vllI fall behind prices,
keep up With pnces or go up by more than pnces?
IF FALL BEHIND OR GO UP Bya lot or a little?

Fall behind pnces a lot

Fall behind pnces a little

1

2

3

4

5

B

2

4259

4260

Keep up With pnces 3

Go up by a IIt11e more than pnces 4

Go up by a lot more than pnces 5

(Don't know) B

9 Which party do you think Will form the government,
after the next general election?

PLEASE DO NOT READ OUT
CODE ONE ONLY

Conservative Party

Labour Party 2

4261

Liberal Democrats 3

More than one party/a coalition 4
(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

(Don't know) B



.—

1Oa

b

11

a

b

c

d

ay I just check, what was your age last blrlhday?
WRITE IN m

lay I lust check your addreas again, 10 make sure we have
ot It rlght~

/RITE IN ADDRESS AND POSTCODE
SK FOR POSTCODE IF IT IS NOT GIVEN

POSTCODE

4TERVIEWER PLEASE RECORD

late of mterwew
PLEASE WRITE IN

‘ime Interwewcompleted
PLEASE WRITE IN

ength of mtervew
PLEASE WRITE IN

7tervlewer name Intefv!ewer No

m 1’”

u- “’’”’es

FFICE
USE
)NLY

262.63

1264.67

!268 71

$2/2 73

427477

SPARE

4278.S0

5

10a May I Just check, what was your age last birthday?

b May I Just check your address again, to make sure we have
got It nght?

WRITE IN ADDRESS AND POSTCODE
ASK FOR POSTCODE IF IT IS NOT GIVEN

POSTCODE

WRITE IN CD

OFFICE
USE

ONLY

4262·63

11 INTERVIEWER PLEASE RECORD

a Date of interview

~1996PLEASE WRITE IN 4264·67

b Time interview completed

UITIPLEASE WRITE IN 4268 71

C Length of Interview

CDPLEASE WRITE IN Minutes 42/273

d Interviewer name Interviewer No IIIIJD 427477

SPARE

4276·80



CREST –38d8
CEIWXEFOR RFSEARCH ~ELRCI’IONS AND SOCIAL’TRFIWX

An ESRC Rfxarch Came 35 Nomian@” square
at London I?CIV OAX
Sccial and Community -g Research& Nuflield College Oxfad Telepboriei 0171.2501866

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY

P.1611 OCTOBER 1996 SURVEY October 1996

Please answer the questions by placing a tick (/) in one or more of the boxes.

1. Please say whether you are... (/)

. ..male. ❑
or female ❑

2a.

b.

Many people lean toward a particular party for a long time
although they may occasionally vote for a different party.
How about you? Do you in general lean toward a particular
party? If so, which?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Parly

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH)

Do not lean towards any party

Taken altogether, do you lean toward this particular party,..

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY vey strongly

fairly strongly

or, not very strongly?

&l/
Q
Q
Q

}

PLEASE
ANSWER

❑ b. BELOW

Q

;

~+ PLEASE GO TO 3a.

EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER
3. If there were a general election tomorrow, which political

party do you think you would be most likely to support?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Scottish National Party

Plaid Cymru

Green Party

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH)

(/)

Q
Q
❑
m
Eii
EJ

Q

4

SPA
!223

$230

4

SPA
4233

4242

~T CENTRE FOR RESEARCH INfO ELECIlONS AND SOCIAL TRENDS
-3 Bd B

An ESRC ReseardJ Centre
at
Social and Community Planning Research & Nuffield College Wool

35 NonhamplOn Square
London ECIV OAX
Telephone: 0171-250 1866

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY
P.1611 OCTOBER 1996 SURVEY October 1996

Please answer the questions by placing a tick ("f) in one or more of the boxes.

1. Please say whether you are...

...male,

or female

(01)

o
o

4:

423C

sp~

422,

PLEASE
ANSWER
b. BELOW

Labour

Liberal Democrats

Do not lean towards any party

LJ
Q
Q

Scottish National Party Q
Plaid Cymru Q

Other party (PLEASE SAY WHICH), G_re_e_n_p_a_rt_

y B)
Q -> PLEASE GO TO 3a.

2a. Many people lean toward a particular party for a long time
although they may occasionally vote for a different party.
How about you? Do you in general lean toward a particular
party? If so, which?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Conservative



2

4. On the whole, would you describe ~ of the main parties

as extreme or moderate nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANS WER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES,

Extreme

Moderate

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

a.
Conservative

Party

(4244)

•1

❑

b.
Labour Perty

(4245)

•1

R

I

1 ANSWER d.
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND:

c. I d.

Democrats

(4246)

c1

❑

Liberal ] Scottish Nationa
Party

(4247)

c1

❑

5. And would you describe ~ of the main parties
as united or divided nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES.

a.
Conservative

Party

(4248)

United m

Divided ❑

OtheranswerL(PLEASE WRITE IN)

b.
Labour Party

(4249)

m

❑

c.
Liberal

(4250)

IIJ

G1

ANSWER d.

ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND:

d.
Scottish National

Party

(4251)

m

L2

6a, And would you describe the Conservative Party

nowadays as a party

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

b. And the Labour Party nowadays.

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

Conservative

that keeps its promises, ~

or, breaks its promises? ~

Neither or both ❑
Can’t choose ❑

Is it a party.,.

Labour

(/)

that would keep its promises, u

or, would break its promises? D

Neither or both ❑
Can’t choose ❑

4252

4253

2

FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES. ANSWER d.
ONLY IF IN

SCOTLAND:

a. c. d.
Conservative b. Liberal Scottish National

Party Labour Party Democrats Party

(4244) (4245) (4246) (4247)

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

Extreme

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

Moderate

4. On the whole, would you describe each of the main parties
as extreme or moderate nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER

FOR EACH OF THE PARTIES. ANSWER d.
ONLYIFIN
SCOTLAND:

a. c. d.
Conservative b. Liberal Scottish National

Party Labour Party Democrats Party

(4248) (4249) (4250) (4251)

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

United

Other answer
(PLEASE WRITE IN)

Divided

5. And would you describe each of the main parties
as united or divided nowadays?

PLEASE GIVE AN ANSWER

6a. And would you describe the Conservative Partv
nowadays as a party ...

Conservative
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y (,I)

... that keeps Its promises, 0
or, breaks its promises? 0

Neither or both 0
Can't choose D

4252

b. And the Labour Party nowadays. Is it a party...
Labour

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y (.I)

... that would keep its promises, 0
or, would break its promises? 0

Neither or both 0
Can't choose D

4253
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7a.

b.

c.

How good or bad a job do you think that
John Major ~ doing as Prime Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a.

m

a. b.

John Tony
And how good or bad a job do you think that Major Blair
TonyBlair-doss Prime Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b.

4254 4255

— —

And how good or bad a job do you think that
Very good u u

PaddyAahdown-doss Prime
Minister?

Fairly good ❑ ❑
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN C,

Neither good nor bad •~n

Fairly bad ❑ ❑
Very bad ❑ ❑

c.
Paddy

Aahdown

4256

❑
❑
m

L!
cl

8a. Looking back over thelast~ear or so, would you say
that Britain’s economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

b. And looking forward to the ~ do you
think Britain’s economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

(/)

Got a lot stronger ;

Got a little stronger ~

Stayed about the same ~

Got a little weaker ~

Got a lot weaker ~

(/)

Get a lot stronger ❑
Get a little stronger ❑

Stay about the same ~

Get a little weaker ~

Get a lot weaker ~

c. Looking back over the last vear or so, would
you say your household’s income has fallen
behind prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than prices? (/)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Fallen behind prices a lot ❑
Fallen behind prices a little ❑

—

Kept up with prices ~

Gone up by a little more than prices ~

Gone up by a lot more than prices ~

4

4

4

3

7a. How good or bad a job do you think that
John Major is doing as Prime Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN a.

b. And how good or bad a job do you think that
Tony Blair would do as Prime Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN b.

c. And how good or bad a job do you think that
Paddy Ashdown would do as Prime
Minister?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN COLUMN c.

Very good

Fairly good

Neither good nor bad

Fairly bad

Very bad

a. b. c.
John Tony Paddy
Major Blair Ashdown
4254 4255 4256

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

,
I

D D D
0 0 0

8a. Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Britain's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same? (.I)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Got a lot stronger 0
Got a little stronger 0

Stayed about the same 0
Got a little weaker D

Got a lot weaker 0

4

b. And looking forward to the year ahead, do you
think Britain's economy will get stronger, get
weaker or stay about the same? (.I)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Get a lot stronger 0 4

Get a little stronger 0
Stay about the same 0

Get a little weaker D
Get a lot weaker 0

c. Looking back over the last year or so, would
you say your household's income has fallen
behind prices, kept up with prices or gone up
by more than prices? (.I)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y Fallen behind prices a lot 0 4

Fallen behind prices a little 0
Kept up with prices 0

Gone up by a little more than prices D
Gone up by a lot more than prices 0



8d.

4

And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household’s income will fall behind prices,
keep up with prices or go up by more than prices?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Fall behind prices a lot

Fall behind prices a little

Keep up with prices

Go up by a little more than prices

Go up by a lot more than prices

9. Which parlydo youthink will form the government,

after the next general election? (/)

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ZIConservative Party I

Labour Party ❑
‘uLiberal Democrats

More than one party/a coalition a
(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

Don’t know L

10a. What was your age last birthday? PLEASE WRITE IN

b. And on what date did you fill in the questionnaire?
pLEASEWRITEIN ~ ~ 1996

Thank you very much for your help.

Please return the questionnaire in the
envelope provided.

4

4

$26

$26

SP
426

Bd. And looking at the year ahead, do you expect
your household's income will fall behind prices,
keep up with prices or go up by more than prices?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONL Y

4

Fall behind prices a lot

Fall behind prices a little

Keep up with prices

Go up by a little more than prices

Go up by a lot more than prices

(.....)

o
o
o
D
o

4

More than one party/a coalition
(PLEASE SAY WHICH PARTIES)

9. Which party do you think will form the government,
after the next general election?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY Conservative Party

Labour Party

Liberal Democrats

(.....)

o
n
o
u

4

10a. What was your age last birthday?

b. And on what date did you fill in the questionnaire?

Thank you very much for your help.

Please return the questionnaire in the
envelope provided.

Don't know C

PLEASE WRITE IN CD

PLEASE WRITE IN IT] CD 1996

426:

426

Sf
421
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4401-04 4405-06 4407

Serial
Number Card Field area

4408-10 4411-14

Sampling Time interview
Point started

          24 hr clock

4415-18

Interview
Number

SPARE  4419-21

 44



1

ASK ALL

1. Would you say you cared a good deal which
party won the recent general election or
that you didn't care very much which party won?

Cared a good deal 1 4422

Didn't care very much 2

2a. Do you regularly read one or more daily morning
newspapers? Yes 1 ASK b. 4423

No 2 GO TO Q3.

IF YES AT a.

b. Which daily morning newspaper do you read most often?
CODE ONE ONLY

The Express 01 4424-25

(Scottish) Daily Mail 02

The (Scottish) Mirror/Daily Record 03

Daily Star (of Scotland) 04

The Sun 05

Daily Telegraph 07

Financial Times 08

The Guardian 09

The Independent 10

The Times 11

The Scotsman 12

The (Glasgow) Herald 13

 (Aberdeen) Press and Journal 14

Other Scottish/Welsh/regional or local daily morning paper (WRITE IN)

____________________________________________________ 15

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________________ 16

ASK ALL WHO READ ANY NEWSPAPER
c. About how often do you read ________ (NEWSPAPER

READ MOST OFTEN)? 
Every day 1 4426

4 or 5 days a week 2

2 or 3 days a week 3

1 day a week or less often 4

d. Which political party do you think ________ ( NEWSPAPER
READ MOST OFTEN) favoured in this election, or did it
not favour any one political party?

CODE ONE ONLY Did not favour a political party 0 4427

Favoured the Conservative Party 1

Favoured the Labour Party 2

Favoured the Liberal Democrats 3

Favoured the SNP/Plaid Cymru 4

Favoured another party 7

Don't know 8



2

ASK ALL
3. How much interest do you generally have in what

is going on in politics ... READ OUT ...

... a great deal, 1 4428

quite a lot, 2

some, 3

not very much, 4

or, none at all? 5

(Don't know) 8

4. INTERVIEWER: WRITE IN SERIAL NO.
IF IT IS EVEN 1 ASK Q.5 4429

IF IT IS ODD 2 GO TO Q.6

EVEN SERIAL NUMBERS
5a. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative ,

Labour, Liberal Democrat, (IF SCOTLAND: Nationalist/IF WALES:
Plaid Cymru), or what?

CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a.
b. Do you generally think of yourself as a little

closer to one of the parties than the others? a.    b.
IF YES:  Which party?                                            4430-31        4432-33

CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b. Conservative 01    01

Labour 02    02

Liberal Democrat 03    03

Scottish National Party 04 GO TO   04   ASK

Plaid Cymru 05 c.    05      c.

Green Party 06    06

Other (WRITE IN) a._____________________________________ 07     -

                         b._____________________________________  -    07

None/No 00 ASK     00  GO TO
 b.               Q.6

Don't know 98  ABOVE   98

IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a. OR b.

c. Would you call yourself very strong ____ _
(NAME PARTY AT a. OR b.), fairly strong
or not very strong? Very strong 1 4434

Fairly strong 2

Not very strong 3

(Don't know) 8

ASK ALL

6a. Talking to people about the general election,
we have found that a lot of people didn't
manage to vote.  How about you - did you manage
to vote in the general election? Yes, voted 1 ASK b. 4435

No 2 GO TO Q.9



3

IF `YES, VOTED' AT a.
6b. How long ago did you decide that you would

definitely vote the way you did: was it ...
... READ OUT ...

... a long time ago, 1 4436

sometime last year, 2

sometime this year, 3

or, during the election campaign? 4

(Don't know) 8
7a. Which party did you vote for in the general election?

DO NOT PROMPT.  CODE ONE IN COLUMN a. BELOW.

ASK ALL (EXCEPT IF CODED 97 OR 98 AT a.:  THEY GO TO Q.8)

b. Was there any time during the general election campaign
when you seriously thought you might vote for another
party?

Yes 1 4437

No 2

c. If the voting paper had required you to give two
votes, in order of preference, which party would
you have put as your second choice?

DO NOT PROMPT  a.                    c.
                                                          Voted             Second
CODE ONE IN COLUMN c. for                  Choice

     4438-39        4440-41

Conservative 01 01

Labour 02 02

Liberal Democrat 03 03

Scottish National Party 04 ASK b. 04

Plaid Cymru 05 05

Green Party 06 06

Other (WRITE IN) a. ____________________________________________ 07 -

c. ____________________________________________ - 07

Refused to disclose voting 97 GO TO
Q.8

None - 00

Can’t remember/don’t know 98 GO TO 98
Q.8

SPARE

4442-50

IF `YES, VOTED' (CODE 1 AT Q6a.)
CARD A

8a. Which one of the reasons on this card
comes closest to the main reason you
voted for the party you chose?

I always vote that way 1 4451

I thought it was the best party 2

I really preferred another party but it had no chance
of winning in this constituency 3 ASK b.

Other (WRITE IN)______________________________________________ 4

____________________________________________________________ GO TO Q.9

(None of these/Don't know) 8

GO TO Q.9



4

IF CODE 3 AT a.

8b. Which was the party you really preferred?

ONE CODE ONLY Conservative 01 4452-53

DO NOT PROMPT Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________________ 07

Refused 97

Don't know 98

ASK ALL
9. Some people say that we should change the voting system

to allow smaller political parties to get a fairer share of MPs.
Others say that we should keep the voting system as it is to
produce  effective government.  Which view comes closer to
your own  …  READ OUT …

IF ASKED.  THIS REFERS
TO PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION ... that we should change the voting system, 1 4454

or, keep it as it is? 2

(Don't know) 8

10. INTERVIEWER: WRITE IN SERIAL NO.
IF IT IS EVEN 1 GO TO Q.12 4455

            
IF IT IS ODD 2 ASK Q.11a

ODD SERIAL NUMBERS
11a. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative ,

Labour, Liberal Democrat, (IF SCOTLAND: Nationalist/IF WALES:
Plaid Cymru), or what?

CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN a.

IF NONE/DON'T KNOW (CODE 00 OR 98) AT a.
b. Do you generally think of yourself  as a little

closer to one of the parties than the others? a.    b.
IF YES:  Which party?                                              4456-57       4458-59

CODE ONE ONLY IN COLUMN b. Conservative 01     01

Labour 02     02

Liberal Democrat 03     03

Scottish National Party 04 GO TO  04   ASK c.

Plaid Cymru 05 c.     05

Green Party 06     06

Other (WRITE IN) a.____________________________________________ 07     -

                 b.__________________________________________________  -     07

None/No 00  ASK     00  GO TO

Don't know 98  b.     98   Q.12
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IF ANY PARTY CODED AT a. OR b.

11c. Would you call yourself very strong ____________ _
(NAME PARTY AT a. OR b.), fairly strong
or not very strong? Very strong 1 4460

Fairly strong 2

Not very strong 3

Don't know 8

ASK ALL
CARD B

12. Please choose a phrase from this card to say how
you feel about …

READ OUT a.-f. AND Neither
CODE ONE FOR EACH in (Don't

Strongly favour know/
in In nor Strongly Can't

favour favour against  Against against say)

a. ... the Conservative Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4461

b. ... the Labour Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4462

c. ... the Liberal Democrats? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4463

d. ... the Green Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4464

IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. ... the Scottish National Party? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4465

IN WALES ONLY

f. ... Plaid Cymru? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4466

ASK ALL
13a. Generally speaking, do you think of the

Liberal Democrats as being closer to
the Conservative Party or closer to the
Labour Party?

Closer to Conservatives 1 4467

Closer to Labour 2

(No difference/neither) 3

(Don't know) 8

b. Now, considering everything the
Conservative and Labour Parties stand
for, would you say that ... READ OUT ...

... there is a great difference between them, 1 4468

some difference, 2

or, not much difference? 3

(Don't know) 8
SPARE
4469-80



6

Now for a few questions about the local elections on the
1st of May this year, the same day as the general election.

14. Would you say you cared a great deal which party
did best in the recent local council elections or
didn't you care very much which party did best?

Cared a good deal 1 4507

Didn't care very much 2

ASK ALL
15a. As far as you know, was there a local election in

your neighbourhood on the 1st of May this year?

Yes 1 ASK b. 4508

No 2

Don't know 8

IF YES AT a.
b. Thinking back to before the local elections on 1st of May,

do you happen to remember which party or parties controlled
the county council in your area then?

DO NOT PROMPT Yes:                 Conservative 01 4509-10

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Independents 07

Other single party (WRITE IN) ___________________________ 08

More than one/no overall control (WRITE IN) ________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 09

No, don’t know 98

IF LOCAL ELECTION IN NEIGHBOURHOOD ON THE 1ST OF MAY
c. A lot of people do not vote in local elections.

How about you?  Did you vote in the local election on
the 1st May, or did you not manage to on this
occasion?

Yes, voted 1 ASK d. 4511

No 2

Don't know 8

IF `YES, VOTED' AT c.
d. Which party did you vote for?

DO NOT PROMPT Conservative 01 4512-13

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National party 04

Plaid Cymru 05 ASK Q16
Green Party 06

Independent 07

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________ 08

More than one (WRITE IN) ______________________________ 09

Refused 97

Don't know 98

GO TO Q.17

GO TO Q.17

GO TO Q.17
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IF NAMED PARTY AT Q15d.
16a. When you were deciding how to vote in the local

elections on the 1st of May, did you vote ...
READ OUT ...

PROBE FOR ONE
CODE ONLY ... mostly according to what was 4514

going on in your local area, 1

or, mostly according to what was
going on in the country as a whole? 2

(Both equally) 3

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________ 7

(Don't know) 8

CARD C
b. Which one of the reasons on this card comes

closest to the main reason why you voted for
the party you chose?

I always vote that way 1 4515

I thought it was the best party 2

I really preferred another party but it
had no chance of winning in this area 3 ASK c.

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 7

(None of these/Don't know) 8

IF PREFERRED ANOTHER PARTY AT b.
c. Which was the party you really preferred?

CODE ONE ONLY
DO NOT PROMPT Conservative 01 4516-17

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Independent 07

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________________________ 08

Refused 97

Don't know 98

GO TO Q.17

GO TO Q.17
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ASK ALL

CARD D
17. Some people say it makes no difference which party

wins in elections, things go on much the same.
Using this card, please say ...

a. ... How much of a difference do you think it
makes who wins in local council elections?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN a. a. b.

Council General
b. ... And how much difference do you think it elections elections

makes who wins in general elections?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN b. 4518 4519

A great deal 1 1

Quite a lot 2 2

Some 3 3

Not very much 4 4

None at all 5 5

(Don't know) 8 8

18a. Do you think that local councils ought to be
controlled by central government more, less
or about the same amount as now?

More 1 4520

Less 2

About the same 3

(Don't know) 8

CARD E

b. And thinking about the level of the council
tax in your area, do you think it gives good
value or poor value for money?  Please choose
a phrase from this card.

Very good value for money 1 4521

Good value 2

Neither good value nor poor value 3

Poor value 4

Very poor value for money 5

(Don't know) 8

CARD F

19. Please use this card to say how much you agree or
disagree that ... READ OUT ...

... Britain should introduce proportional representation,
so that the number of MPs each party gets matches more
closely the number of votes each party gets.

 Agree strongly 1 4522

Agree 2

Neither agree nor disagree 3

Disagree 4

Disagree strongly 5

(Don't know) 8
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20a. On the whole, would you describe the
Conservative Party nowadays as … SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN   ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN a. b. c. d.

Conser-
b. And the Labour Party nowadays, vative Labour Lib. Dem. SNP

 is it … READ OUT ...
4523 4524 4525 4526

c. And the Liberal Democrats, 
are they ... …  extreme, 1 1 1 1
READ OUT ...    

or, moderate? 2 2 2 2
d. IN SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
Party, is it...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
21a. And would you describe the

Conservative Party nowadays as … SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN   ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN a. b. c. d.

Conser-
b. And the Labour Party nowadays, vative Labour Lib. Dem. SNP

is it … READ OUT ...
4527 4528 4529 4530

c. And the Liberal Democrats, 
are they ... …  united, 1 1 1 1
READ OUT ...    

or, divided? 2 2 2 2
d. IN SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
Party, is it...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
22a. On the whole, would you describe the

Conservative Party nowadays as … SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN   ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN a. b. c. d.

Conser-
b. And the Labour Party nowadays, vative Labour Lib. Dem. SNP

is it …  READ OUT ...
4531 4532 4533 4534

c. And the Liberal Democrats, 
are they ... …  good for one class,, 1 1 1 1
READ OUT ...    

or, good for all classes? 2 2 2 2
d. IN SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
Party, is it...
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8
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RECORD IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN
ASK ALL

23a. And on the whole, would you describe the
Conservative Party nowadays as … SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN   ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN a. b. c. d.

Conser-
b. And the Labour Party nowadays, vative Labour Lib. Dem. SNP

is it …  READ OUT ...
4535 4536 4537 4538

c. And the Liberal Democrats, 
are they ... …  capable of being a strong
READ OUT ...     government, 1 1 1 1

d. IN SCOTLAND ONLY or, not capable of being
And the Scottish National a strong government? 2 2 2 2
Party, is it...
READ OUT ... (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3

(Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

ASK ALL
24a. And on the whole, would you describe the

Conservative Party nowadays as a party that … SCOTLAND
... READ OUT AND RECORD IN   ONLY
APPROPRIATE COLUMN a. b. c. d.

Conser-
b. And the Labour Party nowadays, vative Labour Lib. Dem. SNP

is it a party that …  READ OUT ...
4539 4540 4541 4542

c. And the Liberal Democrats, 
are they a party that … …  keep its promises, 1 1 1 1
READ OUT ...    

or, breaks its promises? 2 2 2 2
d. IN SCOTLAND ONLY

And the Scottish National (Neither or both) 3 3 3 3
Party, is it a party that …
READ OUT ... (Don’t know) 8 8 8 8

SPARE

4543-50

ASK ALL
25. Now some similar questions, but this time a. b. c.

about some of the main party leaders John Tony Paddy
Major Blair Ashdown

a. Would you describe John Major 4551 4552 4553

as ... READ OUT AND RECORD
IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN …  extreme, 1 1 1

b. And Tony Blair , would you or, moderate? 2 2 2
describe him as …  READ OUT …

(Neither or both) 3 3 3
c. And Paddy Ashdown, would you

describe him as …  READ OUT … (Don’t know) 8 8 8
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26a. And on the whole would you say a. b. c.
John Major …  READ OUT … John Tony Paddy

Major Blair Ashdown
b. And Tony Blair , would you 4554 4555 4556

describe him as ... READ OUT
…  looks after one class, 1 1 1

c. And Paddy Ashdown, would you
describe him as ... READ OUT ... or, looks after all classes? 2 2 2

(Neither or both) 3 3 3

(Don’t know) 8 8 8

27a. And would you describe John Major a. b. c.
as …  READ OUT AND RECORD John Tony Paddy
IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN … Major Blair Ashdown

b. And Tony Blair , would you 4557 4558 4559

describe him as ... READ OUT …  capable of being a
strong leader, 1 1 1

c. And Paddy Ashdown, would you
describe him as ... READ OUT ... or, not capable of being a

strong leader? 2 2 2

(Neither or both) 3 3 3

(Don’t know) 8 8 8

28a. And on the whole would you describe John Major a. b. c.
as a man who …  READ OUT AND RECORD John Tony Paddy
IN APPROPRIATE COLUMN … Major Blair Ashdown

b. And Tony Blair , would you describe 4560 4561 4562

him as a man who ... READ OUT …  keeps his
promises, 1 1 1

c. And Paddy Ashdown, would you describe
him as a man who ... READ OUT ... or, breaks his promises? 2 2 2

(Neither or both) 3 3 3

(Don’t know) 8 8 8

ASK ALL
CARD G

29. Since the last general election in April 1992, would y ou say that unemployment
has increased or fallen?  Please choose a phrase from the card.
REPEAT FOR ITEMS b.-i BELOW

Stayed
Increased Increased the Fallen Fallen (Don’t

a lot a little same a little a lot know)

a. …  (unemployment) 1 2 3 4 5 8 4563

b. The rate of inflation? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4564

c. Taxes? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4565

d. The standard of the health
service? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4566

e. Crime? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4567

f. The quality of education? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4568

g. Interest rates? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4569

h. Your own standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4570

i. The general standard of living? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4571
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Now, a few questions about the European Union, sometimes
still called the European Community.

