
Introduction  

The major part of the collection comprises life story interviews originally 

collected as part of the study The Edwardians: Family Life and Work 

Experience Before 1918. The interviews were undertaken in the early 

1970s and formed the basis of the first national oral history project in the 

United Kingdom, as well as the basis for Professor Paul Thompson's, The 

Edwardians, The Remaking of British Society, (1975, 1992). A total of 537 

interviews were recorded on reel-to-reel audio tape and 453 later 

transcribed as typed, paper documents. The interviews were open-ended 

(guided by a schedule) and of between one and six hours duration. 

 

Methodology 

Six major occupational groups and three classifications of location, gender 

and regional distribution were used as the basis for the sample. The 

respondents were chosen by a variety of means, including through social 

workers, old people's homes, personal contact and advertisement. 

However, ultimately more than this amount were interviewed, both 

because some people in reality belonged to a different occupational group 

than that anticipated and because not all of the interviews were adequate 

for their purpose. 

The interviews were conducted by a number of part-time interviewers. A 

detailed interview schedule was essential in order to ensure that the data 

collected were appropriate for comparison, as well as to facilitate the 

collection of the most complete stories possible. At the same time, 

however, the interviewers were encouraged to keep the interview 'open' 

and, where appropriate, to follow the flow of the interviewee. 

Two or three sessions were normally required to complete each interview, 

with the average length of interview being four hours. The interviews 

were recorded on open-reel tapes, resulting in usually two or three, but in 

exceptional cases up to six or seven, 5" spools for each interview. In 

total, this resulted in approximately 1,400 open-reel tapes containing 

1,800 hours of interview material, and accompanying full transcripts 

comprising almost 35,000 typed pages. 
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In addition to the complete transcripts, the data were coded according to 

twenty main themes. The interview transcripts were cut and pasted, in 

the literal sense of the term, so that there now exist files for each of the 

themes containing all of the relevant extracts from all of the interviews. 

 

 



Occupational and geographical classifications 

The occupational classifications are based upon those of the Registrar 

General. 

Within each region, the interviews may be clustered in one or two 

locations. For example, the eleven interviews in region K (Central and 

North Wales) were actually collected from the area around a village in 

North Wales called Blaunau Ffestiniog. Tables were produced to show the 

spread of interviews with regards to occupation, location, region and 

gender. There is an occupational datasheet for each occupational group, 

divided according to location, region and gender, and filled in with the 

appropriate interview numbers. These can be cross-referenced with the 

card index in order to identify particular interviewees. Interviewees are 

defined according to their classifications in 1911, thus not making 

reference to previous occupations or locations. 

 

 

Occupational classifications 

A 
 
Professional 

B 
 
Employers and Managers 

C 
 
Clerical and Foremen 

D 
 
Skilled Manual 

E 
 
Semi-skilled Manual 

F 
 
Unskilled Manual 

G 
 
Unclassified 

Geographical classifications 

Locations 

A 
 
Rural 

B 
 
Urban 

C 
 

Conurbation (A - Greater London, G - Manchester and Liverpool, M - 

Glasgow and Edinburgh) 

 



Regions 

A 
 
Greater London 

B 
 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Surrey, Kent and 
Sussex 

C 
 
Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire 

D 
 
Cornwall, Devon, Somerset and Dorset 

E 
 

Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, 

Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Wiltshire and Hampshire 

F 
 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, 

Warwickshire and Northamptonshire 

G 
 
Lancashire and Cheshire 

H 
 
Yorkshire 

I 
 
Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland and Westmorland 

J 
 
Glamorgan and Monmouthshire 

K 
 
Central and North Wales 

L 
 
Highlands of Scotland 

M 
 
Lowland Southern Scotland 

 



Biography: Professor Paul Thompson 

 

Born in 1935, Paul Thompson was educated at the University of Oxford, 

graduating in 1958 with First Class Honours in Modern History. He 

obtained a D.Phil (also at the University of Oxford) in 1964. This was 

entitled London working class politics and the formation of the London 

Labour Party, 1885-1914. In 1964, having spent three years as a Junior 

Research Fellow at Queen's College, Oxford, Thompson was appointed 

Lecturer in Sociology (Social History), at the newly established University 

of Essex. He was to continue his research and teaching in sociology and 

social history at Essex, being appointed Research Professor in Sociology in 

1988. Thompson is regarded as one of the pioneers of oral history as a 

research methodology. He is founding editor of the journal Oral History 

and founder of the National Life Story Collection at the British Library 

National Sound Archive, London. Between 1994 and 2001, as Director of 

Qualidata, University of Essex, Thompson actively pursued his interest in 

the preservation of qualitative research materials for secondary use, 

depositing his own datasets and overseeing the development of this 

archival service. 

 

His experiences with the Edwardians were important in pioneering the 

methodology of oral history, and the research contributed to his later 

publication on method, The voice of the past: oral history (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1977; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 3rd edition, 

2000). 

 









































Social History of Britain: Report                          1968-9 
 

The Nuffield Foundation awarded a grant of £450, subsequently raised to £570, 
towards the travelling expenses and transcribing of interviews with old persons to provide 
additional material for a Social History of Britain 1900-18 which I am writing.  The work has 
as far as possible followed the lines of my application to The Foundation in December 1967.  
During the year some 200 interview sessions were conducted by my research assistant, Miss 
Elizabeth Sloan, and by wife, Mrs Thea Thompson.  The preliminary sessions were not 
recorded, and a number of potential respondents were discarded as unsuitable at this stage.  
Tape-recorded interviews were conducted with 69 persons, with 37 follow-up interviews, 
making a total of 106 interviews.  The total cost of transcribing these interviews was 
£445.4s.1d, and the travelling expenses £111.8s.3d. 