30. Do you think Britain should continue to be a
member of the European Union or should it
withdraw?

Continue 1 4572

Withdraw 2
SPARE

CARD H 4573-80

31a. Do you think Britain's long-term policy should be

... READ OUT ...

ONE CODE ONLY ... to leave the European Un ion, 1 4607

to stay in the EU and try to reduce the EU's powers, 2

to leave things as they are, 3

to stay in the EU and try to increase the EU's powers, 4

or, to work for the formation of a
single European government? 5

(Don't know) 8

CARD I

b. And here are three statements about the future
of the pound in the European Union.
Which one comes closest to your view?
ONE CODE ONLY

Replace the pound by a single currency 1 4608

Use both the pound and a new European
currency in Britain 2

Keep the pound as the only currency for Britain 3

(Don't know) 8



13

Unemployment and Inflation

SHOW BOOKLET, PAGE 1. HAND RESPONDENT A PEN OR PENCIL

32.  Please look at this page.
 Some people feel that getting people back to work should be the government's top priority.  These people would 

 put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)         
 Other people feel that keeping prices down should be the government's top priority.  These people would put 
 themselves in Box K.  (POINT)             
 And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F ) or along here (POINT

RIGHT  K-F)

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
unemployment and inflation.                                               f . CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND
Now where do you think the
Conservative and Labour parties
stand:

a.
Own

views

b.
Conser-
vative

c.

Labour

d.
Liberal

Democrat

ONLY
e.

SNP
4609-10 4611-12 4613-14 4615-16 4617-18

b. First the Conservative Party. In A =     01 01 01 01 = A =     01
the next row of boxes, please
tick whichever box you think B =     02 02 02 02 = B =     02
comes closest to the views of
the Conservative Party? C =     03 03 03 03 = C =     03

c. Now in the next row please tick D =     04 04 04 04 = D =     04
whichever box you think comes
closest to the views of the Labour E =     05 05 05 05 = E =     05
Party?

F =     06 06 06 06 = F =     06

d. And now, please tick whichever G =     07 07 07 07 = G =     07
box you think comes closest
to the views of the Liberal H =     08 08 08 08 = H =     08
Democrats?

I =     09 09 09 09 = I =     09
IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. Now tick whichever box you J =     10 10 10 10 = J =     10
think comes closest to the
views of the Scottish National
Party?

K =     11 11 11 11 = K =     11

ASK ALL Left of A =     12 12 12 12 = Left of A =   12
f. Now please tell me the

letters of the boxes you Right of K =     13 13 13 13 = Right of K =   13
ticked in each row, starting
with the first row?

Don’t
know =     98 98 98 98 =

Don’t
know =   98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE.  NOW ASK g.

  INTERVIEWER: You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to change his or
  her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you may confirm that letter F
  is the middle box.

g. When you were deciding about voting, how important was
this issue to you?  Was it ... READ OUT ...   4619

... extremely important, 1
important, 2

not very important, 3
or, not at all important? 4

(Don't know/Did not vote) 8
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Taxation and Government Services
SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 2

33.  Please look at this page.
 Some people feel that government should put up taxes a lot and spend much more on
 health and social services.  These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)

 Other people feel that government should cut taxes a lot and spend much less on
 health and social services.  These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)

 And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F)
 or along here (POINT RIGHT K-F )

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
taxes and government spending.                                       f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND
Now where do you think the
Conservative and Labour parties
stand:

a.
Own

views

b.
Conser-
vative

c.

Labour

d.
Liberal

Democrat

ONLY
e.

SNP
4620-21 4622-23 4624-25 4626-27 4628-29

b. First the Conservative Party. In A =     01 01 01 01 = A =     01
the next row of boxes, please
tick whichever box you think B =     02 02 02 02 = B =     02
comes closest to the views of
the Conservative Party? C =     03 03 03 03 = C =     03

c. Now in the next row please tick D =     04 04 04 04 = D =     04
whichever box you think comes
closest to the views of the Labour E =     05 05 05 05 = E =     05
Party?

F =     06 06 06 06 = F =     06

d. And now, please tick whichever G =     07 07 07 07 = G =     07
box you think comes closest
to the views of the Liberal H =     08 08 08 08 = H =     08
Democrats?

I =     09 09 09 09 = I =     09
IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. Now tick whichever box you J =     10 10 10 10 = J =     10
think comes closest to the
views of the Scottish National
Party?

K =     11 11 11 11 = K =     11

ASK ALL Left of A =     12 12 12 12 = Left of A =   12
f. Now please tell me the

letters of the boxes you Right of K =     13 13 13 13 = Right of K =   13
ticked in each row, starting
with the first row?

Don’t
know =     98 98 98 98 =

Don’t
know =   98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE.  NOW ASK g.

  INTERVIEWER: You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to change his or
  her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you may confirm that letter F
  is the middle box.

g. When you were deciding about voting, how important was
this issue to you?  Was it ... READ OUT ...   4630

... extremely important, 1
important, 2

not very important, 3
or, not at all important? 4

(Don't know/Did not vote) 8
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Nationalisation and Privatisation
SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 3

34.  Please look at this page.
 Some people feel that government should nationalise many more private companies.
 These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)

 Other people feel that government should sell off many more nationalised industries .
 These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)

 And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F)
 or along here (POINT RIGHT K-F )

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
nationalisation and privatisation.                                        f. CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND
Now where do you think the
Conservative and Labour parties
stand:

a.
Own

views

b.
Conser-
vative

c.

Labour

d.
Liberal

Democrat

ONLY
e.

SNP
4631-32 4633-34 4635-36 4637-38 4639-40

b. First the Conservative Party. In A =     01 01 01 01 = A =     01
the next row of boxes, please
tick whichever box you think B =     02 02 02 02 = B =     02
comes closest to the views of
the Conservative Party? C =     03 03 03 03 = C =     03

c. Now in the next row please tick D =     04 04 04 04 = D =     04
whichever box you think comes
closest to the views of the Labour E =     05 05 05 05 = E =     05
Party?

F =     06 06 06 06 = F =     06

d. And now, please tick whichever G =     07 07 07 07 = G =     07
box you think comes closest
to the views of the Liberal H =     08 08 08 08 = H =     08
Democrats?

I =     09 09 09 09 = I =     09
IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. Now tick whichever box you J =     10 10 10 10 = J =     10
think comes closest to the
views of the Scottish National
Party?

K =     11 11 11 11 = K =     11

ASK ALL Left of A =     12 12 12 12 = Left of A =   12
f. Now please tell me the

letters of the boxes you Right of K =     13 13 13 13 = Right of K =   13
ticked in each row, starting
with the first row?

Don’t
know =     98 98 98 98 =

Don’t
know =   98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE.  NOW ASK g.

  INTERVIEWER: You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to change his or
  her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you may confirm that letter F
  is the middle box.

g. When you were deciding about voting, how important was
this issue to you?  Was it ... READ OUT ...   4641

... extremely important, 1
important, 2

not very important, 3
or, not at all important? 4

(Don’t know/did not vote) 8
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Redistribution
SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 4

35.  Please look at this page.
 Some people feel that government should make much greater efforts to make people’s
 incomes more equal.  These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)

 Other people feel that government should be much less concerned about how equal
 people’s incomes are.  These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)

 And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F)
 or along here (POINT RIGHT K-F )

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
redistributing income.                                                         f . CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND
Now where do you think the
Conservative and Labour parties
stand:

a.
Own

views

b.
Conser-
vative

c.

Labour

d.
Liberal

Democrat

ONLY
e.

SNP
4642-43 4644-45 4646-47 4648-49 4650-51

b. First the Conservative Party. In A =     01 01 01 01 = A =     01
the next row of boxes, please
tick whichever box you think B =     02 02 02 02 = B =     02
comes closest to the views of
the Conservative Party? C =     03 03 03 03 = C =     03

c. Now in the next row please tick D =     04 04 04 04 = D =     04
whichever box you think comes
closest to the views of the Labour E =     05 05 05 05 = E =     05
Party?

F =     06 06 06 06 = F =     06

d. And now, please tick whichever G =     07 07 07 07 = G =     07
box you think comes closest
to the views of the Liberal H =     08 08 08 08 = H =     08
Democrats?

I =     09 09 09 09 = I =     09
IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. Now tick whichever box you J =     10 10 10 10 = J =     10
think comes closest to the
views of the Scottish National
Party?

K =     11 11 11 11 = K =     11

ASK ALL Left of A =     12 12 12 12 = Left of A =   12
f. Now please tell me the

letters of the boxes you Right of K =     13 13 13 13 = Right of K =   13
ticked in each row, starting
with the first row?

Don’t
know =     98 98 98 98 =

Don’t
know =   98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE.  NOW ASK g.

  INTERVIEWER: You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to change his or
  her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you may confirm that letter F
  is the middle box.

g. When you were deciding about voting, how important was
this issue to you?  Was it ... READ OUT ...   4652

... extremely important, 1
important, 2

not very important, 3
or, not at all important? 4

(Don’t know/Did not vote) 8
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European Union
SHOW BOOKLET PAGE 5

36.  Please look at this page.
 Some people feel that government should do all it can to unite fully with the European
 Union.  These people would put themselves in Box A.  (POINT)

 Other people feel that government should do all it can to protect its independence
 from the European Union.  These people would put themselves in Box K.  (POINT)

 And other people have views somewhere in-between, along here (POINT LEFT A-F)
 or along here (POINT RIGHT K-F )

a. In the first row of boxes, please tick whichever
box comes closest to your own views about
the European Union.                                                          f . CODING: RING ONE IN EACH COLUMN

SCOTLAND
Now where do you think the
Conservative and Labour parties
stand:

a.
Own

views

b.
Conser-
vative

c.

Labour

d.
Liberal

Democrat

ONLY
e.

SNP
4653-54 4655-56 4657-58 4659-60 4661-62

b. First the Conservative Party. In A =     01 01 01 01 = A =     01
the next row of boxes, please
tick whichever box you think B =     02 02 02 02 = B =     02
comes closest to the views of
the Conservative Party? C =     03 03 03 03 = C =     03

c. Now in the next row please tick D =     04 04 04 04 = D =     04
whichever box you think comes
closest to the views of the Labour E =     05 05 05 05 = E =     05
Party?

F =     06 06 06 06 = F =     06

d. And now, please tick whichever G =     07 07 07 07 = G =     07
box you think comes closest
to the views of the Liberal H =     08 08 08 08 = H =     08
Democrats?

I =     09 09 09 09 = I =     09
IN SCOTLAND ONLY

e. Now tick whichever box you J =     10 10 10 10 = J =     10
think comes closest to the
views of the Scottish National
Party?

K =     11 11 11 11 = K =     11

ASK ALL Left of A =     12 12 12 12 = Left of A =   12
f. Now please tell me the

letters of the boxes you Right of K =     13 13 13 13 = Right of K =   13
ticked in each row, starting
with the first row?

Don’t
know =     98 98 98 98 =

Don’t
know =   98

RING CODES IN GRID AS APPROPRIATE.  NOW ASK g.

  INTERVIEWER: You may change any code already ringed if, on reflection, a respondent wants to change his or
  her mind.  Ensure that final entries are clear on grid and in scale booklet.  If asked you may confirm that letter F
  is the middle box.

g. When you were deciding about voting, how important was
this issue to you?  Was it ... READ OUT ...   4663

... extremely important, 1
important, 2

not very important, 3
or, not at all important? 4

(Don’t know/Did not vote) 8
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CARD J
37. Using this card, please say whether you agree or disagree with

each of these statements, or say if you are not sure either way.
... READ OUT a-c
AND CODE ONE FOR EACH

Not sure
Strongly either Dis- Strongly (Don’t

agree Agree way agree disagree know)

a. …  If you want to cut crime, cut
unemployment? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4664

b. …  Britain should bring back the
death penalty? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4665

c. …  People who break the law should
be given stiffer sentences? 1 2 3 4 5 8 4666

38a. Has your household been burgled since the time
of the last general election in April 1992?
IF YES: Once or more than once?

Yes, once 1 4667

Yes, more than once 2

No 3

b. Have you or anyone in your household been made
redundant from any jobs, or been unemployed for
over three months, since the time of the last
general election in April 1992?

PROBE FOR CORRECT PRECODE
Yes, self only 1 4668

Yes, other household member only 2

Yes, both self and other 3

No 4

INTERVIEWER:
NOW ENTER THE SERIAL NUMBER ON THE SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE ...
... AND HAND IT TO THE RESPONDENT WITH A PEN OR PENCIL

39a. The next set of questions, which are in this short questionnaire, will probably be easier to
answer if you read them.
All of them can be answered just by ticking a box.  If you don't have an opinion on a particular question,
just tick the `Can't choose' box or the ‘Neither’ box in the middle.

[ADD ONLY IF NECESSARY:
The answers you give, like all the others, will be confi dential.  All we put on this questionnaire is
a number so that we can link it with the interview questionnaire.]

If you need any help, do please ask.  I will just be doing some paperwork while you fill in the questionnaire.

*****

WHEN RESPONDENT HAS FINISHED, TAKE BACK THE SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE ...
... AND CHECK THAT EVERY QUESTION HAS BEEN ANSWERED
... AND CODE:

b. Self-completion questionnaire completed
and serial numbered

- and no help given 1 4669

- and help given 2

Not completed (WRITE IN REASON) ______________________________

______________________________________________________ 3



19

40a. Looking back over the last year or so, would you say
that Britain's economy has got stronger, got weaker
or has stayed about the same?
IF GOT STRONGER OR WEAKER: By a lot or a little?

Got a lot stronger 1 4670

Got a little stronger 2

Stayed about the same 3

Got a little weaker 4

Got a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

b. And looking forward to the year ahead, do you think
Britain's economy will get stronger, get weaker or
stay about the same?
IF GET STRONGER OR WEAKER: By a lot or a little?

Get a lot stronger 1 4671

Get a little stronger 2

Stay about the same 3

Get a little weaker 4

Get a lot weaker 5

(Don't know) 8

41a. Looking back over the last year or so, would you
say your household's income has fallen behind
prices, kept up with prices or gone up by more
than prices?
IF FALLEN BEHIND OR GONE UP: By a lot or a little?

Fallen behind prices a lot 1 4672

Fallen behind prices a little 2

Kept up with prices 3

Gone up by a little more than prices 4

Gone up  by a lot more than prices 5

(Don't know) 8

b. And looking at the year ahead, do you expect your
household's income will fall behind prices, keep
up with prices or go up by more than prices?
IF FALL BEHIND OR GO UP: By a lot or a little?

Fall behind prices a lot 1 4673

Fall behind prices a little 2

Keep up with prices 3

Go up by a little more than prices 4

Go up  by a lot more than prices 5

(Don't know) 8
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ASK a. IN SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND ONLY

IN WALES, GO TO b.

CARD K
42a. An issue in Scotland is the question of an elected Assembly -

a special parliament for Scotland dealing with Scottish affairs.
Which of these statements comes closest to your view
...READ OUT...

...Scotland should become independent, separate from
the UK and the European Union, 01 4674-75

Scotland should become independent, separate from
the UK but part of the European Union, 02

Scotland should remain part of the UK but with its
own elected Assembly that has some taxation and GO TO Q.43

spending powers, 03

or, there should be no change from the present system? 04

Other (WRITE IN) _________________________________ 05

(Don't know) 98

ASK IN WALES ONLY

CARD L
b. An issue in Wales is the question of an elected Assembly -

a special parliament for Wales dealing with Welsh affairs.
Which of these statements comes closest to your view
... READ OUT ...

... Wales should become independent, separate from
the UK and the European Union, 01 4676-77

Wales should become independent, separate from
the UK but part of the European Union, 02

Wales should remain part of the UK but with its
own elected Assembly that has some taxation and

spending powers, 03

or, there should be no change from the present system? 04

Other (WRITE IN) ______________________________ 05

(Don't know) 98

ASK ALL

43. Do you consider yourself to be British, Scottish ,
English, Irish, Welsh or something else?

British 01 4678-79

Scottish 02

English 03

Irish 04

Welsh 05

Something else (WRITE IN)____________________________ 06

44a. INTERVIEWER CODE:  INTERVIEWING IN

SCOTLAND 1 ASK b.-e.  4680

ENGLAND/WALES 2 GO TO Q.45
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IN SCOTLAND ONLY

CARD K AGAIN

44b. Which of these statements, do you think, comes closest to the view of the Conservative Party?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN a.

c. Which statement, do you think, comes closest to the view of the Labour Party?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN b.

d. Which statement, do you think, comes closest to the view of the Liberal Democrats?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN c.

e. Which statement, do you think, comes closest to the view of the Scottish National Party?
CODE ONE IN COLUMN d.

b. c. d. e.
Conservative Labour Lib.Dem. SNP

4707-08 4709-10 4711-12 4713-14

Scotland should become independent,
separate from the UK and the
European Union 01 01 01 01

Scotland should become independent,
separate from the UK but part of
the European Union 02 02 02 02

Scotland should remain part of the UK but
with its own elected Assembly that has
some taxation and spending powers 03 03 03 03

There should be no change from
the present system 04 04 04 04

Other (WRITE IN) _________________________ 05 05 05 05
________________________________________
________________________________________

(Don't know) 98 98 98 98

ASK ALL
45a. Compared with two or three years ago, do you and your

household nowadays generally feel more secure or less
secure against crime, or do you not feel any different?
IF MORE OR LESS: A lot or a little?

A lot more secure 1 4715

A little more secure 2

No difference 3

A little less secure 4

A lot less secure 5

b. And compared with two or three years ago, do you
and your household nowadays generally feel more
confident or less confident about being able to
keep or find a job, or do you not feel any different?
IF MORE OR LESS:  A lot or a little?

A lot more confident 1 4716

A little more confident 2

No difference 3

A little less confident 4

A lot less confident 5

Does not apply 6
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CARD M

46a. Which of these descriptions applies to what you were doing
last week, that is, in the seven days ending last Sunday?
PROBE:  Any others?  CODE ALL THAT APPLY IN COLUMN I

IF ONLY ONE CODE AT I, TRANSFER IT TO COLUMN II
IF MORE THAN ONE AT I, TRANSFER HIGHEST ON LIST TO II

COL COL II
1   ECONOMIC

POSITION
In full-time education (not paid for by employer, including on

vacation) A 01 GO TO Q.47 4717-18

On government training/employment programme (eg. Youth
Training, Training for Work, etc.) B 02 ASK b.

In paid work (or away temporarily) for at least 10 hours in the week C 03

Waiting to take up paid work already accepted D 04

Unemployed and registered at a benefit office E 05

Unemployed, not registered, but actively looking for a job (of
at least 10 hours a week) F 06

Unemployed, wanting a job (of at least 10 hrs a week) but not
actively looking for a job G 07

Permanently sick or disabled H 08 ASK b.

Wholly retired from work J 09

Looking after the home K 10

Doing something else (WRITE IN) __________________________ L 11

IF CODE 02, OR 05-11 AT a.

b. How long ago did you last have a paid job (other
than the government scheme you mentioned) of
at least 10 hours a week, excluding holiday
jobs? Within past 12 months 1 4719

Over 1, up to 5 years ago 2

Over 5, up to 10 years ago 3 ASK c.

Over 10, up to 20 years ago 4

Over 20 years ago 5

Never had paid job of 10+ hrs a week 0 GO TO Q.47

IF EVER HAD JOB (CODES 03-04 AT a. OR CODES 1-5 AT b.)
c. Are you now a member of a trade

union or staff association? Yes: trade union 1 4720

PROBE AS NECESSARY Yes: staff association 2

CODE FIRST TO APPLY No 3

47. INTERVIEWER: REFER TO ECONOMIC POSITION OF RESPONDENT
(Q.46a)

RESPONDENT IS IN PAID WORK ASK Q.48 a.-i. 4721

(CODE 03) 1 ABOUT
PRESENT JOB
ASK Q.48 a.-i.

RESPONDENT IS WAITING TO TAKE UP PAID WORK 2 ABOUT
(CODE 04) FUTURE JOB

ASK Q.48 a.-i.
ALL OTHERS 3 ABOUT

(CODES 01-02; 05-11) LAST JOB

GO TO c.
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48. Now I want to ask you about your (present/future/last) job.
CHANGE TENSES FOR (BRACKETED) WORDS AS APPROPRIATE.

a. What (is) your job?
PROBE AS NECESSARY:  What (is) the name or title of the job?

IF `NEVER HAD JOB', WRITE IN AND GO TO Q.49

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

b. What kind of work (do) you do most of the time?

DESCRIBE FULLY. PROBE: MANUFACTURING, OR PROCESSING, OR DISTRIBUTING, ETC.;
MAIN GOODS PRODUCED, MACHINERY AND MATERIALS USED; WHOLESALE OR RETAIL ETC.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

c. What training or qualifications (are) needed for that job?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

d. (Do) you directly supervise or (are) you directly
responsible for the work of any other people?
IF YES:  How many? Yes: WRITE IN NO: 4722-25

No:  RING:     0000

e. Can I just check: (are) you ... READ OUT ...

an employee, 1 ASK f. 4726

or, self-employed? 2 GO TO g.

IF EMPLOYEE (CODE 1 AT e.)
CARD N

f. Which of the types of organisation on this
card (do) you work for?
CODE FIRST TO APPLY

Private sector firm or company (including 4727

limited companies and PLCs) 1

Nationalised industry/public corporation 2

Local authority/Local Education Authority (including ‘opted out’ schools) 3

Health authority/NHS hospital/NHS Hospital Trusts (including GP
surgeries) 4

Central government/Civil service/Government Agency 5

Charity/Voluntary sector (including charitable companies) 6

Other (WRITE IN) __________________________________ 7

ASK ALL WHO HAVE EVER WORKED
g. What (does) your employer (IF SELF-EMPLOYED: you) make

or do at the place where you usually (work) (from)?

IF FARM, GIVE NO. OF ACRES

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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48h. Including yourself, how many people (are) employed at
the place where you usually (work) (from)?

IF SELF-EMPLOYED: (Do) you have any employees?

IF YES:  How many? (No employees) 0 4728

Under 10 1

10-24 2

25-99 3

100-499 4

500 or more 5

i. (Is) the job ... READ OUT ...

... full time (30+ HOURS PER WEEK) 1 4729

or, part-time (10-29 HOURS PER WEEK)? 2

OFFICE USE ONLY
O.U.O.
RESPONDENT'S OCCUPATIONAL DETAILS  SOC       4730-32

 ES           4733-34

 SEG          4735-36

 SC/NM.M      4737-38

 SIC          4739-40

 HG           4741-42

 OC 4743-47

ASK ALL
CARD P

49. May I just check, which of these applies to you
at present?
CODE FIRST TO APPLY Married 1 4748

Living as married 2

Separated (after being married) 3

Divorced 4

Widowed 5

Single (never married) 6

50a. The government has privatised many industries
by selling shares to the public.  Did you (or
your husband/wife/partner) buy any of these
shares at the time they were being sold off?
PROBE FOR CORRECT CATEGORY Yes - have shares now 1 4749

CODE `GIVEN' AS BOUGHT ASK b.
Yes - bought but none owned now 2

No - never bought any 3

(IF VOLUNTEERED: Applied for shares but none allocated) 4 GO TO c.

(Don't know) 8
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IF YES AT a.
50b. Was this ... READ OUT ...

... before the 1992 general election, 1 4750

or, since then? 2

(Can't remember/Don't know) 8

ASK ALL
c. And do you (or your husband/wife/partner) own

any other shares quoted on the stock exchange,
including unit trusts? Yes 1 4751

No 2

ASK ALL

CARD Q
51a. Have you passed any of the exams or got any

of the qualifications on this card, since the
time of the last general election in April 1992?