The interviews were concentrated in five groups, as follows: north-east Essex (rural 
arable), 13 respondents; Northumberland (Warkworth), Gloucestershire (Chipping Sodbury) 
and Wiltshire (Pewsey) (rural non-arable), 12 respondents; Yorkshire (Heckmondwyke) 
(textiles, railways & c), 14 respondents; Staffordshire (Biddulph) (mines, potteries, & c), 20 
respondents; and London (largely Camden), 19 respondents.  We were thus able to achieve 
some regional diversity, together with a good representation of such major occupational groups 
as coal miners, textile workers, agricultural labourers and domestic servants.  Most of the 
respondents were working class (53), but 14 came from lower middle class and 2 from upper 
middle class families.  We contacted respondents through welfare officers, old people’s homes, 
personal recommendation, and in Staffordshire through an advertisement in the local paper.  
This last method was particularly successful, and produced a rather less biased selection of 
respondents that the other methods.  We attempted to keep the balance of respondents broadly 
as indicated by our previous analysis of the 1911 census, but in view of the small number of 
respondents interviewed did not impose the strict quota which we had earlier envisaged. 

I have been very much encouraged by the results of the interviews.  As was to be 
expected, some of the earlier interviews were not very satisfactory, but we were able to 
develop and test out an interview schedule, of which a copy is attached.  This indicates the 
surprising range of information which we have found possible to obtain from our respondents.  
On some points, such as parental discipline, or the husband’s contribution to domestic tasks, 
the interviews have very clearly suggested that accepted sociological views of traditional 
attitudes may require qualification.  The interviews also provide a great deal of imaginative 
insight into the life experiences of the lower middle and working classes, and also of upper 
class life seen through the eyes of servants, of a kind not encountered in published literature 
about the period. 

In view of the success of these first interviews, I decided to try to continue the work.  
Nuffield College supported Miss Sloan until the end of 1968 (when she left to get married), 
and in January 1969 I was awarded a grant of £10,000 over three years by the Social Science 
Research Council, which will enable me to obtain a national quota sample of nearly 500 
interviews.  Some of the existing interviews will be included in this quota.  I published an 
article describing this project in SSRC Newsletter 6, pp.16-18 of which a copy is enclosed.  
The article includes extracts from the existing interviews, and gives a rather lengthier 
assessment of their value. 

I should like to conclude by expressing my very great gratitude to the Trustees for their 
support, which has enabled me to explore this type of research and so develop the larger 
research project which the Social Science Research Council is supporting. 

 
 
 
 

 
Paul Thompson 















Interview notes 

This interview schedule should be treated as a guide and not as a rigid 

questionnaire. Some respondents are happier when they feel they can 

rely on an interviewer to ask them questions, and in such cases it is 

possible to work through the schedule methodically. Others are keen to 

take some part in directing the interview and have definite ideas about 

the information they wish to give. It is always best to encourage them to 

do so, inserting follow-up questions as far as possible, and returning to 

the missing questions at a later stage when the respondent has said what 

he or she considers most relevant. The interview schedule can be used as 

a checklist and annotated when the first session is played back. A full 

interview with a respondent who enjoys telling stories will take several 

sessions. If an attempt is made at the beginning of the interview to stop 

an anecdote which seems irrelevant, in order to get to the point, it is 

important to realise that this will reduce the respondent's willingness to 

talk well on those subjects which are of central importance. The 

respondent must therefore be steered to the right period and subject 

matter without interrupting. In general, respondents should be 

encouraged and reassured; especially if they are worried by, for example, 

difficulty in remembering dates. It does not help at all, however, to be 

over-tactful. The interviewer should not be afraid of asking questions as 

simply and clearly as possible. An attempt to rephrase them more 

vaguely on sensitive matters is more likely to either produce a 

meaningless answer, or convey the interviewer's own embarrassment to 

the respondent. A question can sometimes be asked with the prefix "it 

says" (referring to the schedule). But it is better to know the questions, 

ask them directly at the right moment, and keep the schedule in the 

background. This makes for the most relaxed and effective interview; the 

schedule becomes a map for the interviewer which will then be referred to 

only from time to time. 

You should arrive punctually for an interview or the respondent may have 

become tense waiting for you. It is equally important to stop before a 

respondent becomes tired. If a respondent is giving brief or monosyllabic 

answers, he/she may be feeling tired, or unwell, or watching the clock for 

some other engagement. You should then close the recording session as 

quickly as possible. On the other hand, do not rush away with indecent 

haste; and in particular, do not refuse to show interest in family 



photographs etc. or to take refreshments when offered. You need to show 

as much warmth and appreciation of what the respondent has been telling 

you as possible. But an interview is not a conversation; you should keep 

yourself as far as possible in the background, nodding silently so that 

your encouragement is not recorded, not thrusting in comments or stories 

of your own. Do not be afraid of pauses; they can often bring out a 

supplementary comment to an answer. The time for ordinary two-way 

conversation is afterwards, when the recorder is switched off. This time 

will also produce additional information, which after leaving should be 

noted down or dictated into the recorder. Avoid arguments (e.g. about 

teenage behaviour) which may make the respondent more reticent later 

on. Lastly, it is good to write to thank a respondent, but if you want a 

reply always include a stamped addressed envelope. 

 



Notes on the Interview Schedule 

 

1. The household 

1(c) Respondents are not often able to recite the names of the children in 

the family from eldest to youngest and the spaces between them. It is 

useful in these cases to ask where the respondent came in the family and 

then ask who was older than him and the spaces between the children 

who were older than him. Then ask about the younger ones. Respondents 

are sometimes vague about the respective ages of their siblings, e.g. "We 

come at pretty regular intervals". Try to find out what these intervals 

were, and if there were any exceptions to the average interval. 

Respondents sometimes find it easier to write down or tell you the ages 

and names of their siblings, alive and dead, at the present time. 

1(d) When respondents do not know the age of their father when they 

were born, ask if they know how old their father was when he died 

(assuming he is dead) and what year that was. Or respondents may know 

the age their father was when he married and the date. Approximate 

dates will do. 

1(e) See notes on 1(d). 

 

2. Domestic routine 

2(a) Select the house in which respondent spent the longest time he can 

remember before leaving home. 