Yes 1 ASK b. 4752

No 2 GO TO Q.52
SPARE

4753-80

IF YES AT a.
b. Which ones?  Any others?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY
Recognised trade apprenticeship completed 01 4807-50

RSA or other clerical or commercial qualification 02
City & Guilds Certificate Part I 03

City & Guilds Certificate: Craft/Intermediate /
Ordinary/Part II 04

City & Guilds Certificate: Advanced/Final/Part III 05
City & Guilds Certificate: Full technological/Part IV 06

BEC/TEC/SCOTBEC/SCOTECH/General/Ordinary National
Certificate (ONC) or Diploma (OND) or National General

Certificate or Diploma 07
BEC/TEC/SCOTBEC/SCOTECH Higher/Higher National

Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) 08
NVQ/SVQ Level 1/GNVQ Foundation Level 09

NVQ/SVQ Level 2/GNVQ Intermediate Level 10
NVQ/SVQ Level 3/GNVQ Advanced L evel 11

NVQ/SVQ Level 4 12
NVQ/SVQ Level 5 13

Teacher training qualification 14
Nursing qualification 15

University or CNAA degree or diploma 16
Other technical or business qualification or certificate 17

Other recognised academic or vocational qualification 18
(WRITE IN) __________________________________________ SPARE

4851-58

ALL:
52a. INTERVIEWER: FOR ALL RESPONDENTS:

CODE WHETHER ACCOMMODATION IS...

... Private household, 1 ASK b. 4859

or Institution SPECIFY TYPE ____________________________ 2 GO TO Q.53
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IF PRIVATE HOUSEHOLD (CODE 1 AT a.)

52b. Does your household own or rent this accommodation?

PROBE AS NECESSARY

IF OWNS:     Outright or on a mortgage?
IF RENTS:    From whom?

OWNS:     Own (leasehold/freehold) outright 01 GO TO Q.53 4860-61

Buying (leasehold/freehold) on mortgage 02 ASK c.
 RENTS:              Local Authority/Council 03

Housing Association/Housing Trust 05

Property company 06

Employer 07

Other organisation 08 GO TO Q.53
Relative 09

Other individual 10

Housing Action Trust 11

RENT FREE:       Rent free, squatting, etc. 12

IF BUYING ON A MORTGAGE (CODE 02 AT b.)
c. How are you and your household coping with your mortgage

these days?  Does it make things ... READ OUT ...
...very difficult, 1 4862

a bit difficult, 2

or, not really difficult? 3

(Don't know) 8

ASK ALL
CARD R

53. Which of these is the main source of income for you
(and your husband/wife/partner) at present?
CODE ONE ONLY

Earnings from employment (own or spouse/partner’s) 01 4863-64

Occupational pension(s) - from previous employer(s) 02

State retirement or widow’s pension(s) 03

Jobseekers Allowance/Unemployment benefit 04

Income Support 05

Family Credit 06

Invalidity, sickness or disabled pension or benefit(s) 07

Other state benefit (WRITE IN) __________________________________ 08

Interest from savings or investments 09

Student grant 10

Dependent on parents/other relatives 11

Other main source (WRITE IN) __________________________________ 12

___________________________________________________________
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CARD S

54. And which of the letters on this card represents
the total income of your household from all
sources, before tax, including benefits, savings
and so on?  Please just tell me the letter.

NOTE: INCLUDES INCOME FROM EARNINGS, BENEFITS, SAVINGS ETC.
CODE ONE ONLY House-

hold
income

Q = 01 4865-66

T = 02

O = 03

K = 04

L = 05

B = 06

Z = 07

M = 08

F = 09

J = 10

D = 11

H = 12

C = 13

G = 14

P = 15

N = 16

55. May I just check, thinking back to the last
general election - that is, the one in 1992 -
do you remember which party you voted for then,
or perhaps you didn't vote in that election?

DO NOT PROMPT Conservative 01 4867-68

Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

 Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) _______________________________________ 07

Refused to disclose voting 97

Did not vote 00

Don't remember 98
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56a. May I just check your age last birthday?
4869-70

b. INTERVIEWER: PLEASE CODE
Is the respondent male or female?

Male 1 4871

Female 2

INTERVIEWER:  THANK RESPONDENT FOR HIS OR HER
HELP AND COMPLETE Q.57

57a. TIME INTERVIEW ENDED:  24 hour clock

WRITE IN: 4872-75

b. TOTAL LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:
(SEE FRONT COVER AND a. ABOVE)

MINUTES: 4876-78

SPARE

c. INTERVIEWER SIGNATURE: 4880

_________________________________

…  AND INTERVIEWER NUMBER: 4907-10

d. DATE OF INTERVIEW:                        DAY            MONTH         YEAR
4911-16

0 9 7

   
THANK YOU

      * PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT THE ARF IS COMPLETELY FILLED IN.

      * CHECK THE MAIN QUESTIONNAIRE, AND THE SELF-COMPLETION
QUESTIONNAIRE

      * DOUBLE CHECK THAT YOU HAVE FILLED IN ALL THE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBERS; ESPECIALLY THE SERIAL NUMBER AND YOUR INTERVIEWER
NUMBER ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE AND ON THE SELF-COMPLETION
QUESTIONAIRE.

      * RETURN THE COMPLETED ARF TO THE BRENTWOOD FIELD OFFICE
IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE, NOT WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRES, AS
SOON AS YOU CAN.

SPARE

4917-75

Batch
Code
4976-80
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CREST  CENTRE FOR RESEARCH INTO ELECTIONS AND SOCIAL TRENDS

An ESRC Research Centre 35 Northampton Square
at London EC1V 0AX
Social and Community Planning Research & Nuffield College Oxford Telephone:  0171-250 1866

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY - I P.1653
1997 SURVEY

SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE Spring 1997

The last study in this series consists of the interview that you are doing now, and this
short self-completion questionnaire.

All the questions can be answered just by ticking a box.  If you don't have an opinion on
a particular question, just tick the `Can't choose' box, or the `Neither' box in the middle.

The answers you give, like all the others, will be confidential.  All we put on this
questionnaire is a number so that we can link it with the interview questionnaire.

If you need any help, please ask the interviewer.

Thank you for your help.

5001-04

Serial No. 

Card No.       50 5005-06

SPARE 5007-10

SCPR
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1. Please tick one box for each statement below to

show how much you agree or disagree with it.

Neither
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX Agree agree nor Disagree
ON EACH LINE strongly Agree disagree Disagree strongly

a. Ordinary working people get their fair
share of the nation's wealth 5011

b. There is one law for the rich and one
for the poor 5012

c. Young people today don't have enough
respect for traditional British values 5013

d. Censorship of films and magazines is
necessary to uphold moral standards 5014

 e. There is no need for strong trade unions
to protect employees' working conditions
and wages 5015

f. Private enterprise is the best way to solve
Britain's economic problems  5016

g. Major public services and industries ought
to be in state ownership 5017

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

2. Please tick one box for each statement below to
show how much you agree or disagree with it.

Neither
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX Agree agree nor Disagree
ON EACH LINE strongly Agree disagree Disagree strongly

a. It is the government's responsibility to
provide a job for everyone who wants one 5018

b. People should be allowed to organise 
public meetings to protest against the 5019

government

c. Homosexual relations are always wrong 5020

d. People in Britain should be more tolerant
of those who lead unconventional lives 5021

 e. Political parties which wish to overthrow
democracy should be allowed to stand in
general elections 5022

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

AA
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3. How much do you agree or disagree that … ?

Neither
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX Strongly agree nor Strongly Can’t
ON EACH LINE agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree choose

a. Britain has a lot to learn from other
countries in running its affairs 5023

b. I would rather be a citizen of Britain
than of any other country in the world 5024

c. There are some things about Britain
today that make me ashamed to be
British 5025

d. People in Britain are too ready
to criticise their country 5026

e. The government should do all it can
to keep all parts of Britain together in
a single state 5027

f. Britain should co-operate with other
countries, even if it means giving up
some independence 5028

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (8)

4. Suppose the government had to choose between three
options in deciding how much to spend on certain things.

a. First, spending on education.  Would it be best for the
country as a whole if the government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on education and put up income tax by a penny in the pound, 1
5029

OR
kept spending on education and income tax about the same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on education and took a penny in the pound off income tax? 3

Can’t choose 8

b. What about spending on health?  Would it be best for
the country as a whole if the Government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on health and put up income tax by a penny in the pound, 1
5030

OR
kept spending on health and income tax about the same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on health and took a penny in the pound off income tax? 3

Can’t choose 8

c. What about spending on social security benefits?  Would
it be best for the country as a whole if the government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on social security benefits and put up income tax
by a penny in the pound, 1

5031

OR
kept spending on social security benefits and income tax about the

same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on social security benefits and took a penny in the pound 3

off income tax?
Can’t choose           8

BB
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5. Now what would be best for you and your household?
a. First, spending on education.  Would it be best for you

and your household if the government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on education and put up income tax by a penny in the pound , 1
5032

OR
kept spending on education and income tax about the same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on education and took a penny in the pound off income tax? 3

Can’t choose 8

b. What about spending on health?  Would it be best for
you and your household if the government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on health and put up income tax by a penny in the pound , 1
5033

OR
kept spending on health and income tax about the same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on health and took a penny in the pound off income tax? 3

Can’t choose 8

c. What about spending on social security benefits?
Would it be best for you and your household if
the government …
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX (ü)

…  increased spending on social security benefits and put up income tax
by a penny in the pound , 1

5034

OR
kept spending on social security benefits and income tax about the

same as now, 2

OR
cut spending on social security benefits and took a penny in the pound

off income tax? 3

Can’t choose 8

6. Please tick one box for each statement below to
show how much you agree or disagree with it.

Neither
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX Agree agree nor Disagree
ON EACH LINE strongly Agree disagree Disagree strongly

a. People like me have no say in what the
government does 5035

b. Councillors and MPs don’t care much  
what people like me think 5036

c. Sometimes politics and government seem
so complicated that a person like me cannot
really understand what is going on 5037

SPARE

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
5038-75

Batch

5076-80

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP
CC
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1 Unemployment and Inflation

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

Getting people back to work [J I [J I [J I [l] Keeping pnces down should
should be the government's be the government's top

top pnonty L-__ pnorlty

AB C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party"s views

Getting people back to work [J I [J I [J I [l] Keeping pnces down should
should be the government's be the government's top

top pnonty pnorlty

A B C 0 E F (3 H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Getting people back to work [J I [J I [J I [l] Keeping pnces down should
should be the government's be the government's top

top Priority pnorlty

A B C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Getting people back to work [J I [J I [J I [l] Keeping pnces down should
should be the government's be the gov'ernment's top

top prlonty pnonty
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2 Taxation and Government Services

A

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own vlew~;

Put up taxes a lot and spend [ I I [J I [J I [l] Cut taxes a lot and spendmuch m~~ec~a~::~:~e~ ~e~~~:SS on health & social

B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views
Put up taxies a lot and spend [J I [J I [J I [IJCut taxes a lot and spendmuch more on health &

much less; on health & socIalsocIal servIces
services

AB C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views
Put up taxes a lot and spend [J I [J I [J I [IJCut taxes ;a lot and spendmuch more on health &

much less on health & socialsocial servIces
services

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to thIS Liberal Democrats' views
Put up taxe,s a lot and spend [J I [J I [~] I [DCut taxes a lot and spendmuch more on health &

much less on health & socialsocial services
servIces

P 1653
SCALE 2
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Nationalisation and Privatisation

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

NatlO~~~~~~~~a~: [.__1 1 [J 1 [J 1 [J] ~;j~:~I~:~Ymore

B C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

NatlO~~~~~~~~::[__I I [J 1 [J 1 [J] ~n:j~~~I~~~ymore

A B C 0 E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Natlo~~~~~~~~:: [~~~~I 1 [J 1 [J 1 [D ~:j~~E:~~ymore

AB CD E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Nationalise many[J 1 [J 1 [J 1 [D Sell off many moremore private natlonallsled
companies mdustrles

SCALE 3
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4 Redistribution

Tick the box: you think comes closest to your own views

Make much greater efforts to 1 1 [J 1 [J I [J] Be much less concerned
make people's Incomes~~~ L___ ~:co:~=~~~r:qUalpeople's

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box: you think comes closest to the Conservative Partlr'S views

Make much greater efforts to 1 1 [J 1 [J 1 [J] Be much less concerned
make people's Incomes~~~ L___ ~nbcOo~=~\:r:qUalpeople's

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box: you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Make much greater efforts to '-I 1 [J 1 [J 1 [J] Be much less concerned
make people's Incomes~~~ l___ ~:coo~=~l:r:qUalpeople's

A B C D E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Make much greater efforts to 1 1 [J 1 [J 1 [J] Be much less concerned
make people's Incomes~~~ l___ ~:c:u~=~l:r:qUalpeople's

P 1653 SCALE 4
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Britain sh,ould

European Union

Britain should

A

Tick the box you think comes closest to your own views

Do all It can to unite I I I I I I [J I [J] Do all It ,~an to protect Its
fully with the European Independence from the

Union .__ European Union

BeD E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Par1Iy's views

Do all It can to unite I I I [ I I [J I [J] Do all It can to protect Its
fully with the European Independence from the

Union .__ • European Union

A BeD E F G H J K

A B c o E F G H J K

P 1653 SCALE S
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1 Unemployment and Inflation

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

Getting people back to work I I I I I I I I I I I_I Keeping prices down should
should be the government's be the government's top

top Priority __ Priority

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Getting people back to work I-I I I I I I I I I I-I Keeping prices down should
should be the government's be the government's top

top Priority PriOrity

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Scottish National Party's views

P 1653 SCALE 1



N
n

2 Taxation and Government Services

A B C D E F G H J K

A B C D E F G H J K

A B C D E F G H J K

Pet ep lam' lot 'Od ,p<od I"k thl bo'rthm! eom!' c1o'r 10 TseorhNron"!""tYI "'Wl Cet t,m, lot 'nd 'p.nd
much more on health & much less on health & social

social services services

P 1653 SCALE 2



C
fY

n

3 Nationalisation and Pnvatlsatlon

Nationalise many I
more private

companies

A B C o E F G H J K

Nationalise many I
more private

companies

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

I [J I [J I I I I_I ~n:i~~;E::7 more

A B C o E F G H J K

Nationalise many I
more private

companies

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

I I=:J I [J I I I I-I ~:i~~;i~:~y more

A B C o E F G H J K

Nationalise many I
more private

companies

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

I [J I [] I I I I-----JI ~n:i~~;E::7 more

It ]the scotltlsh Na

l

tlona'lparty,sl viewsISell Clff many more

nationalised
'-- ---"- ---J industries

th kIC e ox ~ou In comes coses 01T k th b
Nationalise many

more private
companies

P 1653 SCALE 3
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4 Redistribution

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Be much less c:oncerned
about how equ,al people's

________ Incomes are

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Conservative Party's views

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

Make much greater efforts to 1'-----1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Imake people's Incomes more
equal L. _

Make much gre,ater efforts to 1
make people's II1comes more

equal

Make much greater efforts to 1

make people's II1comes more
equal

A

A

A

B

B

B

C

c

C

o

o

o

E

E

E

F

F

F

G

G

G

H

H

H

J

J

J

K

K

K

IBe much less c:oncerned
about how equal people's
Incomes are

1 Be much less concerned
about how equial people's
Incomes are

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

Make much greater efforts to 1,-----1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1Be much less concernedmake people's Incomes more about how equal people's
equal ~__. Incomes are
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European Union

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think connes closest to the Conservative Party's views

fUII~:~~ Itth~a~~~i~~~ 1,---1 I I I I I I I I I IDo all It can to protect Its
Independence from the
European Union

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Labour Party's views

fUII~:~~ Itth~a~~~i~~~ I-I I I I I I I I I I IDo all It can to protect Its
Independence from the
European Union

A B C o E F G H J K

Tick the box you think comes closest to the Liberal Democrats' views

fUII~:~~ ~th~a~~~i~~~1__1 I I I I I I I I 1__1~~r:::~:~i:~~~e;;:~ts

Do all It can to protect Its
Independence from the
European Union

hss closest to the cottls National Party's views

I
Do all It can to unite TllCk theI box Ylou thlnlk come

fully with the Eur:~~~ __
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SOCMIand Commumty Planmng Research & Nuffield College Oxford Telephone 0[71-2501866

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY -1 P 1653

1997 SURVEY Spring 1997

VOTING SHEET

Serial No 111111/

lqulteunderstand that you feel youhave glvenus enough of your time already We are

very grateful for all your help But so that Icancomplete myrecords, could you lust

answer two questions

1 whether you managed to vote m the general electlon~

Yes, voted

No

Refused

Can’t remember

2 and lastly, which party you voted for m the general electlon7

CODE ONE ONLY Conservatwe

DO NOT PROMPT Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party

Plald Cymru

Green Party

Other (WRITE IN)

Refused to disclose voting

None

Can’t remember/don’t know

1 ASK Q 2

8 s END

9

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

97

00

98

Thank you very much. This IS the last time we shall ask for your help

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED SHEET IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE
FROM THE ARF FOR THIS RESPONDENT

~. -—

.364

438070

a,.
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CREST CENTRE FOR RESEARCH INTO ELECTIONS AND SOCIAL TRENDS

~ 888

An ESRC Research Centre
at
SOCial and Commumty Planmng Research & Nuffield College Oxford

BRITISH ELECTION PANEL STUDY - 1

1997 SURVEY

VOTING SHEET

35 Northampron Square
London EC IV OAX

Telephone 0171-2501866

P 1653

Spring 1997

Senal No ITIIJ[J

I qUite understand that you feel you have given us enough of your time already We are
very grateful for all your help But so that I can complete my records, could you Just
answer two questions

1 whether you managed to vote In the general election?

Yes, voted

No

Refused

1 ASK Q 2

2

8 ~END

"68

Can't remember 9
'-----------1

2 and lastly, which party you voted for In the general election?

CODE ONE ONLY Conservative 01 438970

DO NOT PROMPT Labour 02

Liberal Democrat 03

Scottish National Party 04

Plaid Cymru 05

Green Party 06

Other (WRITE IN) 07

Refused to disclose voting 97

None 00

Can't remember/don't know 98

Thank you very much. This IS the last time we shall ask for your help spare
4371 80

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED SHEET IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE
FROM THE ARF FOR THIS RESPONDENT
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1. Background

1 The 1992 BGES surveys

The basehne for the Brlt\sh Electzon Panel Survey (IMPS) series was a cross-section survey
of electors m England, Scotland and Wrdes, earned out after the last general electlon m Aprd
1992 This study was the most recent m the IJrzt~sh General ElectIon Survey (BGES) series,
can-led out after every generrd electlon since 19641 The BGES series was estabhshed by
Dav]d Butler and Donald Stokes who directed the first three stud]es (1964, 1966 and 1970)
Responslbdlty for the series then passed from Nuffield College to the Unwers@ of Essex, the
two 1974 surveys being dmected by Ivor Crewe, Bo Sarlvlk and James Alt, joined by Dawd
Robertson m 1979 The three most recent studies have been the responslbd@ of Anthony
Heath (now of Nuffield College Oxford), Roger Jowell (of Socml and Commmuty Planmng
Research) and John CurtIce (now of the Umverwty of Strathclyde), together mth other
researchers from SCPR and Oxford The research team for the 1992 studies included Lmdsay
Brook, Bridget Taylor and Gdhan Prior

All the post-electlon cross-section surveys have been based on probabdlty samples designed
to be representative of the electorate of Great Br1tam2 and have been conducted by face-to-
face mtervlew Now the longest series of academic surveys m Brltam, the BGES studies have

‘ 1 here ha.. also be.. m. non-e l..tmn yc.r surveys (m 1963 and [969), . campa, g,. study> m 1987, a EEC R. feccnd.m study (conducted

by post) T. 1974, md m additional study of Welsh electors m 1979

‘ Except m years whim electors m Scotland have been over-smnpkd, the ‘.mfhng munttes’ north of the Cakdomm cmd have be..

cxcl.ded because of lh. proh,hmvc cost of mkrwewms m spars+populated arm!
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1. Background

1 The 1992 BGES surveys

The baselme for the British ElectIOn Panel Survey (BEPS) senes was a cross-sectIOn survey
of electors m England, Scotland and Wales, carned out after the last general electIOn m Apnl
1992 This study was the most recent m the British General ElectIOn Survey (BGES) senes,
carned out after every general electIOn smce 19641 The BGES senes was established by
Davld Butler and Donald Stokes who directed the first three studies (1964, 1966 and 1970)
Responsibility for the senes then passed from Nuffie1d College to the Umverslty of Essex, the
two 1974 surveys bemg duected by Ivor Crewe, Bo Sar1vlk and James Alt, Jomed by Davld
Robertson m 1979 The three most recent studies have been the responsibility of Anthony
Heath (now of Nuffield Col1el!e Oxford), ROl!er Jowel1 (of SOCial and Commumtv Planmng

---- ,---- -- - ~ ---- -----Q- - - /'''''' ~-

Research) and John Curtlce (now of the Umverslty of Strathclyde), together With other
researchers from SCPR and Oxford The research team for the 1992 studies mcluded Lmdsay
Brook, Bndget Taylor and GIllian Pnor

All the post-electIOn cross-sectIOn surveys have been based on probability samples deSigned
to be representatIve of the electorate of Great Bntam' and have been conducted by face-to­
face mtervlew Now the longest senes of academiC surveys m Bntam, the BGES studies have

I 1 here have also been two non-election year surveys (m 1963 and 1969), Il. campaign study' In 1987, a EEC Referendum study (conducted

by post) In 1974, and an additional study of Welsh electors In 1979

2 Except In yc:ars when electors In Scotland have been over-sampled, the 'croftmg counties' north of the Caledoman canaJ have been
excluded because of the prohlblllve cost of Inlervlewlng In sparsely-populated areas
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been noted for the high quahty of theu design and orgamsahori and for the richness of the
resulting datasets

A particular feature of the 1992 study’ was Its over-sample of Scottish electors, to allow
more detaded mvestlgatlon of voting behav]our, attitudes to devolutlon and independence,
‘national Identity’ and so on, north of the border Around 950 electors m Scotland (mcludmg
some hvmg north of the Caledoman Canal) were mterwewed, instead of the 250 or so that
we might have expected m the absence of a Scottish boost This element was also fhrrded by
the ESRC under a separate grant (No R 000232 960) to researchers m the Department of
Government, Umverslty of Strathclyde

In addltlon to the cross-sectional surveys among fresh samples of electors, between every pair
of elect10ns4 panel surveys have been conducted m wluch respondents to the previous cross-
sechon survey have been re-mterwewed In 1992, the Economic and Socml Research Councd
(as well as part-funding the cross-section survey) provided funds’ for the recumbent BGES
team to carry out three further surveys among electors first mterwewed m the 1987 post-
election study

. a pre-electlon telephone survey, with mterwewmg taking place m the three weeks of the
electlon campaign Ieadmg up to polhng day,

. a post-electlon survey, also by telephone, with respondents mtervlewed over the four days
immediately after polhng day (Thursday Aprd 9th),

. a face-to-face mtervlew survey of these panel members, beglmmg m the following week,
but this time mcludmg those who either were not on the telephone, or could not be
reached by telephone during the previous two phases

A brief account of the panel element of the 1992 BGES study M gwen m Annex I of tlus
Report

The structure of the BGES series since Its mceptlon m 1964 M shown schematically below

[Insert chart jiom Appendzx to ‘Understanding Pohhcal Change’, p 227, updated to 1992]

Funding for the 1992 cross-sect]on surveys came from two sources The ESRC awarded a
grant (No Y 304253 011) to the SCPIVNuftield College team Thm was supplemented by
a grant from one of the Samsbury Famdy Cha.ntable Trusts, which allowed funds wtach might
otherwise have been deployed to carrying out the 1992 Brztmh Soczal Attztudes (BSA) survey

‘ In common wth the O.tobcr 1974 and 1919 BGESsurveys,whmh also mcorp.r.ted a Scottish boost

4 Except those of 1979 and 19S3, md 1987 and 1992 when funding from tbe ESRC (formerly the SSRC) was not mad. .vadablc

‘ Thm.gh Im grant (No Y 303253 001) m the Jmm Umt for the Study of So.ml Tr.”ds (JUSSI ), an BSRC-f.nd.d Rcwamh Centre

h.kmg SCPR and N.klkld College Oxford The ‘campzugn’ and posl-pollmg day telepho.c rounds were suggestions of the Elc.tmn Studies

Adwsory and Mmagcment Comm,ttce (ESAMC), and adopled by the research team

been noted for the high quahty of theu design and organisation and for the nchness of the
resultmg datasets

A particular feature of the 1992 study3 was ItS over-sample of Scottish electors, to allow
more detailed lllvestIgatlOn of VOtlllg behavIOur, attitudes to devolutIOn and mdependence,
'national Identity' and so on, north of the border Around 950 electors m Scotland (mcludmg
some hVlllg north of the Caledoman Canal) were llltervlewed, lllstead of the 250 or so that
we might have expected m the absence of a Scottish boost This element was also funded by
the ESRC under a separate grant (No R 000 232 960) to researchers m the Department of
Govermnent, UmverSlty of Strathclyde

In addition to the cross-sectIOnal surveys among fresh samples of electors, between every pau
of electlOns4 panel surveys have been conducted m wluch respondents to the prevIOus cross­
sectIOn survey have been re-mtervlewed In 1992, the Economic and SOCial Research CounCil
(as well as part-fundlllg the cross-sectIOn survey) proVided funds' for the mcumbent BGES
team to carry out three further surveys among electors first mtervlewed m the 1987 post­
electIOn study

• a pre-electlOn telephone survey, With mtervlewlllg taklllg place m the three weeks of the
electIOn campaign leadmg up to pollmg day,

• a post-electIOn survey, also by telephone, With respondents mtervlewed over the four days
Immediately after pollmg day (Thursday Apnl 9th),

• a face-to-face mtervlew survey ofthese panel members, begmnmg m the followmg week,
but thiS time mcludlllg those who either were not on the telephone, or could not be
reached by telephone durIng the prevIOus two phases

A bnef account of the panel element of the 1992 BGES study IS given In Annex I of thiS
Report

The structure of the BGES senes smce ItS InceptIOn m 1964 IS shown schematIcally below

[Insert chart from AppendIX to 'Understandmg Polztlcal Change', p 227, updated to I992J

FundIng for the 1992 cross-sectIOn surveys came from two sources The ESRC awarded a
grant (No Y 304 253 011) to the SCPR/Nuffield Coliege team ThiS was supplemented by
a grant from one of the Samsbury Family Charitable Trusts, which allowed funds wluch might
otherWise have been deployed to carrymg out the 1992 Bntlsh Soczal Attitudes (BSA) survey

3 In common With the October 1974 and 1979 HGES surveys, which also Incorporated 8 Scottish boost

4 Except those of 1979 and 1983, and 1987 and 1992 when fundmg from the ESRC (formerly the SSRC) was not made HV811able

5 Through Its grant (No Y 303 253 001) to the JOlOt Unit for the Study of SOCial Trends (lUSS1), an ESRC-funded Research Centre
lmkmg SCPR and Nuffield College Oxford The 'campaign' and post-pollmg day telephone rounds were suggestions of the Election Studies
AdVISOry and Management Committee (ESAMC), and adopted by the research team
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to help support the 1992 BGES surveys The research tr%rrr wmhes to acknowledge Its
gratitude to both

2 The new panel study

In 1989, the ESRC provided funding, uutlally for five years, for a Research Centre hnkmg
SCPR and Nuffield College Oxford The Joint Umt for the Study of Social Trends (JUSST),
as It was then called, embarked on a programme of surveys, methodological experiments,
cross-national comparatwe research and pubhcatlons 7 In 1994, researchers m the Joint Umt
successfully apphed to the ESRC for funding (under Award No M 303 253 001) to extend
the hfe of the Umt for a further five years (untd September 1999) The Umt was renamed
the Centre for Research mto ElectIons and Social Trends (CREST), Its mam actwlty being to
study the attitudes and behawour of the Brltlsh electorate wa a series of regular mter-electlon
panel surveys

This enteqmse M known as the Brztmh Elechon Panel Survey (BEPS) Its Imovatwe element
ISto mvestlgate mdzwdual-level stablhty and change m pohtlcal athtudes, economic and social
cucumstaoces, and voting behavlour over the hfetlrne of one pad mrnent and beyond the next
general electlon Untd mld-1995 BEPS rounds had been annual, wrth fieldwork timed to
begin unmedlately after either the local electlons (19938 and 1995) or the electlons for the
European Parhament (1994) Th]s wdl enable researchers to exarnme the extent to which
pohtlcal attitudes translate mto voting behawour, and the extent to whmh observed changes
are ephemeral or longer-lasting As the next electlon approaches, the mtentlon M to question
electors every SIXmonths, instead of annually, m an effort to capture even shorter-term shrfts
m attitudes and behavlour Hence there have been two survey rounds m 1995, and there wdl
be two m 1996, with the final round m this panel series taking place unmedlately after the
next general electlon

In summary, completed BEPS fieldwork rounds are as follows

Date Mode Start of F]eldwork

1992 Face-to-face mtervlew Immediately following generaJ electlon
with self-completion supplement on 9th Aprd

1993 Postal questlormalre wth supp- Followmg local electlons on 6tb May
lementary telephone mtervlew

‘ There had been a s,imlar arrangmnent m 19S7, when the BSA grantfor 1988 was broughtforward to help fund the 19S7 BGt3 .ross-
sea,onsurvey

~ For mfortnal,onon theIJmts progr.mm.,se. m s.nesof W.rkmg Pafmswalablc fromN. ff,eld College Oxford (now succeeded by

the CREST s.nes of Working Papers)

8 AIIh.uEh funding for CREST and lti senm of mier-el.ctlon studcs wzs ..1 ycl m place m May 1993, ,1 wa-s dcc,ded nonetheless to re-

mnlact the embryo panel, both m a. essenlla[ cx.rc,sc m panel mamlenmce and to begin (m a modest W.Y) lh. momtormg of pohtical

amt.desand.otmg behawour(thelatteral theMay local.Ic.t!ons)
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to help support the 1992 BGES survey"
gratitude to both

2 The new panel study

The research team wIshes to acknowledge Its

In 1989, the ESRC provIded fundmg, Imtlally for five years, for a Research Centre lmkmg
SCPR and Nuffield College Oxford The Jomt Umt for the Srudy of SOCial Trends (mSST),
as It was then called, embarked on a progranlffie of surveys, methodological expenments,
cross-natIOnal comparative research and publicatIOns? In 1994, researchers m the Jomt Umt
successfully applied to the ESRC for fundmg (under Award No M 303 253 001) to extend
the life of the Umt for a further five years (until September 1999) The Umt was renamed
the Centre for Research mto ElectIOns and SOCial Trends (CREST), Its mam activity bemg to
study the attlrudes and behavIOur of the Bntlsh electorate Via a senes of regular mter-electlOn
panel surveys

This enterpnse IS known as the Bntlsh ElectIOn Panel Survey (BEPS) Its mnovatlVe element
IS to mvestlgate mdlVldual-level stability and change m political attitudes, economIC and SOCial
cIrcumstances, and votmg behavIOur over the lifetime of one parliament and beyond the next
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begm Immediately after either the local electIOns (1993' and 1995) or the electIOns for the
European Parliament (1994) Thls wlll enable researchers to examme the extent to which
political attitudes translate mto votmg behavIOur, and the extent to which observed changes
are ephemeral or longer-lastmg As the next electIOn approaches, the mtentlOn IS to questIOn
electors every SIX months, mstead of armually, m an effort to capture even shorter-term shJfts
m attlrudes and behavIOur Hence there have been two survey rounds m 1995, and there will
be two m 1996, With the final round m thiS panel senes takmg place Immediately after the
next gene!::ll electIon

In summary, completed BEPS fieldwork rounds are as follows

Date Mode Start of FIeldwork

1992

1993

Face-to-face mtervlew
With self-completIOn supplement

Postal questIOnnaire Wlth supp­
lementary telephone mtervlew

ImmedIately followmg general electIOn
on 9th Apnl

Followmg local elections on 6th May

6 There had been a SImilar arrangement III 1987, when the BSA grant for 1988 was brought forward to help fund the 1987 BGES cross­

sectIOn survey

7 For mformalion all the Unit s programme, see Its senes of Workmg Papers aval1able from Nuffield College Oxford (now succeeded by
the CREST senes of Workmg Papers)

11 Although fundmg for CREST and Ils series of mter-electlon studies was not yet m place m May 1993, It was deCided nonetheless to re­
contact the embryo panel, both as an essenllal exercise In panel mamtenance and to begm (m a modest way) the momtormg of polltJcal
attitudes and voting behaViour (the latter al the May local elections)
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1994 Face-to-face mtervlew Immediately following European Parhament
with self-completion supplement electlons on 9th June

1995 (1) Face-to-face mterwew Immediately following local electlons
with self-completion supplement on 4th June

1995 (2) Telephone mterwew with supp- Irrunedlately following the end of the
lement~y postal questlomaue party conference season (13th October)

A new panel wdl be recrtnted after the next general electlon and hrther fieldwork rounds w1ll
take place untd autumn 1998

2. Objectives of the BGES series

A central alm of the BGES’, the foundation upon whrch the present BEPS programme M bmlt,
has always been to mamtam the mtegnty of the series Particular emphasis N placed on
mamtammg the high standards of samphng, fieldwork and coding estabhshed m the past, and
on repeating tcore’ Items to ensure contmmty

A second task of the series has always been to provide benchmark data on the characteristics
of the electorate - on theu attitudes, party ldentlficatlon and behawour, and on the
mterrelatlons between these characteristics and aspects of social structure This has proved
invaluable ur charting and descnbmg both long- and short-term trends (the latter being
especially useful m the context of the BEPS programme)

A further lmportrmt a~m was Identified for the 1992 BGES studies Frost, mamly vm the panel
study, the research team intended to mvestlgate more thoroughly than had been possible m
the past questions of causahty to look at (for example) the effect of economic cmcumstances,
unemployment, purchase of shares or prwate health care on voting behavlour, or to examme
the consequences of changes m party pohcy m terms of respondent’s own pohtlcal attitudes
and party allegmrrce This M a theme to which (through the collection of data on respondents’
recent hfe hl stories) the BEPS series has already returned

A particular feature of the Scott]sh booster sample was an extra module of questions
addressing issues such as possible constitutional changes, pride m ones country and national
Identity In addltlon, questions about the mam pohtlcal parties were expanded to include the
SNP

1994 Face-to-face interview Immediately following European Parliament
with self-completIOn supplement electIOns on 9th June

1995 (I) Face-to-face interview
With self-completIOn supplement

Immediately following local electIOns
on 4th June

1995 (2) Telephone mtervlew With supp- Immediately followmg the end of the
lementary postal questlOnnaue party conference season (13th October)

A new panel will be recrUited after the next general election and further fieldwork rounds will
take place until autumn 1998

2. Objectives of the BGES series

A central aim of the BGES, the foundatIOn upon winch the present BEPS programme IS bUilt,
has always been to mamtam the Integnty of the senes Particular emphaSIS IS placed on
malntalnmg the high standards of samplmg, fieldwork and codmg established m the past, and
on repeatmg 'core' Items to ensure contmUlty

A second task of the senes has always been to provide benchmark data on the charactensncs
of the electorate - on theu attitudes, party IdentificatIOn and behavIOur, and on the
Interrelations between these charactenstics and aspects of social structure Tins has proved
mvaluable In chartmg and descnbmg both long- and short-term trends (the latter being
especially useful m the context of the BEPS programme)

A further Important aim was Identified for the 1992 BGES studies First, mainly Via the panel
study, the research team mtended to Investigate more thoroughly than had been possible m
the past questIOns of causality to look at (for example) the effect of economic cucumstances,
unemployment, purchase of shares or pnvate health care on voting behavIOur, or to examme
the consequences of changes m party policy m terms of respondent's own political attitudes
and party allegiance ThiS IS a theme to which (through the collectIOn of data on respondents'
recent life hlstones) the BEPS senes has already returned

A particular feature of the Scottish booster sample was an extra module of questIOns
addreSSing Issues such as possible constitutIOnal changes, pnde In ones country and natIOnal
Identity In additIOn, questIOns about the main politICal parties were expanded to mclude the
SNP
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3. Survey methods

1 Aprd 1992 BGES basehne study

The sample

The survey was designed to yield a representatwe sample of ehglble voters m Great Brltam9
Like Its predecessors, It differed from a random sample of all reszdent adults m that It
comprised only people on the electoral regmter and ehgible to vote at the general electlon (m
this case, on 9th Aprd 1992)

A three-stage selectlon procedwe was used Frost, a sample of 218 constituencies was selected
(159 m England and Wales and 59 m Scotland’”) w,th probabdlty proporhonate to size of
electorate Before selectlon, the constituencies had been stratltied according to the following
factors

. Reg]strar General’s Standard Region

. population density bands (persons per hectare)

. percentage of dwelhngs owner-occupied’ ]

In order to make the strata fauly equal m size, the population density banding was varied
according to Standard Region

The second stage was the ordering of all polhng dlstncts wlthm the selected constituencies
m a geographically coherent sequence, according to the ward Iabelhng system used wlthm the
constituency Any polhng dmtnct with fewer than 500 electors was combmed wh the one
following It, to form one umt This meant that addresses m any one samphng point would
not be too t]ghtly clustered

In antlclpatlon that a general electlon would be called m November 1991, this second stage
of sample selection was can-led out using the electoral registers current between February
1991 and February 1992 Indeed a sample of electors had already been drawn from these
registers, so that fieldwork could begin munedlately after polhng day When It become
evident, however, that the electlon would be m the following spring, the research team apphed
to, and obtained from, the ESRC the extra fhndmg necessary to draw a fresh sample of
electors from the new reg~sters when they started to become avadable m mid-February 1992

In the course of selecting constltuencles, one elector was picked at random The polhng
dlstnct wlthm which thm elector hved became the selected polhng dlstrtct In this way, Its
probabdlty of selectlon was proportionate to size of electorate

‘ ?im study, m .onmm. vh all prevm.s BGES st.d,es, .xd.ded Northernhebnd How.vcr m 1992 for tbe first tlm. the ESRC

pr.wded fundsfor . separate study of the Northern Imh .Icctomtc,underthedmctmnof a d,ff.rent teamof mv.strgamrs

m The ,a,np{tngframe~,$ ~tme,n,ju~ed(X “.t.d .b.v.], h. fiVC constmen.icsw,tha sm.11..d ,.,n,r.d Clectoratcm ‘e scoelsh

hghlandsanddads northof h. Cal.donmn Canal

I 1 ~ccord,”g to ,98, ~e”,”s data, the Iatcst avadabk .1 ~at time
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3. Survey methods

1 AprIl 1992 BGES baselIne study

The sample

The survey was designed to yIeld a representative sample of ehglble voters m Great Bntam9

LIke ItS predecessors, It differed from a random sample of all reSIdent adults m that It
compnsed only people on the electoral register and ehglble to vote at the general electIOn (m
thiS case, on 9th Apnl 1992)

A three-stage selectIOn procedure was used First, a sample of 218 constituencies was selected
(159 m England and Wales and 59 m Scotland lO

) With probablhty proportIOnate to size of
electorate Before selectIOn, the constituencies had been stratified accordmg to the followmg
factors

• Registrar General's Standard RegIOn
• populatIOn denSity bands (persons per hectare)
• percentage of dwelhngs owner-occupied 11

In order to make the strata fairly equal m Size, the populatIOn denSity bandmg was varied
accordmg to Standard RegIOn

The second stage was the ordenng of all polhng districts wlthm the selected constituencies
m a geographically coherent sequence, accordmg to the ward labelhng system used wlthm the
constituency Any polhng district With fewer than 500 electors was combmed With the one
followmg It, to form one umt ThiS meant that addresses m anyone samphng pomt would
not be too tIghtly clustered

In antiCipatIOn that a general electIOn would be called m November 1991, thiS second stage
of sample selectIOn was carned out usmg the electoral registers current between February
1991 and February 1992 Indeed a sample of electors had already been drawn from these
registers, so that fieldwork could begm Immediately after polhng day When It become
eVident, however, that the electIOn would be m the followmg spnng, the research team apphed
to, and obtamed from, the ESRC the extra fundmg necessary to draw a fresh sample of
electors from the new registers when they started to become available m mid-February 1992

In the course of selectmg constItuencies, one elector was picked at random The pollmg
district wlthm which thiS elector hved became the selected pollmg dlstnct In thiS way, ItS
probablhty of selectIOn was proportIOnate to size of electorate

9 This study, In common With all prevIOus BGES studies, excluded Northern Ireland However In 1992 for the first time the ESRC

proVided funds for 8. separate study of the Northern ITlsh electorate, under the direction of a different learn of investigators

10 The samphng frame thiS time mcluded (as noled above), lhe five constituenCies With a small and scattered electorate In the Scottish

highlands and Islands north of the Caledoman Canal

11 According to 1981 Census data, the latest available at that time
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The thmd stage was the selectlon of a sample of electors Wlthm each of the 218 selected
polhng dlstrlcts, 24 electors were chosen wltb equal probabdlty, starting from a randomly
chosen point, and thereafter plckmg the name of every nth elector Anyone mehg]ble to vote
m the general electlon (peers and young people aged under 18 on Aprd 9th) was replaced
with an ehg!ble elector, whose name was selected by using random number tables

A sample of 5,232 names was selected by these methods (3,816 m England and Wales and
1416 m Scotland)

Fieldwork and response

A small-scale pdot was tamed out m early December, 1991 SIX mterwewers (mcludmg two
m Scotland) between them earned out 48 mterwews, and admuustered a short self-completion
questlomalre to respondents Afterwards the mtervlewers attended a debriefing, to dmcuss
the pdot results w]th members of the SCPFVOxford and Strathcl yde research teams

Interwewers undertaking assignments on the mam fieldwork phase were personally briefed
by SCPR members of the BGES research team Fieldwork m England and Wales began on
10th Aprd 1992, rmd m Scotland on 14th Aprd A total of 217 mtervlewers undertook
asslgmnents on the cross-section survey, 163 m England and Wales and 54 m Scotland)

The names of some potential respondents who had proved d]fficult to find at home, or had
refused or broken an appointment for mterwew, were re-issued to mterwewers who had not
made the uutlal calls In addltlon, movers who were traced to new addresses were followed
up and, where possible, mterv]ewed This re-issue phase resulted m 283 productwe mtervlews
and raised response by 63 per cent The final response rate was 73 per cent, (72 per cent m
England and Wales and 73 per cent m Scotland)

In all, 88 per cent of mterwews achieved were obtained by the end of May 1992, and 97 per
cent by the end of June The remalmng three per cent were conducted during July and
August, mamly following recalls on respondents who were unable or unwrlhng to be
mtervlewed earher The date of mterwew appears on the dataset as the variable DateInt

Detads of the final response breakdown are shown m the table below

“’’’””’’’’”W’’” ‘OT’L~
n %n 0%

.3,.

NAMES ISSUED 3816 1416

Addresses out-of-scope
(empty, dcmol! shed, no trace) 45 12

Named person
dead 28 17

em lgrated 25 5

under age 3
mover - address unknown 144 84

TOTAL FOUND OR ASSUMED TO BE
OUT OF SCOPE OR UNTRACEABLE 242 121

5232

57

45

30
3

228

363
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The thlfd stage was the selectIOn of a sample of electors Wlthm each of the 218 selected
pollIng dlstncts, 24 electors were chosen With equal probabilIty, startmg from a randomly
chosen pomt, and thereafter plckmg the name of every nth elector Anyone Ineligible to vote
m the general electIOn (peers and young people aged under 18 on Apnl 9th) was replaced
with an elIgible elector, whose name was selected by usmg random number tables

A sample of 5,232 names was selected by these methods (3,816 m England and Wales and
1 4I6 In Scotland)

Fieldwork and response

A small-scale pIlot was carned out m early December, 1991 SIX mtervlewers (mcludmg two
m Scotland) between them carned out 48 mtervlews, and admllllstered a short self-completIon
questlOnnalfe to respondents Afterwards the mtervlewers attended a debnefing, to diSCUSS
the pilot results with members of the SCPRlOxford and Strathclyde research teams

Interviewers undertakmg assignments on the mam fieldwork phase were personally bnefed
by SCPR members of the BGES research team Fieldwork m England and Wales began on
10th Apnl 1992, and m Scotland on 14th Apnl A total of 217 Illtervlewers undertook
assignments on the cross-sectIOn survey, 163 m England and Wales and 54 m Scotland)

The names of some potentIal respondents who had proved difficult to find at home, or had
refused or broken an. appOIntment for IntervIew, were re-Issued to IntervIewers who had not
made the IllltIal calls In additIOn, movers who were traced to new addresses were followed
up and, where possible, ll1tervlewed ThiS re-Issue phase resulted m 283 productive mtervlews
and raIsed response by 6 3 per cent The final response rate was 73 per cent,(72 per cent m
England and Wales and 73 per cent In Scotland)

In all, 88 per cent of Interviews achieved were obtaIned by the end of May 1992, and 97 per
cent by the end of June The remammg three per cent were conducted dunng July and
August, maInly followmg recalls on respondents who were unable or unWlllmg to be
mtervlewed earlIer The date of InterVIeW appears on the dataset as the varIable Datelnt

Details of the final response breakdown are shown III the table below
England and Wales TOTAL

n % n % 0

NAMES ISSUED 3816 1416 5232

Addresses oul-of-scope
(emply, demolished, no trace) 45 12 57

Named person
dead 28 17 45
emigrated 25 5 30
under age 3 3
mover - address unknown 144 84 228

TOTAL FOUND OR ASSUMED TO BE
OUT OF SCOPE OR UNTRACEABLE 242 121 363
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TOTAL IN SCOPE

Itrtervlew obtained
Of which

w!th self-completion
wmhout self-completmn

Interwew not obtanred

Of which
refusal
refusal by someone else m

household (proxy)

broken appointment
refusal to oftice
not contacted- never m

sendclmcapac] tated
away or ]n hospital
III at home

Other

3574 100

2577 72

2415 6S
162 6

997 28

607

78
35

I
86

53
42
21
74

1245 100 4869 100

957 74 3534 73

89 69 3304 68
68 7 230 5

338 26 1335 27

192 799

26 I 04
11 46

I 2
31 117
25 78
19 61
7 28

26 I00

Response varied somewhat between Standard Regions, ranging from 78 per cent m Yorkshme
and Humberslde to 65 per cent m Greater London Asmprevlous BGLLSrotmds, weights
were apphedto ensure that the sample represented the correct proportion of electors meach
Staodard Region (see below)

Wezghtmg

Welghtmg had been camledout on BGES 1983 and 1987, andtheequwalent exercwe was
repeatedm 1992 Thlsmcluded, m 1992, thedown-welghtmg of the Scottish booster sample
to-form arepresentatwe Brltlsh sample The following tab~ shows the weights apphed to
cases m each Standard Region

Standard

Regton No “/0

Scotland 3,927,475

North 2,391,410

Nofth West 4,825,960

Yorks&Humberslde 3,827,212

West Midlands 4,013,421

East Midlands 3,092,71 I

East Anglla 1,573,318

South West 3,639,627

South East 8,133,367

Greater London 4,910,855

Wales 2,217,713

TOTALS 42,553,069

923

562

1134

899

943

727

370

855

1912

1155

521

957

177

296

267

293

214

94

250

534

303

149

3,534

271

50

84

76

83

61

27

71

151

86

42

1002

XO276
x 0907

X I 085

X 0962

X 0920

x 0971

X I 124

X 0978

X I 023

X 1089
x 0999

264

161

321

257

27o

208

106

245

546

330

I49
—

2,857

92
56

113
90

94

75

37

86

19 I

115

52

999
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"TOTAL IN SCOPE 3574 100 1295 100 4869 100

IntervIew obtamed 2577 72 957 74 3534 73
Of whIch

wIth self-completIOn 2415 68 89 69 3304 68
wIthout self-completIOn 162 6 68 7 230 5

Interview not obtamed 997 28 338 26 1335 27
Of whIch

refusal 607 192 799
refusal by someone else 10

household (proxy) 78 26 104
broken appomtment 35 11 46
refusal to office I I 2
not contacted - never In 86 31 117
senIle/incapacitated 53 25 78
away or 10 hospital 42 19 61
III at home 21 7 28

Other 74 26 100

Response vaned somewhat between Standard RegIOns, ranging from 78 per cent In Yorkshue
and Humberside to 65 per cent In Greater London As In prevIOus BGES rounds, weights
were apphed to ensure that the sample represented the correct proportIOn of electors In each
Standard RegIOn (see below)

Welghtmg

Weighting had been carned out on BGES 1983 and 1987, and the eqUivalent exercise was
repeated In 1992 ThiS Included, In 1992, the down-weighting of the Scottish booster sample
to form a representabve Bnbsh sample The follOWing table shows the weights apphed to
cases In each Standard RegIOn

Standard

RegIOn No %

Scotland 3,927,475 923 957 27 1 x 0276 264 92

North 2,391,410 562 177 50 x 0907 161 56

North West 4,825,960 1134 296 84 x 1 085 321 11 3

Yorks & HumbersIde 3,827,212 899 267 76 x 0962 257 90

West MIdlands 4,013,421 943 293 83 x 0 920 270 94

East MIdlands 3,092,711 727 214 61 x 0971 208 75

East Anglia 1,573,318 370 94 27 x I 124 106 37

South West 3,639,627 855 250 7 1 x 0 978 245 86

South East 8,133,367 19 12 534 15 1 x 1023 546 19 1

Greater London 4,910,855 11 55 303 86 x1089 330 11 5

Wales 2,217,713 521 149 42 x 0999 149 52
---

TOTALS 42,553,069 10001 3,534 1002 2,857 999
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Data ontienuber ofelectors metAenfrom Electoral Stat~s/,cs l992(OPCS, 1992)

It ]stierefore essential towelght thesmple, uslngthevmlable WtFuctor, thlswelghts the
number of respondents m each Standard Region to the proporhons of registered electors m
each Reg]on

Se~-completion supplement

Followlng thesuccessful lntioductlon ofaself-complet] onquestlomalre on the 1987 BGES
cross-section survey ’2, respondents were again asked to complete a questionnaire after the
mtervlew, eltherfor collection bythemtervlewer ortoretorn by post In all, 93 percent of
respondents mterwewed face-to-face completed the supplement It contained (among other
Items) a set of questions designed to explore the relatwe Importance of different sources of
polmcal mformatlon, fielded as part of the Cross-Naflorral Elecfzon Programme (CNiiP)

As noted above, 230 respondents to the face-to-face mterwew dld not complete a self-
completion supplement These cases appear as’mlssmg’ mthe SPSS-x system file

Thespllt-sample experiment

A spht-sasnple experiment was conducted to find out whether or not there wasa quest] on-
order effect according to whether respondents were asked first about theu vote and then about
their party Identlficatlon or wee-versa (see Heath and Pierce, 1992, McAlhster and
Wattenberg, 1995) Respondents wltheven serlalnmbers were asked thequestlononpmty
ldentlficat]on before being asked about theu vote, whereas the respondents with odd serial
numbers were asked the question on party Identlficatlon afterwards Thus this series of
questions appears tw]cemthe questlo~ame, wlththe following question numbers

Even send Odd serial
numbers numbers Derived vanab[es

Patiy Idermticat(on A6a B13a Partyld

[If no Party Id] closer to wh)ch A6b B13b Plycls

party~

Strength of Paw [d A6C B13c ldStrng

Mam a!m of pafly A6d B13d Comprom

The four derwed variables above combme the responses of the two half-samples, and It M
these that should be used m the analys]s

12 ~,~ ,nnovat,on on tie ~G~ ,Cr,e$ ~= ,mpomd, from SCPRSmm. al Br,t,,h SLWal Amide. SUWCY,.. ~h,ch a s.lf-completion

supplmwm hadbe.. used successfully WI.. BSAk mccptmn m 1983
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Data on the number of electors are taken from Electoral Statistics 1992 (opes, 1992)

It IS therefore essentIal to weIght the sample, usmg the varIable WtFactor, thIs weIghts the
number of respondents m each Standard RegIOn to the proportIOns of regIstered electors m
each RegIOn

Self-completIOn supplement

Followmg the successful mtroductlOn of a self-completIOn questIOnnaIre on the 1987 BGES
cross-sectIOn survey 12, respondents were agam asked to complete a questlOnnalte after the
mtervlew, eIther for collectIOn by the mtervlewer or to return by post In all, 93 per cent of
respondents mtervlewed face-to-face completed the supplement It contamed (among other
Items) a set of questlons desIgned to explore the relatIve Importance of dIfferent sources of
polltlcal mformatlOn, fielded as part of the Cross-NatIOnal ElectIOn Programme (CNEP)

As noted above, 230 respondents to the face-to-face mtervlew dId not complete a self­
completIOn supplement These cases appear as 'mlssmg' m the SPSS-x system file

The splzt-sample experzment

A spht-sample expenment was conducted to find out whether or not there was a questlOn­
order effect accordmg to whether respondents were asked first about thelt vote and then about
theIr party IdentlficatlOn or Vice-versa (see Heath and PIerce, 1992, McAlhster and
Wattenberg,1995) Respondents WIth even senal numbers were asked the questIOn on party
IdentlficatlOn before bemg asked about theIr vote, whereas the respondent5 WIth odd senal
numbers were asked the questIOn on party IdentlficatlOn afterwards Thus thIS senes of
questIOns appears tWIce m the questlOnnalte, WIth the followmg questIOn numbers

Even senal Odd senal
numbers numbers Derived variables

Party IdenlIficatlOn A6a BI3a Partyld

[If no Party Id] closer to whIch A6b BI3b PtyCls
party?