2(c) Servants in this period who did not live in were usually charwomen 

or women who came in to do the rough, i.e. to do the rough housework. 

There were also washerwomen who came in to do the washing and young 

girls who came in to look after children. Where the respondent as a child 

came into a lot of contact with the servant, particularly if she looked after 

the respondent, find out what the relationship was between them, the 

sort of things she did for the respondent, etc. 

2(g) Older children sometimes looked after the younger children, took 

them out for walks, saw them to school, etc. 

 

3. Meals 

3(c) Men and women whose working day started early would often take 

something with them for breakfast. When asking about meals find out 

when the respondent took food and what he called those meals and stick 

to the terminology he uses. Lunch is the midday meal to some, 



particularly in class 1 and 2, to an agricultural labourer it is a snack eaten 

at about 11 a.m. Dinner is the midday meal to the majority of 

respondents. To some, again in class 1 and 2 it is a meal at about 7 or 8 

p.m. Tea to most respondents is a meal mainly of bread and tea with 

occasionally something cooked, and is the last meal of the day. To some, 

in class 1 and 2 mainly, it is a cup of tea and bread and butter and cake 

at about 4 p.m. It is usually distinguished as afternoon tea in that case. 

Supper may be a cup of cocoa and some bread and cheese taken just 

before bed at 9 pm when tea has been the last meal at about 5 p.m. Or it 

may be a meal of two courses either hot or cold eaten at about 7 p.m. 

3(k) Sometimes a person might take his plate and sit by the corner of the 

fire during a meal. Or a person in a hurry might snatch some food 

standing up. 

 

4. General relationships with parents: influence and discipline 

4(a) Feel your way carefully here. Many respondents have never put into 

words their feelings about their parents and some workings of the 

question may get a better response than others. The first three questions 

in this section have all got satisfactory responses. Other questions are: 

Did you feel close to your mother when you were a child? 

Was your mother a motherly person? 

Did you get on well with your mother? 

"She was one of the best", said with emotion, may be all you will get from 

a respondent. 

4(c) Respondents may interpret this question as intending to ask what 

sort of position or job their parents hoped they would hold, or they may 

interpret it as a question about values and character. It is deliberately 

worded ambiguously to find out what the respondent remembers as his 

parents' main aspiration for him. With the question "Did your parents 

bring you up to consider certain things important in life?" prompting may 

often be needed, e.g. What sort of things did they bring you up to 

consider right and wrong? What sort of things did they consider wrong? 

 

5. Family activities in the home 

5(d) Outdoor games should be asked about too. Information about family 

activities will often be given in the form of anecdotes, accounts of 

particular social events and there is likely to be a great deal of overlap of 

questions a, b, c, and d. This is a good way of getting this sort of 



information. Where you can, try to get an approximate date for a 

description of a particular birthday etc. or a funeral. You may realise 

suddenly that you are being told about something that happened after 

1918. It may be upsetting to the respondent to be suddenly cut short but 

if you can do so inconspicuously put the pause lever down. 

 

6. Family activities outside the home 

6(d) Where the respondent's family lived in poverty this question may be 

treated with scorn by the respondent. The same applies to question 2(c). 

Explain that questions have been devised to apply to a wide range of 

income, and that as they are on the schedule they must be put in 

although the answer seems obvious. If you feel foolish or embarrassed 

asking a particular question, and occasionally a respondent does have this 

effect on one, it is best to disassociate yourself from the question by 

dropping the conversational way in which you have been asking the 

questions and simply read it in a neutral way from the schedule. Never 

apologise for the questions or you will transmit your lack of confidence in 

the value of the questions to the respondent. 

 

7. Weekends and religion 

7 f) Some choirs had annual treats, some were paid for their services. 

7(g), (h). Possible activities are evening classes, outings, treats. 

 

8. Parents' political attitudes 

8(a) Respondents may interpret this question as meaning an active 

interest in the politics of a particular party, and so deny political interest. 

Find out if respondent's parents talked about any particular issue, if they 

had any views about who should govern the country, if they thought the 

working man had a square deal, etc. 

8(b) It may be useful to know that the General Elections in the period are 

as follows: 1900, 1906, 1910 (January and December), 1918. Women 

were eligible for the vote in 1918. 

 

11. Community and social class 

11(i), (j), (k), Some respondents find these questions difficult and if they 

are unsure of their own class position evade the questions. If you don't 

get an answer try some of the other questions in the section, e.g. l, o, s, t 



which respondents who are reluctant to talk about class usually find 

easier as they are less personal. 

11(t) This is a particularly useful question for introducing the subject of 

class to a class-shy respondent. It almost always gets a response. An 

alternative form of wording is: "If someone was described as 'a real lady' 

or 'a real gentleman' what sort of person would you expect them to be?" 

11(1), (o), (s), (t). If you get some response to these questions try i, j, k 

again, perhaps phrasing them differently. 

 

13. Work 

13(h) and (i). Other ways of wording the question "How did you find ..." 

What did you think of ... Don't alter the wording of a question so that you 

load it, e.g. imply that the respondent liked his work, etc. 

 

15. Marriage 

Note that this section is not asked unless the respondent was married 

before the end of 1918. 

 

16. Childbirth and infancy 

Similarly, questions about the birth of children and their upbringing will be 

asked only when the children were born before the end of 1918. 

 

17. Family life after marriage 

17(ii)(a) Select the house in which the respondent spent the greater part 

of his married life up to the end of 1918. 

17(ii)(f) Husband's help with children: If the respondent had one child 

only before 1919 and one or more children after that, take care to ask the 

questions about the pre-1919 child. Call him by name if possible and 

emphasise that you are interested in his life before 1919, similarly if two 

or more of the respondent's children were before 1919. This applies to all 

questions of which children are the subject. Parents find it difficult to 

make these distinctions and you are bound to get information about 

children for the period after 1918. This does not matter. Do not omit 

questions because they are inappropriate to the age of the child before 

1918. 