Strength of Party Id A6c BI3c IdStrng

Mam aIm of party A6d B13d Comprom

The four denved variables above combme the responses of the two half-samples, and It IS
these that should be used In the analySIS

12 This mnovatlon on the BGES senes was 'Imported' from SCPR's annual British SOCiaL Al111udes survey, on which a self·completlon

supplement had been used Successfully since BSA's inception III 1983
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Cross-natzonal components

There were two cross-national components to the 1992 BGES cross-section study

1 In a ftier spht-run experiment, a number of scale Items were taken from the American
National ElectIon Study (ANES), and fielded on BGES 1992 Topics covered were
defence spendmg, the role of government m welfare prowslon and women’s rights
These wrll be found on pp 21-23 of the mam questlonname (Qs B 40-B 42)

2 Through partlclpatlon m the Cross-National ElectIon Project (CNEP), the research team
helped develop a number of questions on attention to the media and on personal
networks These were fielded on the self-completion questlormalre (Qs 207-2 18) Thm
wIII allow comparison with electorates m Germany, the USA, Spare and Japan (check~

Vm-mble names

In most cases vrmable names are based on question number and consist of question number
preceded by the letter V Variables m the classdicatlon section at the end of the face-to-face
mtervlew are numbered from V901 (thus V901a, V901b V902a and so on), variables on the
self-completlorr supplement are numbered from V201 (thus V202a, V201 b and so on) Other
variable names which do not follow the question-number convention (such as occupation and
class variables) should be self-explanatory

The SPSS-X system file also contains a small number of derwed variables These are hsted
m the Codebook

Other conventions employed

The prmclpal ones employed were

1 Falters or sklus
At various points m the survey, questions were asked of sub-samples of respondents,
whale others were routed past such questions On a small number of variables morek
one filter operated simultaneously Cases which were filtered out (or skipped) are
defined as -1 (or -2 or -3) and are labelled “Skipped” The reasons for the skip are
also given, but often (since space M hmlted) m a much shortened form

2 ‘Not answereds’
Where there are no data for a particular variable (1 e some respondents dld not gwe a
response to that question), code 9 (or 99 or 999 or 9999) M used

3 ‘Don’t knows’

‘Don’t know’ responses are usually coded 8 (or 98 or 998)

Constituency numbers
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Cross-natIOnal components

There were two cross-natIOnal components to the 1992 BGES cross-sectIOn study

I In a further split-run expenment, a number of scale Items were taken from the Amencan
NatIOnal ElectIOn Study (ANES), and fielded on BGES 1992 Topics covered were
defence spendmg, the role of government m welfare provIsIOn and women's nghts
These WIll be found on pp 21-23 of the mam questIOnnaire (Qs B 40-B 42)

2 Through participatIOn m the Cross-NatIOnal ElectIOn Project (CNEP), the research team
helped develop a number of questIOns on attentIOn to the media and on personal
networks These were fielded on the self-completIOn questIOnnaire (Qs 2 07-2 18) ThiS
will allow comparison with electorates m Germany, the USA, Spam and Japan (check')

Varzable names

In most cases variable names are based on questIOn number and consist of questIOn number
preceded by the letter V Variables m the classificatIOn sectIOn at the end of the face-to-face
mtervlew are numbered from V901 (thus V901a, V901b V902a and so on), variables on the
self-completIOn supplement are numbered from V201 (thus V202a, V201b and so on) Other
variable names which do not follow the questIOn-number conventIOn (such as occupatIOn and
class variables) should be self-explanatory

The SPSS-x system file also contams a small number of denved variables These are listed
111 the Codebook

Other conventIOns employed

The pnnclpal ones employed were

I FIlters or skms
At varIOus pomts m the survey, questIOns were asked of sub-samples of respondents,
whIle others were routed past such questIOns On a small number of variables morelt
one filter operated sImultaneously Cases whIch were filtered out (or skIpped) are
defined as -1 (or -2 or -3) and are labelled "Skipped" The reasons for the SkIp are
also gIven, but often (smce space IS limIted) m a much shortened form

2 'Not answereds'
Where there are no data for a partIcular varIable (1 e some respondents dId not gIve a
response to that questIOn), code 9 (or 99 or 999 or 9999) IS used

3 'Don't knows'

'Don't know' responses are usually coded 8 (or 98 or 998)

Constituency numbers
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All selected constituencies m England, Wales and Scotland ha+. been allocated theu new and
old Press Assoclatlon (PA) Number All selected constituencies can also be Identdied by theu
old OPCS Constituency Number All those m England and Wales have also been allocated
theu new OPCS Number But new OPCS Constituency Numbers have not been assigned to
const]tuencles m Scotland, and so are mmmg from the dataset
Postcodmg

Theaddresses ofallrespondents have been postcoded The full postcode m, for reasons of
confidentlahty, kept ma separate file and only thepostcode sector on each address has been
added tothedata setdeposlted atthe Data Archwe Thevarlable name mXxxxXxxx (Brzdget,
please supply~

Vulldatlon of turnout

Records for England and Wales showing which electors voted (or were registered as postal
voters) mekeptat the Lord Chmcellor's Office mdfleavallable forpubllc ]nspectlon for up
toayear after each elect]on Asm the 1987 elect]on study, where possible we checked the
report that respondents mEngland and Wales gave about them turnout (“Did you vote mthe
general electlon on the 9th Aprd “) against the ofticlal records (see Swaddle and Heath,
1989) This mformatlon has been added to the dataset (variable name Xx.mXtxx -Brzdget,
help~

Inprlnclple, slmllarecords for Scotlmd medsoavallable Since, however, they arenot held
centrally It M much more time-consummg and costly to extend this exercise to Scottish
respondents Nonethelesslt wasposslbleto vahdatet urnout, by means of correspondence
with Sheriffs’ Offices, for Xr’X(Xt%) of the 957 Scottish electors on the achieved sample,
and these data too have been added to the dataset w~th the same vrmable name 1s thzs S07

2. May 1993 BEPS study

Introduction

In 1993, the SCPR/Nuffield Joint Umt submitted Lts grant apphcatlon to the ESRC for a
further five years of funding for the Joint Umt (JUSST) As noted, the core actwlty of the
Umt’s next five years was to be regular rounds of mterwews with respondents to the 1992
BGES’ cross-sect]on survey If tlus strategy were to work, It seemed Imperatwe to contact
these respondents again before too long a time has passed, so that the embryomc panel could
be mamtarned untd fresh funding had been secured There was concern also that a two-yem
‘data gap’ between rounds would be debdltatmg for the new panel survey We decided
therefore, as part of the panel maintenance exercme, to collect a hrnlted amount of mformatlon
about electors’ perceptions on a range of msues mcludmg the state of the economy and the
competence (or otlrerwme) of the party leaders We also included a few questions on voting
m the loca[ electlons, for those respondents to who had the chance to vote on 6th May
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All selected constituencIes In England, Wales and Scotland have been allocated theIr new and
old Press AssocIatIOn (PA) Number All selected constituenCIes can also be Identified by theIr
old OPCS ConstItuency Number All mose In England and Wales have also been allocated
theIr new OPCS Number But new OPCS ConstItuency Numbers have not been assIgned to
constituencIes In Scotland, and so are ffiIssmg from the dataset
Postcodmg

The addresses of all respondents have been postcoded The fuii postcode IS, for reasons of
confidentialIty, kept m a separate file and only the postcode sector on each address has been
added to the data set deposIted at the Data ArchIve The varIable name IS XxxxXxxx (Bndge/,
please supply')

VahdatlOn of turnout

Records for England and Waies showmg whIch electors voted (or were regIstered as postal
voters) are kept at the Lord Chancellor's Office and are avaIlable for publIc mspectIOn for up
to a year after each electIOn As m the 1987 electIOn study, where pOSSIble we checked me
report mat respondents m England and Wales gave about theIr turnout ("DId you vote m the
general electIOn on the 9th AprIl ") agamst the offiCIal records (see Swaddle and Heath,
1989) ThIS mformatIOn has been added to the dataset (varIable name XxxxXxxx -Bndget,
help!)

In prIncIple, SImIlar records for Scotland are also avaIlable Smce, however, they are not new
centrally It IS much more tIme-COnsumIng and costly to extend thIS exerCIse to ScottIsh
respondents Nonemeless It was pOSSIble to valIdate turnout, by means of correspondence
WIth Shenffs' Offices, for .xxx (XY"/o) of the 957 ScottIsh electors on the achIeved sample,
and these data too have been added to the dataset WIth the same varIable name is thl~ so:>

2. May 1993 REPS study

IntroductIOn

In 1993, the SCPRlNuffield Jomt Umt submitted ItS grant applIcatIOn to the ESRC for a
further five years of fundmg for the Jomt Umt (mSST) As noted, the core activIty of the
Umt's next five years was to be regular rounds of mtervlews WIth respondents to the 1992
BGES cross-sectIOn survey If mls strategy were to work, It seemed Imperative to contact
these respondents agam before too long a time has passed, so that me embryomc panel could
be mamtamed untll fresh fundmg had been secured There was concern also that a two-year
'data gap' between rounds would be debIlItatmg for the new panel survey We decIded
therefore, as part of the panel mamtenance exerCIse, to collect a lImIted amount of mformatIOn
about electors' perceptIOns on a range of Issues mcludmg the state of the economy and me
competence (or otherwIse) of the party leaders We also Included a few questIOns on votmg
m me local electIOns, for those respondents to who had the chance to vote on 6th May
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Sample and jkldwork

The alm was to obtain a completed quest] ormalre from as many as possible of respondents to
the 1992 BGES cross-sechon survey (mcludmg all the respondents m the 1992 Scottish over-
simple) All 3,534 respondents to the 1992 survey were asked whether or not they would
be wdhng to be re-mterwewed, 3,057 sa]d they would be wllhng, whale 477 were unwdhng
In the event, we wrote to all 3,534 respondents asking them to complete a very short (4-page)
postal questlonnaue m the hope that some of those who had dechned another face-to-face
mtervlew would be wdhng to help with a postal survey, and might then remam m the panel
‘Wdhng’ respondents were assigned to Sample A However those who had said they were
unwdl mg (Sample B) were treated somewhat differently from the others they were gwen the
choice of’ opting out’ of the panel, they were not sent remmder letters, and none of them was
followed up by telephone (a tactic we employed wh the remamder of respondents)

All respondents were also sent a ‘tracing form’ which they were asked to return after tlckmg
one of five boxes (A -E)

A I am the person whose name M on the label below, and I stall hve at the same
addi-ess
Please send this form back wzth your questlonname

B. I am this person, but I have a new address
Please gwe your new address and telephone number below and enclose ~twzth your
questzonnarre

C. I am not the person whose name M on the label below, but I know hlslher new
address
Please gwe new address and telephone number below and enclose lt wfth your
questzonnawe

D. I am not ttus person, but I know someone who may be able to help you locate
hnniher
Please gwe name and address of contact below and send the form back

E. I am not this person and I cannot help you locate hunher
Please return this form anyway without jWmg m anything else

Those m Sample B were g]ven the opportumty to ‘opt out’ of the panel by tlckmg a box on
the tracing form

‘Wdhng’ sample members who had not responded after two weeks (n= 1,636) were sent a
remmder letter, and (If they stall had not rephed) they were sent a firrther remmder letter and
soother questlormalre (n= 1,358)

In 1992, respondents who agreed to a possible ftiher mtervlew were asked for a ‘stable
address’, that M one through whrch they might be contacted m future (typlcall y a farmly
member hvmg nearby, or a nelghbour) We attempted to contact sample members who faded
to respond at the stable address that they had gwen us Where we had a new address, we
followed respondents up to that new address

13

Sample and fieldwork

The aim was to obtam a completed questlOnnalre from as many as possible of respondents to
the 1992 BGES cross-sectlOn survey (mcludmg ail the respondents m the 1992 Scottish over­
sample) All 3,534 respondents to the 1992 survey were asked whether or not they would
be wlllmg to be re-mtervlewed, 3,057 said they would be willing, while 477 were unwilling
In the event, we wrote to all 3,534 respondents askmg them to complete a very short (4-page)
postal questIonnaire 1n the hope that some of those who had dechned another face-ta-face
mtervlew would be wlllmg to help with a postal survey, and might then remam m the panel
'Wlllmg' respondents were assigned to Sample A However those who had said they were
unwilling (Sample B) were treated somewhat differently from the others they were given the
chOice of 'optmg out' of the panel, they were not sent remmder letters, and none of them was
followed up by telephone (a tactic we employed With the remamder of respondents)

All respondents were also sent a 'tracmg form' which they were asked to return after tJckmg
one of five boxes (A -E)

A I am the person whose name IS on the label below, and I still live at the same
address
Please send lItis form back with your questIonnaire

B. I am thiS person, but I have a new address
Please give your new address and telephone number below and enclose It with your
questionnaire

C. I am not the person whose name IS on the label below, but I know hls/her new
address

questIOnnaire

D. I am not thiS person, but I know someone who may be able to help you locate
hnr.../her
Please give name and address of contact below and send the form back

E. I am not thiS person and I cannot help you locate hlm/her
Please return thIS form anyway wIthout filllng In anythIng else

Those III Sample B were given the opportumty to 'opt out' of the panel by tJckmg a box on
the tracmg form

'Willing' sample members who had not responded after two weeks (n= 1,636) were sent a
remmder letter, and (If they still had not replied) they were sent a further remmder letter and
another questJonnalfe (n= 1,358)

In 1992, respondents who agreed to a possible further mtervlew were asked for a 'stable
address', that IS one through winch they might be contacted m future (typically a family
member livmg nearby, or a neighbour) We attempted to contact sample members who failed
to respond at the stable address that they had given us Where we had a new address, we
followed respondents up to that new address
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In a final effort to raise response, those respondents who had not rephed at all by a certain
date but had been wrlhng to be re-mterwewed, and for whom we had a telephone number,
were then telephoned and where possible mterwewed with an especially adapted version of
the postal questlonnane However, the postal questlomame was designed w]th the posslbdlty
of a telephone follow-up m mmd, so the two versions can be regarded as functionally
equwalent This phase of the survey began on 28th June Some successful tracing was also
tamed out during the telephone phase The panel name and address file was updated with
all new mformatlon from both mtervlewers and respondents

It should be noted that,of tbe xxxx respondents re-contacted m 1993 and completmg a
questlonrmre, xx (X per cent) had moved address These respondents have been assigned
code 1 m variable Mover93 on the dataset Brzdget - could you supply the~e jlgures 7

Response and attrttlon

All of the 3,534 electors who were mterwewed m 1992 were sent a questlormaue, or an
attempt was made to contact and mterwew them over the telephone A total of 2,622
respondents completed a questlonnau-e, an overall gross response rate of 742 per cent
Among those who agreed m 1992 to be re-mtervlewed, respose was almost 80 (79 6) per cent
The response figures are smnmansed m the table below

Sample A
Wdbng to be
re-mterwewed

No %

Names msued 3,057

Interwew obtained

- postal phase 2,06s 676
- telephone phase 365 119

TOTAL 2,433 796

Sample B Total
Unwdhng to be
re-mterwewed

No “/. No “A

477 3,534

121 254 2,189 619
68 143 433 123
189 396 2,622 742

Full detads are shown on Table 1 (Panel Attntlon by Spring 1993)

Response rates m England/Wales and Scotland were almost ldentlcal

EnglandlWalcs Scotland rotal
No % NO % No %

Names Issued 2,579 955 3,534

Interview obtained

- postal phase I >605 622 584 612 2,189 619

- telephone phase 315 122 118 124 433 123

TOTAL 1,920 744 702 735 2,622 742

Out of scope 127 49 41 43 168 48

Unproductwe

In a final effort to raIse response, those respondents who had not replied at all by a certam
date but had been wl1ling to be re-mtervlewed, and for whom we had a telephone number,
were then telephoned and where possible mtervlewed With an espeCially adapted versIOn of
the postal questlOnnaue However, the postal questlOnnaue was deSigned With the possibility
of a telephone follow-up m mmd, so the two versIOns can be regarded as functIOnally
eqUivalent ThiS phase of the survey began on 28th June Some successful tracmg was also
carned out dunng the telephone phase The panel name and address file was updated With
all new mformatlOn from both mtervlewers and respondents

It should be noted that,of the xxxx respondents re-contacted m 1993 and completmg a
questlOnn81re, xx (X per cent) had moved address These respondents have been aSSigned
code 1 in varIable }yfover93 on the dataset Bridge! - could you supply ihese figures?

Response and attritIOn

All of the 3,534 electors who were mtervlewed m 1992 were sent a questlOnnaue, or an
attempt was made to contact and mtervlew them over the telephone A total of 2,622
respondents completed a questIOnnaire, an overall gross response rate of 74 2 per cent
A nlnno thnl;,'!p ulhn ~orppr11n 1 QQ'J fn hp TP_lntpnTlPUlprl TPl;,'!nr\CP u..r~Q ';lohnnC't Q() (70 /;,'\ "PT pnf
~.L...L"'.L o u ..., O.L ~ .LLL ././_ '-'"' v .LV .l.lJ.LV , ...,p...,.,. .., J..lJ."-'''''. VV \1./ vJ p in.

The response figures are summarIsed m the table below

Sample A Sample B Total
WillIng to be Unwllhng to be
re-mtervlewed re-mtervlewed

No % No % No %

Names Issued 3,057 477 3,534

IntervIew obtamed
- postal phase 2,068 676 121 254 2,189 61 9
- telephone phase 365 119 68 143 433 123

TOTAL 2,433 796 189 396 2,622 742

Full details are shown on Table I (Panel AttntlOn by Spnng 1993)

Response rates m England/Wales and Scotland were almost Identical

EnglandlWale. Scotland rotal
No % No % No %

Names Issued 2,579 955 3,534

Intervlew obtamed
_~"..~I _h .... ,,"" I J::n" £00 <OA

" 0
"lIon " n- pV;::'UlI .... lIa... o;; I,UV.J Vk k JO~ V, k ..::., J 0.7 V, 7

- telephone phase 315 122 118 124 433 123

TOTAL 1,920 744 702 735 2,622 742

Out of scope 127 49 41 43 168 48
Unproductive
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- refusal 66 64 72 75 237 67
- non-contact 299 115 I 04 109 403 114

- other reasons 68 26 36 38 104 29

- TOTAL 533 207 212 222 745 21 1

The 734 telephone mterwews took on average just under SIX mmutes to complete
(Respondents were not asked to record how long lt took them to fill m the self-completion
vers]on )

Serial numbers

Respondents have the same (four-dlg]t) serial number m 1993 as m 1992, and tlus M the case
for all rounds of BEPS Data from successwe waves can thus be merged by serial number

Wezghtzng

As noted above, all (and not just a proportion) of respondents included m the 1992 Scothsh
booster sample were contacted agaur m 1993 (and m all subsequent rounds of BEP~ Users
of the BEPS datasets must therefore use the welghtmg variable WtFactor to down-weight the
Scothsh over-sample and so recreate a Brztzsh sample Note that this we]ghtmg factor was
designed to weight the number of respondents m each Standard Region m the 1992 survey
to the proportions of regmtered electors m each Region m 1992 No additional welghtmg
scheme has so far been dewed to address the problem of differential attntlon m the panel
over the years

Varzable names

Variable names consist of two components a descnptwe mnemomc followed by a number
mdlcatmg the wave of the panel study (1 m 1992, 2 m 1993, and so on) Only questions wth
Identical or finctlonally eqmvalent wording m successwe waves of the study are gwen
comparable variable names

3. June 1994 BEPS study

Introduction

Funding for the Centre for Research mto ElectIons and Social Trends (CREST) was not m
place untd the official start of the new Centre’s programme m October 1994 However, the

opportumty to re-mtervlew panel members mrmedlately after the European Parha.ment
elections on 9th June that year was mreslstlble So a ‘brldgmg grant’ was requested from the
ESRC to cover the gap (at least m part) between the demise of JUSST at the end of March,
1994 and the beglmmg of October This apphcatlon was successful, and ]t was possible to
re-contact m person respondents who had last been mterwewed face-to-face two years earher
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- refusal 66 64
- non-contact 299 11 5
- other reasons 68 26

- TOTAL 533 207
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237 67
403 11 4

104 29

745 21 1

The 734 telephone Illtervlews took on average Just under SIX mlllutes to complete
(Respondents were not asked to record how long It took them to fill III the self-completIOn
versIOn)

Serzal numbers

Respondents have the same (four-digit) senal number III 1993 as 1111992, and thiS IS the case
for all rounds of BEPS Data from successive waves can thus be merged by senal number

Welghtzng

As noted above, all (and not Just a proportIOn) ofrespondents mcluded m the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted agam m 1993 (and m all subsequent rounds of BEPS) Users
of the BEPS datasets must therefore use the welghtmg vanable WtFactor to down-weight the
Scottish over-sample and so recreate a Brztlsh sample Note that this welghtmg factor was
deSigned to weight the number of respondents m each Standard RegIOn m the 1992 survey
to the proportIOns of registered electors m each RegIOn m 1992 No additional welghtmg
scheme has so far been deVised to address the problem of differential attntlOn m the panel
over the years

Varzable names

Variable names consist of two components a descnptlve mnemomc followed by a number
mdlcatmg the wave of the panel study (I m 1992, 2 m 1993, and so on) Only questIOns WIth
Identical or functIOnally eqUivalent wordmg m successive waves of the study are given
comparable varIable names

3. June 1994 REPS study

IntroductIOn

Fundmg for the Centre for Research mto ElectIOns and Social Trends (CREST) was not m
place until the official start of the new Centre's programme m October 1994 However, the
opportumty to re-mtervlew panel members Immediately after the European Parliament
electIOns on 9th June that year was Irresistible So a 'bndgmg grant' was requested from the
ESRC to cover the gap (at least m part) between the demise of JUSST at the end of March,
1994 and the begmnmg of October ThiS apphcatlOn was successful, and It was possible to
re-contact m person respondents who had last been mtervlewed face-to-face two years earlier
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The sumple

Out of a basehne sample of 3,534 electors mtervlewed m 1992, the names of 3,145 were
Issued to mterwewers m June 1994 Withdrawn from the sample were three categories of
respondent who It was either Impossible, or judged mapproprlate, to vlslt agaur

. Those we had been unable to trace m 1993 [n= 144]

. Those found to mehglble (emigrated or d]ed) [n= 24]

o Those who had m 1993 refused (on the telephone) to be mterwewed [=xx], or who
had contacted the office after recewmg a postal questlomaue and asked not to be
re-approached [n= 221]