17(n) Do not worry about asking respondents who appear to have been 

well off if they had a struggle to make ends meet. It was just as possible 



to live beyond one's income and feel the pinch at £1,000 per annum as at 

£100! 

 

18. Living-in servants 

Interviews with respondents who have (a) been in domestic service, (b) 

had parents who employed domestic servants, (c) employed servants 

themselves, will be more complicated and longer than most other 

interviews. Prepare carefully for interviews where section 18 will be 

asked, working out the order of the interview beforehand. Unless you are 

interviewing a respondent whose parents employed servants you will not 

usually reach section 18 until the second interview. The following two 

examples of respondents and the pattern of their interviews have been 

given as a guide. There will, of course, be far more of the first type than 

the second, as non-manual workers are only one-fifth of our sample and 

they employed nearly all the domestic servants in private houses. 

Domestic service absorbed a very large proportion of the women workers 

in the period 1900-1918, so we will be interviewing more respondents 

who worked as servants than employed them. 

1. Respondent born 1898. 1912-1918 employed as a housemaid. Had 

very little to do with the children in the household, looking after them 

only once a week when the nanny was out. Married 1918. Two children 

born 1919 and 1923. Lived in the village in which she was born all her 

married life. 

Sections 

1 to 12. 

13 a to 1. 

18 i; ii ab; iii a to i; v b to f; vi b; vii; viii; ix; xi. 

13 m to r. 

14. 

15. 

16 a. 

17 i; ii a to f; iii a to i; v b, c, e; vi c, d; vii a-e, g-h; viii; ix; x; xi a - i,n; 

20. 

2. Respondent born 1890. Cared for by nanny as a child. Educated at 

home. Never had paid employment. Married 1915. First child born 

January 1917. Second child born June, 1920. When married set up house 

in another town from that in which she grew up. Household contained 

cook, housemaid, nurse and nursery maid. 



Sections 

2. a - c. 

3. i a-c; ii; iii; iv; v; vi a; 

7 to 11. 

12 

13 a. 1. 

14 to 16. 

17 i; ii a -c; 

18 i a - c; ii a - e; iii a - k 

19 iv a, b, d - i; v; vi; vii; viii; ix; xi. 

20. 

18 ii (b) Servants responsible for the children have been called "nannies" 

for convenience in the following questions. But when putting the 

questions the title used for this particular servant by the respondent 

should be used, e.g. maid, nursemaid, nurse, or the nanny's own name. 

Servant responsible for the children includes servants in households 

where the mother cared for the children too. In some households the 

nanny virtually brought up the children in separate quarters of the house, 

in others a girl lived with the family who took the children for walks, 

helped in the kitchen and house, put the children to bed and gave them 

their food, sharing these tasks a lot of the tine with the children's mother. 

Both types of servant will be called nanny for the purpose of this schedule 

and both will be considered "responsible for the children". The purpose of 

the questions about the nanny's role is to find out what sort of contact the 

children had with their parents, how much time they spent with them, 

what effect the nanny's care of the children had on their relationship with 

their parents, etc. 

18 ii (b-e). The word "child" or "children" has been used so that the 

questions can be asked of respondents when children themselves, when 

they had married and had their own children. It will generally be better to 

substitute "you" in the former case and "your children" in the latter. 

18 iv. General relationship with Parents and Nanny: Influence and 

Discipline. This section has been designed so that the questions can be 

asked of (a) respondents who were nannies (abbreviated cue IF NANNY). 

(b) Respondents who were looked after by nannies (abbreviated cue IF 

CHILD). The questions will be rephrased appropriately. 

18. vi b; vii; viii; ix; xi. Some employers of servants were not very 

different in their style of life from the families whose children entered 



their households as servants. Others were heads of grand establishments 

keeping a large number of servants, holding house parties, large dinner 

parties, etc. The questions in these sections are a guide to the kind of 

information wanted about the employers and the lives of the servants 

they employed. We are interested in how the servants saw their 

employers, what they remember about their personalities, manners, 

relationships with members of their family, servants, friends and 

acquaintances. Where respondents are keen to talk about their lives as 

domestic servants encourage them to range freely over life below and 

above stairs. We have used "master" and "mistress" but it is best to use 

the name that the respondent uses of his employer. 

20. The information about jobs is wanted of all children and siblings of the 

respondent, those born after as well as before 1918. The jobs of those 

who have died must also be asked. This information should be written 

down, not recorded. Detail is not necessary here unless the status of a 

job is obscure: e.g. if a plumber; ask if he owned his own business; a 

school teacher, ask what kind of school. 
 

 



Additional notes on the interview schedule 

 
1. The household 

1(a) If female respondents were married in 1911 ask the date of their 
marriage. 

 
1(b) If respondent moved to another part of the same city or conurbation 

ask for of street or district. 
 

2. Domestic routine 
2(c) The duties are the duties of the servant or helper who did not live in, 

not of the mother. 
 

3. Meals 
3(i) There is no need to feel embarrassed about asking this question of 

respondents who were not short of money. In quite prosperous 

households there might be a shortage sometimes of a particular foodstuff 
or less of an appetising dish that was in demand, a pudding for example. 

You might ask: Do you remember if there was a great demand for a 
particular dish at a meal that your mother would have less so that the 

family could have more? 
 

7. Weekends and religion 
If respondents are Roman Catholic or Jewish ask about any additional 

practices which may not be mentioned in the schedule. If you are 
uncertain about what to ask, tell the respondent that you do not know 

much about his religion and ask him to tell you about the feasts, festivals, 
observances, baptisms, etc. 

ll(o) This question is designed to elicit information about the social 
differences between Non-Conformist (Chapel) and the Church of England 

(Church). Where there are a considerable number of Roman Catholics in 

the area, ask a supplementary question about them, and also ask 
whether there was any friction between Roman Catholics and Protestants. 

11(y) "Rough music" would be produced by a crowd banging saucepans 
and tin cans, with shouts of "clear out" at intervals, outside the offender's 

house. Sometimes an effigy of the offending person was made and 
paraded about with the accompanying "music". This was done for flagrant 

breaches of accepted standards of behaviour, e.g. if a man sold his wife 
to another man, beat his wife, lived with two women, etc. 

12 k, l, m. Respondents may need prompting here. Many schools had 
their outcast children: children from the workhouse, children who were 

mentally handicapped, abnormally badly dressed or dirty. In some 
schools, clever children were favoured or children from relatively better 

off homes who were well dressed, or whose parents gave money to the 
school. 

13 m. We need to know the approximate length of time that respondents 

held particular jobs and enough details about the jobs to enable us to 



classify them as professional, managerial or employer, clerical or 

foreman, skilled, semi-skilled, or unskilled. 
Living-in servants 

Other living-in employees (e.g. hotel servants, shop assistants). 
In a family shop or hotel the situation of the employee would be similar to 

that of a domestic servant, and the schedule can be followed with 
modification. Where the employee was not integrated with the employer's 

family, as section 13 b-i as normally for work, and also section 18 i a, c 
and d (substituting 'your employer' for 'the mistress' if necessary), and 

section 18 iii c (meals). Ask about leisure activities in the hotel, shop or 
hostel; sleeping arrangements. Also ask: What sort of people were the 

customers/guests? Did you find contact with them easy or difficult? When 
you wanted to say something to another assistant/servant without a 

customer/guest understanding, what did you do? 
 

20. Children's and siblings' occupations 

Count all "sociological" siblings or children, e.g. unofficially adopted 
nieces, step-children who were well-integrated into the family. Do not 

count half-brothers and sisters or step-children who were not part of the 
family. We must have enough detail about jobs to enable us to classify 

them. This is very important. "Worked in a hospital" or "had a job in a 
factory" or "engineer" is not enough. "Was a cleaner in a hospital" or 

"stripper in a biscuit factory" or "engineer - had served an apprenticeship" 
is enough. 

When women were married more than once, we need to know the other 
husbands' jobs. When respondents were married more than once after 

1918 we need to know the other spouses' jobs.  
 
 





















Interview schedule 

1. The household 

a) Respondent's name, present address, year of birth, marital status, year 

of marriage, birthplace (street or district if known). 

b) How many years did you live in the house where you were born? 

Where did you live then? CONTINUE FOR MOVES TO END OF 1918. FIND 

OUT ADDRESS AS NEARLY AS POSSIBLE FOR 1911. 

Do you remember why the family made these moves? 

c) How many brothers and sisters did you have? Birth order and spacing. 

d) How old was your father when you were born? (PROMPT: How old was 

he when he died? When was that?) 

Where did he come from? 

Occupation. (IF EMPLOYER: How many people did he employ?) 

Did he have another job before or after he became that? 

Did he also do any casual or part-time jobs? 

CONTINUE FOR ALL JOBS UNTIL DEATH, INCLUDING AFTER 1918. 

Do you remember your father ever being out of work? 

e) How old was your mother when you were born? (PROMPT: How old was 

she when she died? When was that?) 

Where did she come from? 

Had she any jobs before she married? (IF EMPLOYER: How many people 

did she employ?) 

Did she work after she was married or not? 

Part-time jobs. 

Hours. 

CONTINUE FOR ALL JOBS UNTIL DEATH, INCLUDING AFTER 1918. 

If mother worked after she had children, who looked after the children 

while your mother was at work? 

 

 



2. Domestic routine 

a) I should like now to ask you about life at home when you were a child; 

the time up to when you left school. Can you describe the house at ... 

(SELECT FROM lb)? How were the rooms used? Bedrooms; other rooms. 

b) Did anyone else besides your parents and brothers and sisters live in 

the house? Other relatives, or lodgers? 

(IF LODGERS: Where did they eat, sleep? What meals did they get? How 

much did they pay?) 

c) Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

(IF DAILY OR IRREGULAR HELP: What were her duties: cleaning; looking 

after children; hours. How did you get on with her? What did she call you 

and your mother? What did you call her?) 

IF LIVING IN HELP, GO ON TO SECTION 18 

d) How was the washing done? 

e) Did your mother or father make the family's clothes? Were any clothes 

bought new or secondhand? Where were they bought? 

Were they bought for special occasions? (PROMPT: Christmas, Easter, 

Sunday, school, anniversaries) 

Who mended clothes? 

REPEAT FOR SHOES. 

f) Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

Cleaning; cooking; washing up; fires; decorating; repairs; improvements 

to the house? 

Did he dress; undress: bath you; read to you; tell you stories; take you 

out without your mother; look after you when she was out? 

g) Did you have any tasks you had to carry out regularly at home to help 

your mother and father? 

How long did you continue to do these tasks? After you left school? 

REPEAT FOR BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

Did the older children help the younger with things they found difficult 

(dressing or eating) or look after them in other ways? 

Did the younger children help the older in any ways? 



h) Were you expected to go to bed at a certain time in your school days? 

Did your mother or anyone else put you to bed? 

At what age did you put yourself to bed? 

Did you share the bed with anyone? Who else slept in your bedroom? 

Sleeping arrangements of whole family. 

i) How did the family manage with washing and bathing? 

How often did you bath? 

When did you have clean clothes to put on? 

3. Meals 

a) Where did the family have their meals? 

Were there any occasions when they ate in another room? 

b) Where did your mother cook? 

Cooking equipment (range or gas). 

c) When was breakfast eaten? 

What members of the family were present? 

How did the others manage for their first meal? 

What did you usually eat and drink? 

Did you have anything different on certain days (Sundays)? 

REPEAT FOR MIDDAY AND EVENING MEALS. 

d) Did your mother or father bake bread; make jam; bottle fruit or 

vegetables; make pickles, wine, or any medicines for the family? 

Was any beer brewed for the family? 

e) Did your father or mother grow vegetables and fruit? 