So the total ehmmated from the sample by the 1994 wave of mtervlewmg was 389

As m 1993, the sample was dlwded mto ‘Types’, so that mtervlewers could vary theu
doorstep mtroductlons as appropriate These were

Sample Type

A In 1992 agreed to be re-mterwewed, and took part m BEPS 1993, either by
post or by telephone (n= 2,562)

B In 1992 agreed to be re-mterwewed but dld not reply m 1993 (even after
attempts to contact them wu any ‘stable address’ gwen (n= 270)

c In 1992 was unwdhng to be re-mterwewed m future rounds, but took part m
BEPS m 1993, and dld P@ ask to have theu name removed from the panel hst
(n= 197)

D In 1992 was unwdlmg to be re-mterwewed m future rounds, was wmtten to
1993, but we heard nothing from them (n= 116)

In addltlon, everyone m the sample was sent a letter a few days before fieldwork was
scheduled to begin The wording of the letter differed shghtly according to sample type
Most Importantly, electors m Sample Type D were mvded to ‘opt m’ to the survey by
notlfymg the office that they were wdhng to take part again Unsurpnsmgly, only very few
of these respondents (3 out of 116) were successfully mterwewed

The ‘advance letter’, as expected, generated some calls to the office, and relevant mformatlon
such as new addresses, deaths and so on was passed to mterwewers Some former
respondents wrote to or telephonedtbe office, asking fortheu names to be withdrawn from
the sample Them names were removed from thepanelhst
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The sample

Out of a baselIne sample of 3,534 electors mtervlewed m 1992, the names of 3,145 were
issued to interviewers in June 1994 WIthdrawn from the sample were three categorIes of
respondent who It was either Impossible, or Judged mappropnate, to VISit agam

• Those we had been unable to trace m 1993 [n= 144]

• Those found to melIglble (emigrated or died) [n= 24]

• Those who had m 1993 refused (on the telephone) to be mtervlewed [=xx], or who
had contacted the office after recelvmg a postal questlOnna.1re and asked not to be
re-approached [n= 221]

So the total elimmated from the sample by the 1994 wave of mtervlewmg was 389

As m 1993, the sample was divided mto 'Types', so that mtervlewers could vary thelf
doorstep mtroductlOns as appropnate These were

Sample Type

A In 1992 agreed to be re-mtervlewed, and took part m BEPS 1993, eIther by
post or by telephone (n= 2,562)

B In 1992 agreed to be re-mtervlewed but did not reply m 1993 (even after
attempts to contact them V/G any 'stable address' given (n= 270)

C In 1992 was unwIllIng to be re-Illtervlewed m future rounds, but took part m
BEPS m 1993, and did not ask to have their name removed from the panel lIst
(n= 197)

D In 1992 was unwillIng to be re-mtervlewed m future rounds, was wntten to
1993, but we heard nothmg from them (n= 116)

In addition, everyone m the sample was sent a letter a few days before fieldwork was
scheduled to begm The wordmg of the letter differed slIghtly accordmg to sample type
Most Importantly, electors m Sample Type D were mVlted to 'opt Ill' to the survey by
nolifymg the office that they were Willing to take part agam Unsurpnsmgly, only very few
of these respondents (3 out of 116) were successfully mtervlewed

The' advance letter', as expected, generated some calls to the office, and relevant mformatlOn
such as new addresses, deaths and so on was passed to mtervlewers Some former
respondents wrote to or telephoned the office, askmg for their names to be Withdrawn from
the sample Their names were removed from the panel list
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Fzeldwork

A small-scale pdot was earned out between 5th and llth May 1994 Four mterwewers
between them tamed out 37 mtervlews, selected by ‘quota’ sahphng methods, with controls
bygender, ageandsoclal class Afterwards thelntervlewers attended adebrlefing, todlscuss
thepdot results with members of thereseach team

On the mam survey, panel members’ names and addresses were Issued on documents called
Address Record Forms (ARFs) Where a stable address had been prowded, this was also
included If the mterwewer faded to get a reply or the respondent’s address, or If a new
household had move m and no forwarding address was avadable, the mterwewer was allowed
tovmtthe stable address manattempt totrace the respondent

As m 1992, mtervlewers undertaking assignments on the mam fieldwork phase were
personally briefed by SCPR members of the BGES research team Fieldwork began on
Monday June 13th, the dayafter theresults of the European Prullament elections had been
announced] 3 Atotatof 172 mterwewers undertook asslgmnents

Interwewers were instructed to call at panel members’ addresses at least four times, with calls
spread out over different times of day, m theu attempts to find respondents at home In
practice, manymore calls thanthe mmlmumnumber were made only after repeated personal
vmts was contact by telephone allowed

As m 1992, there was a ‘re-issue’ phase, at which the names of eluswe and uutlally reluctant
respondents, and those who had moved out of theorlgmal mtervlewer’s area, were assigned
to other mterwewers A total of 477 addresses were re-issued and mterwews were
successfully camedout at 124 (26 percent) of them There-issue phase raised response by
tiveper cent 0ftie2,277 face-to-face lntewlews achieved, xxxx(mper cent) were cmled
out by the end of June 1994 and xxxx (xx per cent) by the end of July A further XX
mterwews were achieved m August, almost all on the re-issue phase Brzdget - corddyou
supply these jgures?)

Response and athvtlon

At some addresses, even after repeated attempts, the mter-wewer faded to contact a panel
member mperson Ifthemtervlewer knew, orhadgood reason to suppose, that thepremlses
were occupied that case was passed to SCPR’S Telephone Umt and an attempt was made to
achieve apartlal mtervlewwlth that person Out of 52 electors whose names were passed to
the Umt, ten were mterwewed’” Response figures areas follows

“ Mosl,nlcrvtcwcrshadb..nbr,cfed d.r,ngtie pr.ced,ngweek l+owcver,wewcmmx,o.s abo.kheso-.all.d bandw?scm’cffecton

responses10Umq.cstmnson votingbehwm.r, andso mwkd hat all r.spondcntsshouldbe mtew,.wed.ller theres.1~hadb...
mno.m.d

I, s,”ce .e,ther tbe.~ca[c, hookl~t. .o, tb, ,.lf..ompltt,o. q..st,...a,r. could b.adm!ntslered .vcrtl,c tcl.Pllo.c. ~.s., nbrv1ewshad

to be.lemfmd as partml’
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Fzeldwork

A small-scale pilot was carned out between 5th and 11 th May 1994 Four mtervlewers
between them carned out 37 mtervlews, selected by 'quota' samphng methods, With controls
by gender, age and social class Afterwards the mtervlewers attended a debnefing, to diSCUSS
the pilot results with members of the research team

On the mam survey, panel members' names and addresses were Issued on documents called
Address Record Forms (ARFs) Where a stable address had been provided, thiS was also
mcluded If the mtervlewer failed to get a reply or the respondent's address, or If a new
household had move m and no forwardmg address was available, the mtervlewer was allowed
to VlSlt the stable address m an attempt to trace the respondent

As m 1992, mtervlewers undertakmg assignments on the mam fieldwork phase were
personally bnefed by SCPR members of the BGES research team Fieldwork began on
Monday June 13th, the day after the results of the European Parhament electIOns had been
announced13 A total of 172 mtervlewer~ undertook assignments

InterViewers were mstructed to call at panel members' addresses at least four times, With calls
spread out over different times of day, m their attempts to find respondents at home In
practice, many more calls than the mlUlmum number were made Only after repeated personal
VISitS was contact by telephone allowed

As m 1992, there was a 're-Issue' phase, at which the names of elUSive and IUltlally reluctant
respondents, and those who had moved out of the ongmal mtervlewer's area, were assigned
to other mtervlewers A total of 477 addresses were re-Issued and mtervlews were
successfully carned out at 124 (26 per cent) of them The re-Issue phase raised response by
five per cent Of the 2,277 face-to-face mtervlews achieved, xxxx (xx per cent) were carned
out by the end of June 1994 and xxxx (xx per cent) by the end of July A further XX
mtervlews were achieved m August, almost all on the re-Issue phase Brzdget - could you
supply these figures?)

Response and attrztzon

At some addresses, even after repeated attempts, the mtervlewer failed to contact a panel
member m person If the mtervlewer knew, or had good reason to suppose, that the premises
were occupied that case was passed to SCPR's Telephone DUlt and an attempt was made to
achieve a partial mtervlew With that person Out of 52 electors whose names were passed to
the DUlt, ten were mtervlewed 14 Response figures are as follows

13 Most interviewers had been briefed durmg the precedmg week However, we were anxIous about the so-called bandwagon' effect on
responses lo the questions on votmg behaVIOur, and so insisted lhat all respondents should be interviewed after the results had been
announced

I'" Smce neither the 'scales booklet' nOf the self-completion questionnaire could be administered over the telephone, these interviews had
to be cla<islfied as 'partlal'
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No

Issued 52
Out-of-scope to mterwewer

- wrong telephone number 4
- dead 1

Total out-o f-scoue >
Total mscoue g

Interwewed (partlal)
Not mterwewed

- Personal refusal
- never avadable
- awaylm hospaal
- mcapac]tated
- proxy refusal
- broke appointment
- Ill
- other

~
~
13
6
3
3
2
2
2
6

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown m the next table

A

No “%

Names Issued 2,562

lnterwew obtained
- face-to-face 2,0 I7 786
- telephone 10 05
- TOTAL 2,027 791

Sample Type
B CID

No “/. No

270 313

137 507 113

137 507 113

Total

?’6 No %

3,145

361 2,267 72 I
10 03

36 I 2.277 722

Full detadsare shown on Table 2(Panel Attrltlonby Spring 1994)

Theresponse rate lnEngland/Wales wasallttle hlgherthm that achieved m Scotland

Names Issued

Intetwew obtained

- face-to-face

- telephone

- TOTAL

Out of scope
Unproductive

- refusal

England~ales
No %

2,322

1,684 725

7 03

[,691 728

129 55

415 179

Scotland Total
No

823

583

3

586

50

I44

18

0/0 No %

3,145

708 2,267 72 I

04 10 03

712 2,277 724

61 179 57

17S 559 178

Is~ued

Out-of~scope to interviewer
- wrong telephone number
- dead

Total out-of-scope
Total In scope

Interviewed (partial)
Not interviewed

- Personal refusal
~ never available
- away/m hospital
- incapacitated
- proxy refusal
- broke appointment
- III
- otber

No

52

4

1

2­
47

!Q
37
13
6
3
3
2
2
2
6

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown ID the next table

Sample Type
A B CID T%l

No % No % No % No %

Names Issued 2,562 270 313 3,145

Interview obtamed
- face-to-face 2,017 786 137 507 113 36 I 2,267 721
- telephone 10 05 10 03
- TOTAL 2,027 791 137 507 113 36 I 2,277 722

Full detatls are shown on Table 2 (Panel AttntlOn by SprIDg 1994)

The response rate ID England/Wales was a little higher than that achieved ID Scotland

EnglandlWales Scotland Total
No % No % No %

Names Issued 2,322 823 3,145

Interview obtamed

- face-ta-face 1,684 725 583 708 2,267 721

- telephone 7 03 3 04 10 03

- TOTAL 1,691 728 586 712 2,277 724

Out of scope 129 55 50 6 I 179 57
Unproductive
- refusal 415 179 144 175 559 178
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- non-contact 193 83 83 101

- other reasons 23 10 10 12

- TOTAL 631 272 212 258

276 88

33 10

843 268

Full detads are shown on Table 2 (Panel Attrltlon by Spring 1994)

Average face-to-face mtervlew length was45 mmutes

Serral numbers

Respondents have thesme(four-dlglt) serlalnumber lnl994asln 1993 andm 1992, even
though they mlghthave moved smcethew first lnterwew Sodatafrom successwewavescrm
be merged by semd number

Wezghtmg

Asalready noted, all(mdnot just aproportlon) ofrespondents lncludedln the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted again m 1993 and 1994 (and m all subsequent rounds of
BEPS) Users of the BEPSdatasets must therefore usetbewelghtmg variable WtF’actorto
down-weight the Scothsh over-sample and so recreate a lhtlsh sample Note that thm
welghtmg factor wasdeslgnedto weight the number ofrespondents meach Standard Region
m the 1992 survey to the proportions of registered electors m each Region m 1992 No
additional welghtmg scheme has so far been devised to address the problem of differential
attntlon m the panel over the yeai’s

Variable names

Vmable names consist of two components a descnptwe mnemomc followed by a number
mdlcatmg the wave of the panel study (1 m 1992, 2 m 1993, 3 m 1994 and so on) Only
questions with Identical or functionally eqmvalent wording m successive waves of the study
are given comparable vamable names (1s km rzght?)

6. May 1995 BEPS study

Introduction

As on the first BEPS study m 1993, fieldwork was scheduled to begin unmedlately after the
May local councd electlons m England and Wales, m 1995 held on May 4th’s Not all
respondents had the opportumty to vote, of course, but for those with local electlons m then

‘5 Unf.rt.mldy fmm BEPS pointof wew. m 1995 the !oml electronsm Scotlandwerehdd a mmth earhcr,on April 6th
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- non-contact

- other reasons

- TOTAL

193 83

23 10

631 272

83

10

212

ID I

12

258

276 88

33 I 0

843 268

Full detaJ1s are shown on Table 2 (Panel AttntlOn by Spnng 1994)

Average face-to-face IntervIew length was 45 mInutes

Serial numbers

Respondents have the same (four-digit) senal number In 1994 as m 1993 and m 1992, even
though they might have moved smce their first mtervlew So data from successive waves can
be merged by senal number

WeIghting

As already noted, all (and not Just a proportIOn) of respondents Included In the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted agaIn m 1993 and 1994 (and In all subsequent rounds of
REPS) Users of the BEPS datasets must therefore use the welghtmg variable WtFactor to
down-weight the Scottish over-sample and so recreate a Brztlsh sample Note that thiS
welghtmg factor was desIgned to welght the number of respondents In each Standard RegIOn
In the 1992 survey to the proportIOns of registered electors In each RegIOn In 1992 No
additIOnal weightIng scheme has so far been devised to address the problem of differential
attntlOn m the panel over the years

Varzable names

Variable names consist of two components a descnptlve mnemomc followed by a number
mdlcatmg the wave of the panel study (l m 1992, 2 In 1993, 3 m 1994 and so on) Only
questIOns with Identical or functIOnally eqUIvalent wordmg In successive waves of the study
are given comparable variable names (I; thIS rzght?)

6. May 1995 REPS study

IntroductIOn

As on the first BEPS study m 1993, fieldwork was scheduled to begm Immediately after the
May local councJ1 electIOns In England and Wales, m 1995 held on May 4th'5 Not all
respondents had the opportunity to vote, of course, but for those with local electIOns m then

15 UnfortullaLely from BEPS POint of View, In 1995 the local electIons In Scotland were held a month earlier, on Apnl6th
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area the tlmmg of the survey mammlsed the chance of respondents remembering whether or
not they had voted, and (If they had) the party for which they had cast theu ballot

The sample

Out of a basehne sample of 3,534 electors mtervlewed m 1992, a total of 2,905 (82 2 per
cent) were judged worthwhde to contact again, with some prospect of achlevmg successful
mtervlews The 629 electors whose names were not Issued to mtervlewers m May 1995 fell
mto these four categories

. Those found to be no longer ehglble (emigrated or died) [n= 62]

. Those we had been unable to trace m 1993 or 1994 [n= 285]

. Those who had m 1993 refused (on the telephone) to be mtervlewed , or who had
contacted the office after recewmg a postal questlonnawe and asked not to be re-
approached [n= 238]

. Those who were contacted m 1994 but, for various reasons such as chrome
mcapaclty, were not thought srutable for continued paoel membership [n = 44]

As m earher years, the sample was dmded mto ‘Types’ (this time four) But m contrast to
the 1994 round of fieldwork, some panel members were ass]gned Untlally to the Telephone
Umt rather than being Issued straightaway for face-to-face mterwew The four Sample Types
were as follows

Issued for face-to-face mterwew

Sample Type 1 Interwewed m 1994, and stated their wllhngness (m prmclple,
at least) to take part again [n = 2,1 11]

Sample Type 2 Not contacted m 1994, or temporally unavadable for
mterwew [n = 114]

Issued for uutlal telephone contact

Sample Type 3 Interwewed m 1994 but, when asked, said that they would rather
we dld not contact them again, or dld not answer this question
[n= 169]

Sample Type 4 Agreed to re-mterwew, following the 1992 survey, but refused
m either 1993 or 1994 [n = 511]

Thus a total of 2,228 cases were msued to the mtervlewers carrying out face-to-face
mterwewmg assignments, and 677 cases were Issued m the first instance to the Telephone
Umt
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area the tlmmg of the survey maximised the chance of respondents remembenng whether or
not they had voted, and (If they had) the party for which they had cast theu ballot

The sample

Out of a baseline sample of 3,534 electors mtervlewed m 1992, a total of 2,905 (822 per
cent) were Judged worthwhtle to contact agam, with some prospect of achlevmg successful
mtervlews The 629 electors whose names were not Issued to mtervlewers m May 1995 fell
mto these four categones

• Those found to be no longer ehglble (emigrated or died) [n= 62]

• Those we had been unable to trace m 1993 or 1994 [n= 285]

• Those who had m 1993 refused (on the telephone) to be mtervlewed , or who had
contacted the office after recelvmg a postal questIOnnaire and asked not to be re­
approached [n= 238]

• Those who were contacted m 1994 but, for varIOus reasons such as chromc
mcapaclty, were not thought sUitable for contmued panel membership [n = 44]

As m earlier years, the sample was divided IOta 'Types' (this time four) But m contrast to
the 1994 round of fieldwork, some panel members were assigned ImtJaiiy to the Telephone
Umt rather than bemg Issued straightaway for face-ta-face mtervlew The four Sample Types
were as follows

Issued for face-to-face mtervlew

Sample Type 1

Sample Type 2

Interviewed m 1994, and stated theu wlllmgness (m pnnclple,
at Ieast) to take part agaln [n = 2, 111]

Not contacted m 1994, or temporarJly unav31lable for
mtervlew [n = 114]

Issued for mltlal telephone contact

Sample Type 3

Sample Type 4

Interviewed m 1994 but, when asked, saJd that they would rather
we dId not contact them agam, or did not answer thiS questIOn
[n = 169]

Agreed to re-mtervlew, followmg the 1992 survey, but refused
m either 1993 or 1994 [n = 511]

Thus a total of 2,228 cases were Issued to the mtervlewers carrymg out face-ta-face
mtervlewmg assignments, and 677 cases were Issued m the first mstance to the Telephone
UTIlt
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Face-to-face mter-wew phase

Advance letter
Everyone m the face-to-face mter-wew sample (Sample Types 1 and 2) was sent a letter a few
days before fieldwork was scheduled to begin The ‘advance letter’, as ur earher rounds,
generated some calls to the office, and relevant mformatlon such as new addresses, deaths and
so on was passed to mterwewers Some former respondents wrote to or telephoned the office,
asking for theu names to be withdrawn from the sample Theu names were removed from
the panel hst

~

A small-scale pdot was tamed out m Aprd 1995 to test the small number of new questions
being introduced to the survey series (on the Images of the leaders of the mam pohtlcal parties
and some extra items m the classification section) The two pdot mtervlewers between them
earned out 30 mter-wews, respondents being selected by ‘quota’ samphng methods Fieldwork
took place between 29th March and 3rd April On 4th Aprd the mterwewers attended a
debriefing and discussed the pdot results with members of the research team

Mam fieldwork
On the mam survey, panel members’ names and addresses were as before Issued on
documents called Address Record Forms (ARFs) Irutmlcontacth adtobeb ypersonalwslt,
except m remote areas of northern and western Scotland where first contact by ‘phone was
encouraged to reduce the rmk of wasted journeys Where a stable address had been provided,
this was also included If the mterwewer faded to get a reply or therespondent’s address,
or If anew household had moved mrmd no forwarding address wasavarlable, the mtervlewer
was allowed to wslt the stable address m an attempt to trace the respondent

As m prewous years, mterwewers undertaking asslgmnents on the mam fieldwork phase were
personally briefed by SCPRmembers of the BEPSresearchteam Fieldwork began on Friday
May 5th, the day after the local electlons m England and Wrdes’6 A total of 149
mtervlewers undertook assignments

Inter-wewers were instructed to call at panel members’ addresses at least four times, and
spread out over different times of day, m them attempts to find them at home in practice,
many more calls than the mnnmum number were made Only after repeated personal wslts
was contact by telephone allowed

Again there was a ‘re-issue’ phase, at which the names of eluswe and nutlally reluctant
respondents, and those who had moved out of the orlgmal mterwewer’s area, were assigned
to other mterwewers In all 284 addresses were re-issued, and at 86 (30 per cent) of these
successful mterv~ews were carmed out Re-]ssmng raised the net response rate by four per
cent The great maJorlty of mterwews were earned out by the end of May 1995 (Bridget
ould you run the data by month of mterwew so we can be more precmeT) Of the 1,843
(chec,kfl face-to-face mterv]ews achieved, xxxx (xx per cent) were carmed out by the end of

‘6Mmt ,nt.rvlew.rshadbccnbrleftdd.r,n~lhe w..koflh. clect,ons How.vcr.wewemanx,ousabo.lth. so-called̀bandwag.n'.fTect
m mspmscsL.ll,. q.est,o.sonvot$ngheh?.vnwr,.ndm ,n~,st.dlhat.il mspondcnesl,ouldbemlcrwcwednftermosloftb. result-$

hnd be.ndecl?.red
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Face-to-face mtervlew phase

Advance letter
Everyone In the face-to-face mtervlew sample (Sample Types I and 2) was sent a letter a few
days before fieldwork was scheduled to begm The 'advance letter', as In ear1ler rounds,
generated some calls to the office, and relevant mformatlOn such as new addresses, deaths and
so on was passed to Interviewers Some former respondents wrote to or telephoned the office,
asking for t.~elf n3..L~es to be wlt.1.dra~'I1 from the sro'11ple Their na..-nes were removed from
the panel 1Ist

j1,. small-scale pIlot \-vas carned out In i~:>.pnl 1995 to test the small nUL"tJ1ber of new questions
bemg mtroduced to the survey senes (on the Images of the leaders of the mam political parties
and some extra Items m the claSSificatIOn sectIOn) The two pilot Interviewers between them
carned out 30 mtervlews, respondents bemg selected by 'quota' samp1lng methods Fieldwork
took place between 29th March and 3rd Apnl On 4th Apnl the mtervlewers attended a
debnefing and discussed the pilot results with members of the research team

MaIn fieldwork
On the mam survey, panel members' names and addresses were as before Issued on
documents called Address Record Forms (ARPs) Irutial contact had to be by personal VISit,
except m remote areas of northern and western Scotland where first contact by 'phone was
encouraged to reduce the nsk of wasted Journeys Where a stable address had been prOVided,
thiS was also mcluded If the mtervlewer failed to get a reply or the respondent's address,
or If a new household had rnoved m and no forwardmg address was aVa.Jlable, the mtervlewer
was allowed to VISit the stable address m an attempt to trace the respondent

As m prevIOus years, mtervlewers undertakmg assignments on the mam fieldwork phase were
personally bnefed by SCPR members of the BEPS research team Fieldwork began on Fnday
May 5th, the day after the local electIOns III England and Wales '6 A total of 149
mtervlewers undertook assignments

Interviewers were Instructed to call at panel members' addresses at least four times, and
spread out over different tImes of day, III their attempts to find them at home In practice,
many more calls than the mlmmum number were made Only after repeated personal VISitS
was contact by telephone allowed

Agalll there was a 're-Issue' phase, at whIch the names of elUSive and Illltially reluctant
respondents, and those who had moved out of the ongmal interviewer's area, were assigned
to other interviewers In all 284 addresses were re-Issued, and at 86 (30 per cent) of these
successful mtervlews were carned out Re-Issumg raised the net response rate by four per
cent The great maJonty of mtervlews were carned out by the end of May 1995 (Bndget
ould you run the data by month of mtervlew so we can be more precise?) Of the 1,843
(check!) face-to-face mtervIews achieved, xxxx (xx per cent) were carned out by the end of

16 Most InterViewers had been briefed dUring the week of the electIOnS However. we were anxIous about the so-called 'bandwagon' effect
Oil responses lO the questIons on voting behaVIOur, and so mSlsted that all. respondents should be mtervlcwed after most of the results
had been declared
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May 1995 andxxxx (xxpercent) bytheend of June Afurther xxmterwewsw ereachleved
m after this, during the re-msue phase

Average mtervlew length was 45 mmutes (check~)

Telephone mterwewphase

The mam task of the Telephone Umt was to persuade as many electors as possible m Sample
Types 3 and 4 to agree to a face-to-face mterwew But If the telephone mterwewer
estabhshe dthatth esamplemernber would not agree to aface-to-face mterwew, anmterwew
could- lftherespondent waswdhng-becamed out on the ‘phone The preference was, of
course, foraface-to-face mterwew atelephone mtervlew could beonlypartlally completed,
since the ‘scales questions’ and the self-completlon questlonname could not beadmuustered
over the ‘phone

Theprocedures adopted by the Telephone Unit were these

. For members of Sample Types 3 and 4 If the sample member agreed to an mtervlew,
the field mtervlewer was sent detads on a green Address Record Form (ARF),
together with an introductory letter D to show on the doorstep, along with any
mformatlon given by the respondent about hm or her avadabdlty

. For members of Sample Type 3 lf the sample member dld not have a correct
telephone number, no fwther attempt was made to mterwewhlm or her

. For members of Sample Type 4 attempts were made to trace any incorrect ‘phone
numbers, but lf that faded, the field mtervlewer was sent details of that person on a
readdress Record Form, and the panel member was sent rm advance letter Ctx@r
the post

Any stable address and telephone number mformatlon volunteered by the respondent m earher
rounds was rdso on the ARF and could be used to try to trace panel members, lf other
methods faded

Response and attrttlon

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown m the next table

A

No Y.