Did they buy any? Tinned or dried vegetables or fruit? 

f) Did they keep any livestock for family (hens, pigs, goats)? Who looked 

after them? 

g) How many times a week did you eat meat? Tinned meat? 

h) Did you ever get some extra meat such as rabbit from poaching? Who 

from? How often? 



i) Do you remember seeing your mother having less food so that the 

family could have more? Did your father have larger helpings? Or extra 

food (e.g. tea time or late supper)? 

j) Were you allowed to talk during meals or not? 

Could you choose what you wanted to eat from what was cooked or did 

you have to eat a bit of everything? 

What was your parents' attitude if you left some food uneaten on the 

plate? 

Could you ask for a second helping? 

Were you expected to hold your knife and fork in a certain way and sit in 

a certain way? 

When could you leave the table? 

k) Did all the family sit at the table for the meal? 

Did you always have the same places at table? 

How was the meal served (by whom)? What order were you served in? 

Where did the younger brothers and sisters sit before they could feed 

themselves? Who fed them? 

IF FED SEPARATELY: When were they able to join in family meals? 

l) IF EMPLOYED SERVANTS: Where did the servants eat? 

Did they have different food? What was the difference? 

4. General relationships with parents: influence and discipline 

a) Was your mother an easy person to talk to? Did she show affection? 

If you had any worries could you share them with her or not? 

REPEAT FOR FATHER. 

How did your parents expect you to behave towards them? 

As a child, was there any older person you felt more comfortable with 

than your parents? 

b) Did your parents bring you up to behave towards your brothers and 

sisters in certain ways? 

If you said that a child had hurt you what would your parents say? 

(PROMPT: Would they tell you to hit back?) 



c) What kind of people do you think your parents hoped you would grow 

up to be? 

Did your parents bring you up to consider certain things important in life? 

d) What did they think of swearing? 

e) When grown-ups were talking, were you allowed to join in? 

f) If you did something that your parents disapproved of, what would 

happen? 

IF PUNISHED: By whom? How? 

How often? Ever by other parent? 

Do you remember any particular occasion when you were punished? 

Do you remember how you felt about being punished? 

g) Would you say that you received the ideas you had about how to 

behave from both your parents, or did one play a more important part 

than the other? 

5. Family activities in the home 

a) When you had a birthday would it be different from any other day? 

Did you receive any presents; have anything special to eat; guests? 

b) How did you spend Christmas Day? (PROMPT: church, visiting 

relations) 

c) Did you have any musical instruments in the home? 

Players? 

Was there anyone in the family who sang? 

Did you ever make music together as a family? 

d) Did your parents play any games with you? 

e) Were there books in the house? Did you belong to the library? 

Newspapers? Magazines? 

Do you remember your mother or father reading? 

Did they ever read aloud to you or to each other? 



f) Do you remember a funeral in the family? What happened?  

Who attended? Did you take part? 

Did you wear mourning? 

g) Do you remember a wedding in the family? What happened? 

Who attended? 

6. Family activities outside the home 

a) Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends or relations? With 

whom? 

Were you taken shopping? With whom? 

b) Do you remember any other outings with your parents? Bank Holidays? 

c) Did you ever go away for a holiday? For how long? Regularly? 

Which members of the family went? Where? 

Activities? 

7. Weekends and religion 

a) Could you tell me how you spent Saturdays in those days? How about 

Sundays? 

Did you have different clothes? 

Did you play games? Did your parents think it wrong to work or play on 

Sunday? 

b) Did your parents attend a place of worship or not? Denomination. 

How often? Both mother and father? 

Did either hold any position in the church/chapel? 

Did you attend? 

c) Did you go to a Sunday School or not? 

d) Were there any Sunday School outings? 

e) What other social activities organised by the church/chapel did you 

take part in? 

f) Did you belong to the choir? Activities. 



g) Did the church/chapel run any temperance club? (PROMPT: Band of 

Hope?) 

Were you a member of that or not? 

Activities (e.g. evening classes, outings, treats). 

h) Did you belong to any other club organised by the church/chapel? 

Activities. 

i) Was grace said at meals in your family? By whom? 

j) Were you taught to say prayers at night? Did you ever have family 

prayers? 

What happened? 

k) How much would you say religion meant to you as a child? Why? 

8. Parents' political attitudes 

a) Did your father take an interest in politics? Do you know what his 

views were? 

Why do you think he held those views? 

REPEAT FOR MOTHER. 

b) Do you remember your father voting in a General Election before 

1919? 

Do you know what party he voted for? 

Do you remember your mother voting in the first election when women 

had the vote? 

Who for? 

c) In some places at that time men felt they risked losing their job or 

their house if they voted differently from their employers. Do you know if 

your father felt himself under that kind of pressure to vote for a particular 

party? 

d) Was your father a member of a political party? Do you remember him 

working for one of the parties at an election? 

REPEAT FOR MOTHER. 



e) Did your parents take part in any political activity other than at election 

time? 

9. Parents' other interests 

a) When your parents were not doing their work, how did they spend their 

time? 

b) Did your mother have any interests outside the home? 

c) When she went out what did she do? 

Did she ever go out to enjoy herself? Who did she go with? (PROMPT: 

father, friend, relation) 

d) When did your father get home from work in the evenings? 

How many evenings a week would be spent at home? How much was he 

about the house at weekends? How would he spend the time? 

e) Did your father attend any clubs or pubs? 

When did he go (on way home from work, after tea, Sunday dinner time)? 

Did your mother go too? 

f) Did your father take part in any sport? Did he watch sport? 

Did he attend the races? Did he bet? 

Did your mother take part in any sport or games? 

g) Did your father or mother belong to any savings clubs? 

Insurance; boot; sick; funeral; etc. 

Do you know what arrangements your parents had about money? 

10. Respondent's leisure before leaving school 

a) How did you get on with your brothers and sisters? 

Was there one you felt particularly close to? 

Was there one you did not get on with? 

b) As a child, who did you play with? Brothers; sisters; neighbours? 

Did you have your own special group of friends? Did you play games 

against other groups? 

c) Where did you play? Yard/garden/street/other homes/elsewhere? 



d) What games did you play? 

Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

Did boys and girls play the same games? 

e) Were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

Did your parents discourage you from playing with certain children? (IF 

YES: Why?) 

What did they think about children fighting or gambling in the street? 

f) Did you belong to any youth organisations (PROMPT: Scouts, Girl 

Guides) 

g) I should now like to ask about how you spent your free time when you 

were at school. 

Did you have any hobbies then? Did you keep any pets; collect anything; 

do gardening? 

(PROMPT: Cigarette cards) 

h) Did you go fishing; for walks; bicycling? With whom? 

i) Did you take part in any sports? 

j) Did you go to any theatres; concerts; music halls; cinemas while you 

were still at school? 

k) Did your parents give you any pocket money? How much? 

Regularly? What did you spend the money on? 

11. Community and social class 

a) Did anyone outside the home help your mother look after her house or 

family? Relations; friends; neighbours? 

In what ways? Regularly? 

b) If your mother was ill or confined to bed how did she manage? 

Do you remember what happened when one of your younger 

brothers/sisters was born? 

c) What relations of your father do you remember? 

Did any live nearby? When did you see them? 

Do you remember them influencing you in anyway, teaching you 



anything? 

REPEAT FOR MOTHER. 

d) Did your parents have friends? Where did they live? 

Where did they see them? Did they share the same friends? 

Did your mother have friends of her own? Where did she see them? 

Did she visit anyone who was not a relation? 

REPEAT FOR FATHER 

e) Were people ever invited into the home? How often? 

Who were they? (PROMPT: relations, neighbours, friends)? 

Would they be offered anything to eat or drink? 

On any particular days or occasions? 

Would you say that the people invited in were your mother's friends or 

your father's friends or both of them? 

f) Did people call in casually without an invitation? When? 

g) Did your parents ever go out to visit friends or neighbours? 

Would they call on them casually without invitation? 

h) People often tell us that in those days they made their own 

amusements. 

What do you think your parents did when they got together with their 

friends/neighbours? 

Music? Games? 

i) Many people divide society into different social classes or groups. In 

that time before 1918 did you think of some people belonging to one and 

some to another? Could you tell me what the different ones were? 

j) What class/group (RESPONDENT'S OWN TERM) would you say you 

belonged to yourself? 

What sort of people belonged to the same class/group as yourself? 

k) What sort of people belonged to the other classes/groups you have 

mentioned? 

l) Can you remember being brought up to treat people of one sort 

differently from people of another? 



Were you ever told to curtsey; touch your cap; show respect in some 

way? To whom? 

Was there anyone you called "sir" or "master/madam"? 

Do you remember anyone showing respect to your parents in these ways? 

m) In the district/village, who were considered the most important 

people?  

Did you come into contact with them?  

Why were they considered important?  

IF RESPONDENT MIDDLE OR UPPER CLASS: Would these people have 

been considered at that time to be "in society"? 

n) What about the shopkeepers: who did they associate with? 

REPEAT FOR OTHER LOCAL SOCIAL GROUPS: e.g. clergy, teachers, 

employers, farmers. 

o) What sort of people would you say went to the church? And the 

chapel? 

p) Where you lived, did all the people in the working (OR lower OR OTHER 

TERM USED DY RESPONDENT) class have the same standard of living, or 

would you say there were different groups? 

 

Describe a family within each group. 

Do you think that one group felt itself superior to the rest?  

Were some families thought of as rough, and others as respectable? 

Do you remember a distinction of this kind between craftsmen and 

labourers? 

(PROMPT: What made a family seem tough?) 

q) How did your mother behave towards people who were not in the same 

class as herself? 

(PROMPT: Minister, doctor's wife, dustman's wife) (other racial groups) 

REPEAT FOR FATHER 

r) Do you think your mother thought of herself as a member of a class? 

(PROMPT: middle class, working class?) 

Why?/Why not?  



What made her put herself in that class? (PROMPT: own home 

background, her job, her type of house, your father's position?) 

s) Was it possible at that time to move from one class to another?  

Can you remember anyone who did? 

t) Do you remember anyone being described as a "real gentleman"/"real 

lady"?  

Why do you think that was? 

u) Do you remember seeing a policeman around where you lived as a 

child?  

What did you think of him (e.g. when you were naughty, did your mother 

ever say "I'll call a policeman")? 

v) How do you think he treated the people? 

w) Was your home rented? 

IF YES: Did you see anything of your landlord?  

What did you feel about him as a landlord? 

x) Do you remember feeling that your parents had to struggle to make 

ends meet?  

IF NO: Did they help poorer people in any way?  

Did they belong to any philanthropic organisations? 

IF YES: What did you think about that? 

What difference did it make to the family when your father was ill or out 

of work?  

How often? 

Did you ever get help from the Guardians or the parish or any charity?  

How did they treat you? How did you feel about that? 

y) When there was someone in the district whom the people disapproved 

of very strongly, was there any special way in which they showed it?  

Do you remember anyone being made to leave by "rough music"? What 

for? Was an effigy made? 

 

 



12. School 

a) Were you given lessons by one of your parents, a tutor or governess?  

IF NO: Go on to 12 b. 

IF YES: Where? 

Hours? Did they increase when older?  

Alone/with other children? 

What lessons did you have? How did you feel about ... as a teacher?  

Did they emphasise certain things as important in life? 

Manners; tidiness; punctuality; ways of speaking? 

If you did something they disapproved of, what would happen? Would 

they punish you?  

How? What for? 

How long were you taught by ...? 

Did you then go to school? IF NO: Why not? 

b) How old were you when you first went to school? 

When you first started, what time of the morning did you go and when did 

you come back? 

c) What kind of school was it (board/private/church; day/boarding; 

boys/girls/mixed)?  

IF BOARDING, SEE ALSO SECTION 19 and OMIT 12 d. 

d) How did you get to school? How long did it take you? Who went with 

you? 

e) Where did you have your midday meal then?  