Names Issued 2,111

Intetvew
obtained

face-to-face I,773 840
- telephone 45 21

B

No 94

114

47 412
2 18

Sample Type

c

No Y.

169

2 12
32 189

22

D

No

511

22
69

%

43
135

Total

No “%

2,905

1,844 635
148 51

May 1995 and xxxx (xx per cent) by the end of June A further xx mtervlews were achieved
m after thiS, dunng the re-Issue phase

Average mtervlew length was 45 mmutes (check I)

Telephone intervIew phase

The mam task of the Telephone Umt was to persuade as many electors as possible m Sample
Types 3 and 4 to agree to a face-to-face mtervlew But If the telephone mtervlewer
established that the sample member would not agree to a face-to-face mtervlew, an mtervlew
could - If the respondent was wlllmg - be carned out on the 'phone The preference was, of
course, for a face-to-face mtervlew a telephone mtervlew could be only partially completed,
smce the' scales questIOns' and the self-completIOn questlOnnalfe could not be admmlstered
over the 'phone

The procedures adopted by the Telephone Umt were these

• For members of Sample Types 3 and 4 If the sample member agreed to an mtervlew,
the field mtervlewer was sent details on a green Address Record Form (ARP),
together With an mtroductory letter D to show on the doorstep, along With any
mformatlOn given by the respondent about his or her availability

• For members of Sample Type 3 If the sample member did not have a correct
telephone number, no further attempt was made to mtervlew him or her

• For members of Sample Type 4 attempts were made to trace any mcorrect 'phone
numbers, but If that failed, the field mtervlewer was sent details of that person on a
red Address Record Form, and the panel member was sent an advance letter C tngJ
the post

Any stable address and telephone number mformatlOn volunteered by the respondent m earlier
rounds was also on the ARP and could be used to try to trace panel members, If other
methods failed

Response and attritIOn

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown m the next table

Sample Type
A B C D Totol

No % No % No % No % No %

Names Issued 2,111 114 169 511 2,905

Interview
obtamed
- face-to-face 1,773 840 47 412 2 1 2 22 43 1,844 635
- telephone 45 21 2 I 8 32 189 69 135 148 5 1
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- TOTAL 1,818 861 49 430 34 20 I 91 178 1,992 686

Full detadsare shown on Table 2(Panel Attr]t]onby Spring 1994

As m 1994, the response rate m England/Wales was a httle higher than that achieved m

Scotland

EnglandAYales Scotland
No “/. No “/0

Names Issued 2,143 762

Interwew obtained

- face-to-face 1,371 640 473 62 I

- telephone 104 49 44 58

TOTAL 1,475 688 517 678

out of scope 129 55 50 61
Unproductwe
- refusal 415 179 I 44 175
- non-contact 193 83 83 10 I

- other reasons 23 10 10 12

- TOTAL 63 I 272 212 258

Full details areshownon Table3 (Panel Attmtlonby Spring 1995)

Serzal numbers

Total
No

2,905

1,844

148

1992

I 79

559
276

33

843

“/0

635

51

686

57

178
88

10

268

Respondents have thesame (four-dlglt) senalnumberm 1994 asm 1993 andm 1992, even
though they mlghthave moved smcetheu first mterwew Sodatafrom successwe waves can
bemergedbyserlal number

Wezghtmg

As aheady noted, all (and not just a proportion) of respondents included m the 1992 Scothsh
booster sample were contacted again m 1993 and 1994 (and m all subsequent rounds of
BEPS) Users of the BEPSdatasets must therefore usethewelghtlng vmlable WtFactorto
down-weight the Scottish over-sample and so recreate a Brvtzsh sample Note that ttus
welghtmg factor wasdeslgnedto welghtthe number of respondents meach Standard Region
m the 1992 survey to the proporhons of registered electors m each Region m 1992 No
additional welghtmg scheme has so fm been dewsed to address the problem of dlfferentml
attntlon m the panel over the years

Variable name~

Variable names consist of two components a descnptwe rnnemomc followed by a number
mdmatmg the wave of the panel study (1 m 1992, 2 m 1993, 3 m 1994 and so on - checkl)
Only questions with ldentlcal or frmctlonally eqmvalent wording m successwe waves of the
study are given comparable variable names

23

- TOTAL 1,818 86 1 49 430 34 20 I 91 178 1,992 686

Full details are shown on Table 2 (Panel AttritIOn by Spnng 1994

As m 1994, the response rate In England/Wales was a lIttle higher than that achieved In
Scotland

EnglandlWales Scotland Total
No % No % No %

Names Issued 2,143 762 2,905

IntervIew obtained

- face-ta-face 1,371 640 473 621 1,844 635

- telephone 104 49 44 58 148 5 1

- TOTAL 1,475 688 517 678 1992 686

Out of scope 129 55 50 6 I 179 57
Unproductive
- refusal 415 179 144 175 559 178
- non-contact 193 83 83 101 276 88

- other reasons 23 1 0 10 12 33 1 0

- TOTAL 631 272 212 258 843 268

Full details are shown on Table 3 (Panel AttntlOn by Spnng 1995)

Senal numbers

Respondents have the same (four-digit) senal number In 1994 as In 1993 and In 1992, even
though they might have moved SInce then first Interview So data from successive waves can
be merged by senal number

Welghtmg

As already noted, all (and not Just a proportIOn) of respondents Included In the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted agaIn In 1993 and 1994 (and In all subsequent rounds of
BEPS) Users of the BEPS datasets must therefore use the weightIng variable WtFactor to
down-weight the Scottish over-sample and so recreate a Bntlsh sample Note that thiS
welghtmg factor was deSigned to weight the number of respondents In each Standard RegIOn
In the 1992 survey to the proportIOns of registered electors In each RegIOn In 1992 No
additional weightIng scheme has so far been deVised to address the problem of differential
attntlOn In the panel over the years

Vanable name:,

Variable names consist of two components a descnptIve mnemOnIC followed by a number
IndicatIng the wave of the panel study (l In 1992,2 In 1993, 3 In 1994 and so on - check!)
Only questIOns With Identical or functIOnally eqUivalent wordIng In successive waves of the
study are given comparable variable names
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4 October 1995 BEPS study

Introduction

After summer 1995, &!WS surveys were scheduled to take place not annually as before, but
every SIXmonths, leading up to the next general electlon In earher rounds the tlmmg of the
local councd and European electlons had dictated the timetable, since the CREST team were
anx]ous to explore not only athtudes, but also voting behavlour There was no comparable
constraint upon the tlmmg of the autumn rounds There N some ewdence, however, that the
sahence of party confrontation can encourage response to surveys on party pohtlcs, [Is thm
so 7] SO It was decided to put the autumn 1995 wave mto the field Immediately after the

close of the then-current party conference season

For reasons of economy, and to preserve the panel, d was demded to field only a very short
questlonnaue to be answered over the telephone or, If that method faded, to send panel
members a functionally eqmvalent questionnaire through the post The relatively small
number of respondents who were not on the telephone were, at the outset of fieldwork, sent
a questlonnane through the post

The sample

By the time that the October 1995 fieldwork round approached, the 1992 basehne sample of
3,534 electors had dlmnnshed to 2,378 whose names could, m the research team’s judgement,
be kept m the sample with some prospect of a successful outcome In the event, the names
of 2,147 sample members were Issued for nutlal contact by telephone and 230 for mltml
contact by post Those who we faded to contact on the telephone, or who said that they
would prefer to fill m a questlonnane themselves, were later added to the postal sample

As m earher fieldwork rounds, panel members were dlvlded mto ‘Sample Types’, on the basis
of them status on earher rounds of BEPS This time there were five The first three had
telephone numbers and them names were issued to the Telephone Umt, and the last two were
not on the telephone (or dld not divulge their number) were sent a self-completion
questlormaue

Sample Type Status

1. On the ‘phone and mterwewed m spring 1995

2 On the ‘phone and not contacted m spring 1995

3 On the ‘phone but refused m spring 1995, but dld not mdlcate that they dld
not want to be contacted again

4. No avadable tel no but mterwewed m spring 1995

5 No avarlable tel no and refused or were not contacted m spring 1995
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4 October 1995 BEPS study

IntroductIOn

After summer 1995, REPS surveys were scheduled to take place not annually as before, but
every SIX months, leadmg up to the next general electIOn In earher rounds the tlmmg of the
local council and European electIOns had dictated the timetable, smce the CREST team were
anXIOUS to explore not only attitudes, but also voting behaviour There was no ~umparable

constramt upon the tlmmg of the autumn rounds There IS some eVidence, however, that the
salience of party confrontatIOn can encourage response to surveys on party politics, {Is this
so?] So It was decided to put the autumn 1995 wave mto the field Immediately after the
close of ui.e u1.en-current party conference season

For reasons of economy, and to preserve the panel, It was deCided to field only a very short
questlOnnalfe to be answered over the telephone or, If that method failed, to send panel
members a functIOnally eqUivalent questIOnnaire through the post The relatively small
number of respondents who were not on the telephone were, at the outset of fieldwork, sent
a questlOnnaHe through the post

The sample

By the tIme that the October 1995 fieldv;crk round approached, the 1992 baseline sa..l11ple of
3,534 electors had dlmmlshed to 2,378 whose names could, m the research team's]udgement,
be kept m the sample With some prospect of a successful outcome In the event, the names
of 2,147 sample members were Issued for Imtlal contact by telephone and 230 for Imtlal
contact by post Those who we failed to contact on the telephone, or who Said that they
would prefer to fill In a questlOnnaHe themselves, were later added to the postal sample

As m earlier fieldwork rounds, panel members were diVided mto 'Sample Types', on the basiS
of their status on earher r01.mds of REPS ThiS time there were five The first three had
telephone numbers and theH names were Issued to the Telephone Umt, and the last two were
not on the telephone (or did not divulge theH number) were sent a self-completIOn
questIOnnaire

Sample Type Status

1. On the 'phone and mtervlewed m spnng 1995

2 On the 'phone and not contacted m sprmg 1995

3 On the 'phone but refused m spnng 1995, but did not mdlcate that they did
not want to be contacted agam

4. No aVailable tet no but mterviewed m spnng 1995

5 No aVailable tel no and refused or were not contacted m sprmg 1995
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Again, mterwewers from the Telephone Umt tried to find the nek address of any respondent
who had moved, or (fading that) attempted to make contact wkh someone at the stable
address, If one had been prowded

Fieldwork

All mtervlewers m the Telephone Umt were personally briefed by members of the SCPR
research team m three sessions m the afternoon of Friday 13th October, just after the last
speech at the last of the 1995 party conferences Interwewmg began unmedlately after that,
and the researchers stayed to hsten to some of the early mterwews to check that there were
no problems wrth the questlonnaue

A total of xx mtervlewers undertook assignments, each carrying out a total of x.x mtervlews
Of the 1,767 successfully achieved, xxxx were conducted by Sunday 15th October, and a
further xxx mthm one week of the briefing The remammg xxx were earned out between 20th
October and the’ cut-off day’ for the telephone mtervlewrng phase (November 7th) Brzdget -
please @[l m the gaps If you can

As noted, 230 respondents could not be included m the telephone sample, as they were either
not on the ‘phone, or were ex-drectory or had not disclosed theu number These were
classified as belonging to Phase 1 of the postal sample Early non-contacts from the
telephone sample, and those who asked for a postal questlomame, comprised Phase 2 of the
postal sample In the course of fieldwork, Phase 3 was added, compnsmg those respondents
whom telephone mtervlewers were stall trying to contant between the orlgmal telephone
mterwew ‘cut-of date of 24th October and the rewsed ‘cut-off date of 7th November

Response and aitrztzon

Of the 2,147 panel members whose names were Issued to mterwewers m the Telephone Urut,
1,767 were successfidly mterwewed, a gross response rate of 833 per cent Of the 230 panel
members without a telephone who were sent a self-completion questlonnalre, 111 returned It
completed, a gross response rate of 483 per cent

Response to the postal component of the autumn 1995 round of the survey vrmed, as
expected, qmte considerably, as the following table shows

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown m the next table

Names Issued

Questlonname
completed
- telephone
- postal
- TOTAL

1/4

No “A

1,993

1,648 827
197 98

1,845 923

2

No Y.

118

44 373
17 144
61 517

Sample Type

3

No Y.

I68

75 446
19 113
94 560

25

5

No.

99

21
21

%

212
212

Total

No “%

2,378

1,767 743
254 107

2,021 850

AgaIn, IntervIewers from the Telephone Urnt tned to find the neW address of any respondent
who had moved, or (falhng that) attempted to make contact WIth someone at the stable
address, If one had been provIded

FIeldwork

All IntervIewers In the telephone Urnt were personally bnerecl by members or the SCPR
research team In three seSSIOns In the afternoon of Fnday 13th October, Just after the last
speech at the last of the 1995 party conferences InterVIewIng began ImmedIately after that,
and the researchers stayed to hsten to some of the early IntervIews to check that there were
no problems WIth the questIOnnaIre

A total of xx IntervIewers undertook assignments, each carryIng out a total of xx IntervIews
Of the 1,767 successfully achIeved, xxxx were conducted by Sunday 15th October, and a
further xxx WIthIn one week of the bnefing The remaInIng xxx were carned out between 20th
October and the 'cut-off day' for the telephone mtervleWIng phase (November 7th) Brldget­
please fill In the gaps ifyou can

As noted, 230 respondents could not be Included In the telephone sample, as they were eIther
not on the 'phone, or were ex-dIrectory or had not dIsclosed theIr number These were
claSSIfied as belongIng to Phase 1 of the postal sample Early non-contacts from the
telephone sample, and those who asked for a postal questIOnnaIre, compnsed Phase 2 of the
postal sample In the course of fieldwork, Phase 3 was added, comprising those respondents
whom telephone IntervIewers were stIll tryIng to contant between the ongInal telephone
IntervIew 'cut-of date of 24th October and the reVIsed 'cut-off date of 7th November

Response and attritIOn

Of the 2,147 panel members whose names were Issued to IntervIewers In the Telephone Umt,
1,767 were successfully IntervIewed, a gross response rate of83 3 per cent Of the 230 panel
members WIthout a telephone who were sent a self-completIOn questIOnnaIre, III retllfned It
completed, a gross response rate of 48 3 per cent

Response to the postal component of the autllL'tJln 1995 round of the survey varIed, as
expected, qUIte conSIderably, as the follOWIng table shows

Summary response figures, broken down by Sample Type, are shown III the next table
Sample Type

1/4 2 3 5 Total

No % No % No % No. % No %

Names Issued 1,993 118 168 99 2,378

Questionnaire
completed
- telephone 1,648 827 44 373 75 446 1,767 743
- postai 197 98 17 i44 19 i 13 21 2j 2 254 107
- TOTAL 1,845 923 61 51 7 94 560 21 21 2 2,021 850
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Full detads are shown on Table 4 (Panel Attntlon by Autumn 1995)

As earher rounds, the response rate m England/Wales was a httle higher than that achieved
]n Scotland

EnglandIWales Scotland Total
No % No % No %

Names Issued I ,771 607 2,378

Interwew obtained

- telephone 1,333 753 434 715 1,767 743

- postal I 86 105 68 112 254 107

- TOTAL [,519 858 502 827 2,021 850

Out of scope 26 55 19 61 45 [9
Unproductwe

- refusal 72 41 37 61 109 46
- non-contact 112 63 38 63 150 63

- other reasons 42 24 tl 18 53 22

- TOTAL 226 128 86 142 312 131

Full detads are shown on Table 4 (Attrltlon by October 1995)

Serial numbers

Respondents have the same (four-dlglt) serial number m this round of BEPS as m the earher
rounds, even though they might have moved since theu fhst mterwew So data from
successive waves can be merged by serial number

Wezghtmg

As already noted, all (and not just a proportion o~ respondents included m the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted again m all subsequent rounds of BEPS) Users of the BEPS
datasets must therefore use the welghtmg vrmable WtFactor to down-weight the Scottish over-
simple and so recreate a Brltzsh sample Note that thm welghtmg factor was designed to
we] ght the number of respondents m each Standard Region m the 1992 survey to the
proporhons of registered electors m each Region m 1992 No additional welghtmg scheme
has so far been dewsed to address the problem of dlfferentml attntlon m the panel over the
years

Variable names

Variable names consist of two components a descriptive rnnemomc followed by a number
mdlcatmg the wave of the panel study (1 m 1992, 2 m 1993, 3 m 1994 [what about the two
rounds m 1995?] and so on Only questions with Identical or firnctlonally equwalent wording
m successwe waves of the study have been gwen comparable vrmable names
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Full details are shown on Table 4 (Panel AttntlOn by Autumn 1995)

As earlier rounds, the response rate In England/Wales was a little higher than that achieved
In Scotland

EnglandlWales Scotland Total
No % No % No %

Names Issued 1,771 607 2,378

InterVIew obtamed
- telephone 1,333 753 434 71 5 1,767 743

- postal \86 105 68 \12 254 107

- TOTAL 1,519 858 502 827 2,021 850

Out of scope 26 55 19 61 45 19
Unproductive
- refusal 72 41 37 6 I 109 46
- non-contact 112 63 38 63 150 63
- other reasons 42 24 11 1 8 53 22

- TOTAL 226 128 86 142 312 13 I

Full details are shown on Table 4 (AttntlOn by October 1995)

Senal numbers

Respondents have the same (four-digit) senal number In thiS round of BEPS as In the earlier
rounds, even though they might have moved SInce then first Interview So data from
successive waves can be merged by senal number

Welghtmg

As already noted, all (and not Just a proportIOn of) respondents Included In the 1992 Scottish
booster sample were contacted agaIn In all subsequent rounds of BEPS) Users of the BEPS
datasets must therefore use the weightIng variable WtFactor to down-weight the Scottish over­
sample and so recreate a Bntlsh sample Note that thiS weightIng factor was deSigned to
weight the number of respondents In each Standard RegIOn m the 1992 survey to the
proportIOns of registered electors In each RegIOn In 1992 No additIOnal weightIng scheme
has so far been deVised to address the problem of differential attntlOn In the panel over the
years

Vanable names

Vanable names consist of two components a descnptIve mnemOnIC followed by a number
IndicatIng the wave of the panel study (I In 1992,2 In 1993, 3 In 1994 [what about the two
rounds m 1995?] and so on Only questIOns with Identical or functIOnally eqUivalent wordIng
In successive waves of the study have been given comparable variable names
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ANNEX I

The 1992 Panel Surveys

1. Introduction

Respondents to the 1987 BGES Cross-sectIon survey prowded the sample for the 1992 Panel
surveys The ~m was to mterwew as marry of them as could be traced”, once by telephone
during the electlon campaign (that M, between 19 March and 8 Aprd mcluswe), again by
telephone ur the days unmedlately after the electlon (10 to 14 Aprd mcluswe), and finally
face-to-face m the weeks following the electlon

2 Tracing panel members

Of the 3,826 respondents to the 1987 survey, 363 said they were unwdhng to be re-
interviewed and so were excluded from the 1992 Panel survey Attempts were made to trace
all the remammg 3,463 respondents There were four tracing stages The first stage took
place over May and June 1991, when respondents were sent a letter and form asking whether
or not they would be wdlmg to be re-mterwewed at the time of the forthcoming general
electlon, and checking theu current address and telephone number The form provided space
for those who had moved since 1987 to enter theu new address, or a new contact address

The second stage of the exermse took place over June and July 1991 when those from whom
we had received no reply were sent a ‘remmder’ letter and form Those for whom we had
been gwen a new address or new contact address at stage 1 of the tracing exercise, or where
a contact address had been supphed m 1987, were also sent forms

At the thmd stage those respondents from whom a reply stall had not been recewed were
telephoned over October and November 1991 If a telephone number had not been provided,
we endeavored to trace It Finally, at the fourth stage m February 1992, all respondents
who we had succeeded m contacting over the first three stages were sent a postcard m order
to mamtam contact and to check for any recent changes of address

As a result of thm exercise, the names of 1,631 respondents with known telephone numbers
were Issued for the telephone campaign and post-electlon survey waves, and 2,062 (mcludmg
those without telephones, or whose ‘phone numbers we could not trace, remamed m the
sample for a face-to-face mtervlew after the general electlon

I, “nfonunatc,y ~und,ng WU .Ot ,V,,W. to m.,.t, ~..d w.dy fdkwmg tic 1987 general .Ie.tw so ILW.s ..t wsslblc to keep ‘n

touch w,th pm.1 membersmt,l f.ndmg wasm place m 199 I for khcpmd study !he following y..r
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ANNEX I

The 1992 Panel Surveys

1. IntroductIOn

Respondents to the 1987 BGES Cross-sectIOn survey provided the sample for the 1992 Panel
surveys The aim was to mtervlew as many of them as could be traced '7, once by telephone
dunng the electIOn campaign (that IS, between 19 March and 8 Apnl mcluslve), again by
telephone m the days Immediately after the electIOn (10 to 14 Apnl mcluslve), and finally
face-to-face m the weeks followmg the electIOn

2 Tracmg panel members

Of the 3,826 respondents to the 1987 survey, 363 said they were unwlllmg to be re­
mtervlewed and so were excluded from the 1992 Panel survey Attempts were made to trace
all the remammg 3,463 respondents There were four tracmg stages The first stage took
place over May and June 1991, when respondents were sent a letter and form askmg whether
or not they would be Willing to be re-mtervlewed at the time of the forthcommg general
electIOn, and checkmg their current address and telephone number The form provided space
for those who had moved smce 1987 to enter their new address, or a new contact address

The second stage of the exercise took place over June and July 1991 when those from whom
we had received no reply were sent a 'remmder' letter and form Those for whom we had
been given a new address or new contact address at stage I of the tracmg exerCise, or where
a contact address had been supplied III 1987, were also sent forms

At the third stage those respondents from whom a reply still had not been received were
telephoned over October and November 1991 If a telephone number had not been prOVided,
we endeavoured to trace It Fmally, at the fourth stage m February 1992, all respondents
who we had succeeded m contactmg over the first three stages were sent a postcard m order
to mamtam contact and to check for any recent changes of address

As a result of thiS exerCise, the names of 1,631 respondents With known telephone numbers
were Issued for the telephone campaign and post-electIOn survey waves, and 2,062 (mcludmg
those Without telephones, or whose 'phone numbers we could not trace, remamed m the
sample for a face-to-face mtervlew after the general electIOn

17 Unfortunately fundmg was not available to mount a panel study followmg the 1987 general election, so It was not pOSSible to keep In

touch With panel members until fundmg was In place In 1991 for the panel study the followmg year
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3 The campaign and post-elect]on telephone surveys

The campmgn survey

A small-scale pre-test of the campargn survey of the questlomalre was earned out m
December 1991 Fwe mtervlewers working at SCPRS Telephone Interwew Umt earned out
a total of 32 mterwews among a sample of respondents to the 1991 Brrtrsh Soczal Attztudes
survey As a result, the questlormalre was shortened considerably to meet lts target length of
around SIXmmutes

The electlon was called on Wednesday 11 March The campaign survey began on Thursday
19 March and continued untd Wednesday 8 Aprd, the day before polhng day, gwmg three
full weeks of mter-wewmg (excluding Sundays) Fieldwork was earned out by members of
the Telephone Umt by 12 trained SCPR mtervlewers Each panel member was allocated to
one of the eighteen mterwewmg days, the 1st, 19th, 37th etc person being allocated to Day
1, the 2nd, 20th, 38th etc person to Day 2 and so on In practice, numbers for each day were
made up from subsequent days’ batches to compensate for respondents who were unavadable
or unwdhng to be mtervlewed on them allocated day In addltlon, mterwewers continued
throughout the fieldwork period to try to contact and mtervlew those mdmduals not contacted
on then allocated day

.&n average of 74 mtervlews was carried out each day The gross response rate for the
campaign survey was 81 per cent (n = 1323), and the net response rate was 89 per cent

The post-electron study

The 1,323 respondents who had been successfully mterwewed m the campaign survey were
telephoned again after the electlon and asked to gwe a further (2-3 mmute) mterwew’8 A
total of 1,203 mterwews was achieved, representing 96 per cent of the Issued sample The
alm was to conduct mtervlews immediately after the electlon In the event, most of the

mtervlewmg (80 per cent) was earned out on Friday 10 Aprd, the day following the electlon
Fourteen per cent of respondents were mtervlewed on the second day after the electlon, with
the remanung 6 per cent of mtervlews taking place between 12th and 14th April

‘8 W,(II the exception of 7[ c~es not ,ss.ed for post.el.elm” mterwew due to an admmwawe erro!
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3 The campaign and post-election telephone surveys

The campazgn survey

A small-scale pre-test of the campmgn survey of the questIOnnaire was carned out m
December 1991 Five mtervlewers workmg at SCPR's Telephone Interview Umt carned out
a total of 32 mtervlews among a sample of respondents to the 1991 Brctlsh Social Attitudes
survey As a resuit, the questIonnaIre was shortened consIderably to meet Its target length of
around SIX mmutes

The electIOn was called on Wednesday 11 March The campaign survey began on Thursday
19 Niarch and contlnued untIl Wednesday 8 Apnl, the day before polling day, giVing tJll"ee
full weeks of mtervlewmg (excludmg Sundays) Fieldwork was carned out by members of
the Telephone Umt by 12 tramed SCPR mtervlewers Each panel member was allocated to
one of the eighteen mtervlewmg days, the I st, 19th, 37th etc person bemg allocated to Day
I, the 2nd, 20th, 38th etc person to Day 2 and so on In practrce, nwnbers for each day were
made up from subsequent days' batches to compensate for respondents who were unavailable
or unwlIlmg to be mtervlewed on their allocated day In additIon, mtervlewers contmued
throughout the fieldwork penod to try to contact and mtervlew those mdlvlduals not contacted
on t.'elf allocated day

An average of 74 mtervlews was carned out each day The gross response rate for the
campaign survey was 81 per cent (n = 1323), and the net response rate was 89 per cent

The post-electIOn study

The 1,323 respondents who had been successfully mtervlewed m the campaign survey were
telephoned agmn after the electIOn and asked to give a further (2-3 mmute) mtervlew18 A
total of 1,203 mtervlews was achieved, representmg 96 per cent of the Issued sample The
mm was to conduct mtervlews Immediately after the electIOn In the event, most of the
mtPTV1P:U!lno (Rn np.r f".pntl w~c;: C',::IIT1P.c1 out on Fnn::lv 10 AnTII the etav folloWlnQ" the eJectIon
"'~""""."""'.'.L""/:l'~""l'""-& __.L&"'; .'-~-~-"----"~-------.J ----r---j---- --.I ----------1;='---- -------

Fourteen per cent of respondents were mtervlewed on the second day after the electIOn, WIth
the remammg 6 per cent of mtervlews takmg place between 12th and 14th Apnl

18 WIth the exception of 71 cases not Iss.ued for post-elec((on interview due to an adminIstratIve error
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Response to the telephone surveys was as follows

BGES 1992 Panel Telephone surveys response summary

Cnmp.ign survey n % %
Names,ssued [631 I00
Foundto b. outof scope

telephonenumber.noblamable S4 5
- moved andcouldnotbetraced 52 3
. died 7 *

- mmgrakd 3 *

Total OUtof sCOpC 146 9

rmd m scope 14s5 91 !00

Intcrwcwobkwned 1323 81 89

h,tew!ew not obtained 162 10
Of Wh,cb

II

refused 92 6 6

“ot contact.d 57 3 4

- other reasons 3 * .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

● = 1.ss than O 5 pcrcent

I%st-dmtim survey n . . 7.
Names m sample !323 I 00
Names ..1 ,ss.ed 71 5
Names,swed 1252 95
ToM OUtof ,.Opt I *

Total m scope 1251 95 I00
Imerw.w obtam.d 1203 91 96
[ntcrw.w IIOtobtained 4s 4 4
of wh)ch

-..1 contacted 43 3 3

. R fused 2 . *

- iiimr reasons 3 * *

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

● = Icss than O 5 per mm

I
~. The panel face-to-face mtes-wew survey

1he largest possible number of panel members (2,062) was approached for a fac(
nterwew after the electlon This included al1 those already mterwewed by telephoI

ho had been approached but who had dechned to participate m the telephone M
hose who responded posltwely to the tracing exercme but for whom we had no t(
umber, and those from whom we had no reply during the tracing exercise

to-face
, those
:rwew,
:phone

Mam fieldwork was preceded by a small-scale pdot, earned out m December 1991 (see
SectIon x.x above) This was used to test not only new questions asked m the Cross-section
swvey, but also certain aspects of the panel survey - m partwular, the ‘hfe-history’ questions

Interviewers were drawn from SCPRS trained fieldforce, and were briefed by members of the
SCPR research team .%nce the great major]ty of mterwewers had also been allocated
addresses on the cross-section sample, both elements of the survey were briefed at the same
time A total of 192 mterwewers earned out face-to-face mterwews with panel members
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Response to the telephone surveys was as follows

BGES 1992 Panel Telephone surveys' response summary

o-face
those

rvlew,
phone

Lamp.lgn survey n "I. "I.

Names Issued 1631 100
Found 10 be out of scope
- telephone number unobtamable 84 5
• moved and could not be traced 52 3
- died 7 •
- emlgraled 3 •

Total out of scope 146 9
rotal In scope 1485 91 100
Interview obtained 1323 81 89
Interview not obtained 162 10 11
Of whIch
- refused 92 6 6
- not contacted 57 3 4
- other reasons 3 • •

-----------------_.-------------------------------_.------------------------------------------
• = less than 0 5 per cent

Ilost-e ceLlon survey n -I. 7.

Names In sample 1323 100
Names nOl Issued 71 5
Names Issued 1252 95
Tolal out of scope I •
Total In scope 1251 95 100
IntervIew obtamed 1203 91 96
InterView not obtamed 48 4 4
of which
- nol contacted 43 3 3
- refused 2 • •
- other reasons 3 • •

-----------------------------------------------~-------_.--~--_.-----_.-~-----------~----_.- ---
• = less than 0 5 per cent

4. The panel face-to-face mtervlew survey

jfhe largest possIble number of panel members (2,062) was approached for a face
ntervlew after the electIOn ThIS Included all those already Interviewed by telephon ,
who had been approached but who had dechned to participate In the telephone Int
hose who responded posItIvely to the tracIng exercIse but for whom we had no tel~

number, and those from whom we had no reply durIng the tracIng exercIse

Mam fieldwork was preceded by a smaii-scaie pliot, carned out In uecember 1991 (see
SectIOn x.x above) ThiS was used to test not only new questIOns asked In the Cross-sectIOn
survey, but also certaIn aspects of the panel survey - In partIcular, the 'hfe-hlstory' questIOns

InterVIewers were drawn from SCPR's traIned fieldforce, and were brIefed by melubers of the
SCPR research team SInce the great maJonty of IntervIewers had also been allocated
addresses on the cross-sectIOn sample, both elements of the survey were bnefed at the same
tIme A total of 192 Interviewers carned out face-to-face Interviews wIth panel members
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Interwewmg began on 13 Aprd 1992 (by which time wrtually all the telephone mtervlewrng
had been completed), and 96 per cent of mterwews took place before the end of May, the last
]nterwew was conducted on 7 August Interwewers were instructed to call at panel members’
addresses at least four tubes, and spread out over different times of day, m their attempts to
find them at home In practice, many more calls than the muumum number were made
Only after repeated personal wslts was contact by telephone allowed

The face-to-face mtervlew lasted on average between 55 and 56 mmutes Panel members who
had agreed to a face-to-face mterwew were also asked to till m a short self-completion
supplement, over 97 per cent of them dld so

As m the cross-section survey, respondents either gave the supplement to the mterwewer to
return to the ot%ce, or returned It themselves m the pre-paid, pre-addressed envelope prowded
Respondents to the face-to-face urtervlew who dld not till m a self-completion supplement

appear as mlssmg on the relevant varrables m the SPSS-X system file (as for the cross-section
survey)

A total of 1,608 panel members were mterwewed face-to-face, and 1,565 of these returned
a self-completion questlormsure The names of some potential respondents who were proving
eluswe, or (less frequently) reluctant to be mtervlewed, were reissued during the final weeks
of fieldwork The remsue phase resulted m 56 productwe mterwews and raised response by
32 per cent The final response rate achieved was 87 per cent net and 78 per cent gross

The full response breakdown M as follows
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Intervlewmg began on 13 AprIl 1992 (by WhlCh hme virtually all the telephone mtervlewmg
had been completed), and 96 per cent of Illtervlews took place before the end of May, the last
mtervlew was conducted on 7 August Interviewers were mstructed to call at panel members'
addresses at least four tunes, and spread out over different times of day, m their attempts to
find them at home In practice, many more calls than the mlmmum number were made
Only after repeated personal V1SltS was contact by telephone allowed

The face-to-face mtervlew lasted on average between 55 and 56 mmutes Panel members who
had agreed to a face-to-face mtervlew were also asked to fill III a short self-completIOn
supplement, over 97 per cent of them did so

As III the cross-sectIOn survey, respondents either gave the supplement to the mtervlewer to
return to the office, or returned It themselves III the pre-pald, pre-addressed envelope provided
Respondents to the face-to-face Illtervlew who did not fill m a self-completIOn supplement
appear as mlssmg on the relevant vanables III the SPSS-x system file (as for the cross-sectIOn
survey)

A total of 1,608 panel members were mtervlewed face-to-face, and 1,565 of these returned
a self-completIOn questlOnnmre The names of some potential respondents who were provmg
elusive, or (less frequently) reluctant to be mtervlewed, were reissued durmg the final weeks
of fieldwork The relssue phase resulted III 56 productive mtervlews mld raised response by
3 2 per cent The final response rate achieved was 87 per cent net and 78 per cent gross

The full response breakdown IS as follows
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BGES Panel face-to-face survey. response summary

Nanms msued

Unfmcwbler.swmd.nts
addressempty,dmmbslwd,..1 traced

Respondentsm longer.I,g,ble

- ,moved to unknown address

d,cd

- em!gratcd

Totml uotraceabk cmmd,gtble
Total ,n scow

lntervmv obtained

.1 wh,ch

- vmh self-mmpktmn qucstmnnam

wtthout self-complelm. q.cstmmwm

lntervmw not obtained

of wb ,ch

r,fmcd (,”.[ bmkcn appo,ntmmt)

- not contacted (mcl away)

other remcm

● = less tia” O 5 per cent

p Welghtmg

n

2062

25

160

22

10

217

1845

1608

1565

43

237

I 73

33

31

“/0 “/0

100

8

I

.

II

89 100

78 87

76 85

2 2

II 13

s 9

2 2

2 2

The panel dataset was weighted to compensate to some extent for the effects of dlfferentml
attntlon The alm was to make the various groups of respondents at the different panel stages
representatwe of the 1987 cross-sectional sample, simply m terms of voting behavlour m the
1987 General Electlon (as reported m the 1987 cross-section survey)

There are several potential hmltat]ons to thm pohcy One M the necessary assumption
underlying the welghtmg, that people who stayed m the panel are representatwe of those who
dld not Even lf this assumption M correct, the effectweness of the welghturg wdl also depend
on the strength of the relationship between voting behawour m 1987, and the panel variables
of interest

The merged 1987/92 SPSS-X system file now consists of a 5-Wave panel

Wsve 1 n=3,826 1987cross-sect]on

Wave 2 n=l ,323 1992 March/Apr! I Stage I . electlon campaign (’phone)

Wave 3 “= I,203 1992 April Stage 2- post-electlon (’phone)

Wave 4 n=l,608 1992 April/May/June Stage 3- face-to-face

Wave 5 “=1,564 1992 Apr!llMaylJune self-completmn supplement

The prmclple employed m that the weight allocated depends on the particular group of cases
of interest to data analysts These have been Identified as members of
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BGES Panel face-to-face survey. response summary

n % %

Nanles Issued

Untraceable respondents

- address empty, demolished, noL traced

Respondents no longer eligible

- moved to unknown address

• died

• emigrated

Tot.1 untnltelble or mellglble

Total ID scope

InterView obtamed

01 which

• With selF-completion questIOnnaire

- Without self-completIOn questionnaire
InterView not obtamed

of which
- refused (me! broken appointment)
- not contacted (me! away)
. other reason

2062

25

160

22

10

217
1845

1608

1565

43
237

173
33
3\

100

8

1

•

11

89 lOO

78 87

76 85

2 2
11 13

8 9
2 2
2 2

• = less than 0 5 per cent

Welghtmg

The panel dataset was weighted to compensate to some extent for the effects of dIfferentIal
attntlOn The aIm was to make the varIOus groups of respondents at the dIfferent panel stages
representatIve of the 1987 cross-sectIOnal sample, SImply III terms of votlllg behavIOur III the
1987 General ElectIOn (as reported III the 1987 cross-sectIOn survey)

There are several potentIal hmltatlOns to thIS pohcy One IS the necessary assumptIOn
underiymg the welghtmg, that people who stayed m the panel are representatIve of those who
dId not Even If thIS assumptIOn IS correct, the effectIveness of the weIghtmg WIll also depend
on the strength of the relatIOnshIp between votmg behavIOur III 1987, and the panel varIables
of mterest

The merged 1987/92 SPSS-x system file now COnSIStS of a 5-Wave panel

Wave I n~3,826 1987 cross-secllon

Wave 2 n~I,323 1992 March/Apnl Stage 1 - electIOn campaign ('phone)

Wave 3 n=I,203 1992 April Stage 2 - post-electIOn ('phone)

Wave 4 n=I,608 1992 April/May/June Stage 3 - face-to-face

Wave 5 n=I,564 1992 Aprll/May/June self-completIOn supplement

The prmclple employed IS that the weIght allocated depends on the partIcular group of cases
of Illterest to data analysts These have been IdentIfied as members of
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Waves 1 and 2
Waves 1, 2 and 3
Waves 1, 2, 3 and 4
Waves 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Waves 1 and 4
Waves 1,4 and 5

Weights for these SIXgroups have been added to the SPSS-X system file, and are named Wt12,
Wt123, Wt1234, Wt12345, Wt14 and Wt145 There are, of course, several other permutations
of membership of the different panel Waves Rather than construct weights for each one on
the SPSS-X system file, It M left for researchers to construct these weights themselves

Note that the 1987 cross-section dataset should Itself be weighted, to offset differential levels
of response between Standard Regions This weight 1s already incorporated mto the four
weights named above If data from 1987 are used alone, they must be weighted using the
variable We/ght The welghtmg for 1987 must also be incorporated mto any additional
weights constructed by users themselves

As explained, the basic welghtmg policy has been to use the voting profile of respondents
mterwewed m Wave 1 (1987 post-electlon survey) as a benchmark So m analysmg the Wave
2 dataset, for example, the dlstnbutlon of Wave 2 respondents’ 1987 vote M adjusted to
rephcate the dlstrlbutlon m Wave 1

The welghturg variable M voting behavlour m 1987 (K?a m the system file) For the
welghtmg, this ISre-categomsed mto a slmphfied variable, Vote87 The dlstnbutlon of Vote87
ur the 1987 cross-section was

Respondent
category Or]gmal codes

Djd not votelDK )f voted -1,9s

COnservatwe I

Labour 2

L[beral/SDP 3

Other party 5,6>7,8>9

Refused to say 97

Total

New code n

-1 536

I 1,413

2 994

3 75 I

4 44

97 89

3,826

“A

14,01

3693

2598

1963

I 15

233

10000

Note llusISbasedon tie 19S7datawaghtcdm Kcgmn

The final column (’7. dmtrlbutlon) M the numerator used m calculating the weight

The denominator M found from the dmtrlbutlon of this re-coded variable for the panel group
of Interest For example, for respondents to Waves 2 and 3, the dlstrlbutlon of Vote87 was
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Waves 1 and 2
Waves I, 2 and 3
Waves 1, 2, 3 and 4
Waves 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Waves 1 and 4
Waves 1,4 and 5

WeIghts for these SIX groups have been added to the SPSS-x system file, and are named Wti 2,
Wtl23, W11234, Wt12345, Wt14 and Wt145 There are, of course, several other permutatIons
of membershIp of the dIfferent panel Waves Rather than construct weights for each one on
the SPSS-x system file, It IS left for researchers to construct these weIghts themselves

Note that the 1987 cross-sectIOn dataset should Itself be weighted, to offset dIfferenttallevels
of response between Standard RegIOns ThIS weIght IS already mcorporated mto the four
weIghts named above If data from 1987 are used alone, they must be weIghted usmg the
vanable WeIght lhe welghtmg for 1987 must also be mcorporated mto any addItIOnal
weights constructed by users themselves

As explamed, the baSIC weIghtmg poltcy has been to use the votmg profile of respondents
InterViewed m Wave 1 (1987 post-electIOn survey) as a benclunark So m analysmg the Wave
2 dataset, for example, the dlstnbutlOn of Wave 2 respondents' 1987 vote IS adjusted to
rephcate the dlstnbutlOn m Wave I

The weIghtmg varIable IS votmg behaVIOur In 1987 (V8a m the system file) For the
welghtmg, thIS IS re-categonsed mto a sImpltfied vanable, Vote87 The dlstnbutlOn of Vote87
m the 1987 cross-sectIOn was

Respondent
category Ongmal codes New code n %

DId not vote/DK If voted _1 OR -1 536 Id rH-., ........ . ','"'.
ConservatIve I I 1,413 3693

Labour 2 2 994 2598

L,beralfSDP 3 3 751 1963

Other party 5,6,7,8,9 4 44 I 15

Refused to say 97 97 89 233

Total 3,826 10000

Note thiS IS based on the 1987 data weighted to Region

The final column (% dlstnbutIOn) IS the numerator used m calculatmg the weight

The denommator IS found from the dIstrIbutIOn of thIS re-coded varIable for the panel group
of mterest For example, for respondents to Waves 2 and 3, the dIstrIbutIOn of Vote87 was
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n

Dld not votelDK lf voted 106

Conservatwe 479
Labour 285
Liberal/SDP 294
Other party 15

Refused to say 26
1572

%
880

3978
2367
2442

125
216

10000

Not. th,s too, IS based on the 1987 data wwghtcd to Rcgmn

So to calculate the weight, the % column N the denominator - for example, the weight for
non-voters IS 14 01/8 80(= 1 59), for Conservatwes 36 93/39 78 (= O 928), and so on

To make analysls more stralghtforwmd, the cases for which the weight M not apphcable - m
the above example, cases which are no~ members of Waves 2 and 3- should be given a zero
weight

6. Variable names

Vrmable names are based on question number m most cases, and consist of question number
preceded by a letter

Wave 1 V - 1987 Survey
Wave 2 W - 1992 Campagn telephone mterwew
Wave 3 X - 1992 Post-electlon telephone mterwew
Wave 4 Y - 1992 Post-electIon face-to-face and self-completion

In the 1987 survey, vrmables on the self-completion supplement are numbered VIOl (thus
V101U, VIOlb V102 and so on)

In Wave 4 (the 1992 face-to-face mtervlew), variables m the classnlcatlon section at the end
are numbered from Y301 (thus Y301a, Y301b, Y302 and so on), variables on the self-
completlon supplement are numbered from Y201, Y202 and so on

Other variable names, which do not follow the question-number convention - such as
occupation and class variables - should be self-explanatory The dataset also contains a small
number of derived variables

7 BGES panel datasets and SPSS-X set-up files

The combmed 1987/1992 SPSS-X system file contains 1987 data for all cases that were
productive m the 1987 survey, and 1992 data for those cases that were productwe m at least
one stage of the 1992 panel survey Cases have the same serial number m 1992 as m 1987
The panel file contains 3,826 cases’g

!9~em ~a, ,eIf.,.OmpIct,On~..st,......c.. tk 1987 wrvey, wh,ch 89 per . ..1 of rcsp.nd.nts (11= 1,565) filled m
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n %
Old not vote/OK If voted 106 880
ConservatIve 479 3978
Labour 285 2367
Liberal/SDP 294 2442
Other party 15 125
Refused to say 26 2 16

1572 10000

Note this too, IS based on the 1987 data weighted to Region

So to calculate the wetght, the % column IS the denommator - for example, the weight for
non-voters IS 1401/880(= I 59), for Conservatives 3693/3978 (= 0928), and so on

To make analysIs more straightforward, the cases for whIch the weight IS not apphcable - m
the above example, cases whIch are not members of Waves 2 and 3 - should be gIven a zero
weIght

6. Vanable names

Variable names are based on questIOn number m most cases, and consIst of questIOn number
preceded by a letter

Wave 1
Wave 2
Wave 3
Wave 4

v - 1987 Survey
W - 1992 Campaign telephone mtervlew
X - 1992 Post-electIOn telephone mtervlew
Y - 1992 Post-electIOn face-to-face and self-completIOn

In the 1987 survey, variables on the self-completion supplement are numbered VIOl (thus
VIOla, VlOlb VI02 and so on)

In Wave 4 (the 1992 face-to-face mtervlew), variables m the classificatIOn sectIOn at the end
are numbered from Y301 (thus Y301a, Y301b, Y302 and so on), variables on the self-
completIOn supplement are numbered from Y201, Y202 and so on

Other vanable names, whIch do not follow the questIOn-number conventIOn - such as
occupation and class variables - should be self-explanatory The dataset also contams a small
number of denved varIables

7 BGES panel datasets and SPSS-x set-up files

The combmed 1987/1992 SPSS-x system file contams 1987 data for all cases that were
productive m the 1987 survey, and 1992 data for those cases that were productive m at least
one stage of the 1992 panel survey Cases have the same senal number m 1992 as m 1987
The panel file contams 3,826 cases"

19 There was a selr·completlon questionnaire on the 1987 survey, which 89 per cent of respondents (11= 1,565) filled In
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The numbers Issued and productwe at each stage were

3,8261987 Face-to-face 6,000
Self-completion 6,000 3,414 -

1992 Campaign tel 1,631 1,323
Post-electIon tel 1,251 1,203
Face-to-face 2,062 1,608
Self-completion 2062 1>565

The derived variable Panel provides a summary of the stages of the 1992 component of the
panel m which respondents participated The codes and SPSS-X value labels are

Code

1
2
3
4
5
6
‘1
8
9

10
11

SPSS-X value labels

Camp,post,f-f,s-c
Camp,post,f-f
Camp,post
Campaign only
Camp, f-f,s-c
Camp, f-f
Post-electIon only
Post, f-f,s-c
Post, f-f
F- f,s-c
Face-to-face only

Panel waves

12345>,, >
1,2,3,4
1,2,3
1,2
1,2,4,5
1,2,4
1,3
1,3,4,5
1,3,4
1,4,5
1,4

8. Other conventions employed

SPSS-X ‘mmwrg’ cuses

The cases of panel members who dld not parhclpate at all m a particular wave of the panel
surveys (1987 self-completion, 1992 wave 1, 2 or 3 or the self-completion supplement)

appear’ as mlssmg on the relevant variables m the system file, SPSS does not treat them
as vahd To exclude them altogether, data users use the Panel variable to select only

those cases productive m the stages m which they are interested

Skzps

At various points m the survey, questions were asked of sub-samples of respondents whale
others were routed past such questions On some vonables more than one filter operated
simultaneously Cases which were filtered out (or skipped) are defined as -1 (or -2 or -3)
and are Iabelled ‘Skipped’ with the defimtlon of the skip (insofar as space allows)
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The numbers Issued and productIve at each stage were

1987 Face-to-face
Self-completIOn

1992 CampaIgn tel
Post-election teI
Face-to-face
Self-completIOn

6,000
1,631

1,251
2,062
2062

6,000
3,414

1,323
1 '"'In'"!
1,L.V",

1,608
1,565

3,826

The denved varIable Panel proVIdes a summary of the stages of the 1992 component of the
panel In whIch respondents partIcIpated The codes and SPSS-x value labels are

Code SPSS-x value labels Panel waves

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

Camp,post,f-f,s-c
Camp,post,f-f
Camp,post
CampaIgn only
Camp,f-f,s-c
Camp,f-f
Post-electIOn only
Post,f-f,s-c
Post,f-f
F-f,s-c
Face-to-face only

1,2,3,4,5
1,2,3,4
1,2,3
1,2
1,2,4,5
1,2,4
1,3
1,3,4,5
1,3,4
1,4,5
1,4

8. Other conventIOns employed

SPSS-x 'mlssmg' cases

The cases of panel members who dId not partICIpate at all In a partIcular wave of the panel
surveys (1987 self-completIOn, 1992 wave 1,2 or 3 or the self-completIOn supplement)
appear as mISSIng on the relevant varIables In the system file, SPSS does not treat them
as valId To exclude them altogether, data users use the Panel varIable to select only

those cases productIve In the stages In whIch they are Interested

Skips

At varIOus pOInts In the survey, questIOns were asked of sub-samples of respondents whIle
others were routed past such questIOns On some varIables more than one filter operated
sImultaneously Cases which were filtered out (or skipped) are defined as -1 (or -2 or -3)
and are labelled 'SkIpped' With the defimtlOn of the skip (Insofar as space allows)
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‘Not answereds ’

Where a case was productwe at one or more stages of the survey but there are no data
on a particular variable (Ie, a particular quest]on was not an~wered) the case M defined
as 9 (or 99 or 999 or 9999) on each variable that was ‘Not answered’

‘Don ‘t knows’

‘Don’t know’ responses are usually coded 8 (or 98 or 998), these should be treated as
vahd categories

8 Constituency numbers

Thnteen cases are mmmg all constituency numbers (old and new OPCS, old and new PA),
these cases are coded 999 New OPCS constituency numbers are mmmg for all cases m
Scotland (see SectIon 3 above)
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'Not answereds'

Where a case was productive at one or more stages of the survey but there are no data
on a particular variable (le, a particular questIOn was not answered) the case IS defined
as 9 (or 99 or 999 or 9999) on each variable that was 'Not answered'

'Don't knows'

'Don't know' responses are usually coded 8 (or 98 or 998), these should be treated as
valid categones

8 ConstItuency numbers

Thirteen cases are mlssmg all constituency numbers (old and new OPCS, old and new PA),
these cases are coded 999 New OPCS constituency numbers are mlssmg for all cases m
Scotland (see SectIon 3 above)
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