IF NOT AT HOME: What did you have to eat? 

f) What did you think of school? Did you like it or dislike it?  

How did you feel about the teachers? 

g) Did the teachers emphasise certain things as important in life?  

Manners; how to treat the opposite sex; tidiness; punctuality; ways of 

speaking?  

Did they encourage intellectual discussion? 

Was any science taught? 

h) What games did you play? Compulsory? 



i) If you did something the teachers disapproved of, what would happen?  

How did they punish the children? Girls the same as boys?  

For what offences? 

j) Did your parents show an interest in your school work? 

Did they ask you what you did at school; visit the school; meet the 

teachers? 

k) What sort of homes did most of the other children come from? (Some 

worse dressed than others?) 

l) Did the teachers single out some children for different treatment from 

the others? 

m) Were there any gangs or groups in the school? (PROMPT: From 

different streets or parts of the town?) 

Were there any children who were left out of things? 

n) Did you go on to another school afterwards? 

IF YES: REPEAT 12 b - 12 n. 

IF AT A SECONDARY SCHOOL: Did you join a cadet corps? Were you a 

prefect? 

o) How old were you when you left school? 

Would you have stayed longer if you had had the opportunity? 

Did you attend any part-time education afterwards? (e.g. evening 

classes). 

p) Do you have any regrets about your education? 

Do you think you benefitted from attending school? 

q) IF AT UNIVERSITY: Subjects? New friends? New attitudes? 

Influence of tutors? Intellectual discussion? Religion? Clubs and Societies? 

Other leisure? 

How were women regarded at University at that time? 

 

 

 



13. Work 

a) While you were at school, did you have a part-time job or any means 

of earning a little regular money? 

IF NO: GO ON TO 13 1. 

b) How did you get it? (Through parents?) 

c) What exactly did you have to do in this job? 

How did you learn? Were any practical jokes played on you? 

d) What hours did you work? Sunday? Saturday? Half-day?  

Were there breaks for meals? 

Did you have any holidays with pay? 

e) What were you paid? 

Did you feel that was a fair wage, or not? 

f) Did you give any of the money to your mother?  

What was it spent on? 

g) How did you get on with the other people you worked with? 

Did men and women work together? Could you talk or relax at all? 

(Could you play games in the breaks?) 

Was there a works club? A works outing? Any other entertainments for 

employees? 

Was there a presentation when a worker retired? Did any of the 

employers or wives visit workers and their wives at times of sickness or 

bereavement? 

h) How did your employer treat you? How did you feel about him? 

i) How did you feel about the work? Did you like it or dislike it? Why did 

you give it up? 

j) Did the job alter your attitude to school? 

k) Did you do any other part-time jobs before you left school? 

IF YES: REPEAT 13 b. - k. 



l) Now I should like to ask you about your first full-time job. 

What was that? 

REPEAT 13 b. - i. 

IF LIVING-IN DOMESTIC SERVANT, ASK SECTION 18, THEN RETURN 

HERE. 

How long did you do that for? What did you do after that? 

REPEAT 13 b. - i. FOR ALL JOBS (INCLUDING PART-TIME) UP TO END OF 

1918. 

IF ANY ARE AS DOMESTIC SERVANT, ASK SECTION 18, THEN RETURN 

HERE. 

NOTE: Remember to ask how many months/years each job lasted. 

m) What jobs have you done since the First World War? 

n) Would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

o) Did you serve an apprenticeship or training period for any of your jobs? 

p) Did you (or any of your employees) belong to any trade 

union/professional organisation?  

Did you take part in any of its activities? 

Did you feel that employers and workers had the same interests, or 

different? 

q) Did you feel that there were divisions of interest among workers?  

Some people say that in those days there was a great division between 

trained craftsmen and other workers. Did you feel that, or not? 

r) IF AN EMPLOYER OR MANAGER: Can you tell me who owned the 

business (partnership, limited company)? How was it founded? How was it 

run? 

How did you learn about the different sides of the business (technology, 

sales, staffing, finance)?  

Which interested you most? 

Did you become a partner? What share did you have in the profits and 

losses?  

Did senior partners/directors share a social life together? Invite each 

other to dinner? 

What did the workers call you? Which of them did you know by name?  

Did you meet any of them outside work? 



s) Would you say that full-time work changed your general attitude to life 

in any way? 

14. Home life after leaving school 

a) I'd like to ask you about your life at home after you left school. 

Did you continue to live at home then? For how long? 

IF AT HOME: Did you have your own room where you could entertain 

friends privately? 

IF SEPARATELY: Did you live alone or share with anyone? Describe house. 

Did you have any domestic help? Where did you mainly eat? 

b) IF WORKING: Did starting full-time work change your relationship with 

your parents at all?  

With brothers and sisters? 

IF NOT WORKING: How did you manage for money? Would you have 

rather done something else? How did you spend your time (housework, 

social calls, family business)? 

c) Did you spend your Sunday any differently? Church/chapel; Sunday 

School?  

Did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? Why do you think 

that was? 

d) Did you take an interest in politics? (Did you take up any voluntary 

work?) 

IF RESPONDENT MARRIED AFTER 1918 OR NEVER MARRIED, ASK 

SECTION l7viii AND OMIT 'REPEAT FOR HUSBAND/WIFE'. THEN RETURN 

HERE. 

e) Can you tell me something of how you spent your spare time as a 

young man/woman?  

Did your interests change? 

Did you belong to any clubs or youth organisations; take part in sports or 

games (cards; tennis); go to dances; hobbies; collect anything; go for 

outings or away for weekends; concerts, theatre, music hall, cinema; 

pubs? 

f) Did you go out in the evening? Where to?  

Who with? Holidays? Where; who with? 



g) Did you make any new friends - boys or girls - at this time? 

How did you meet them? Did you stick to a group of friends? What did 

you do with them?  

Where? 

Did you ever bring friends home? 

h) Did you have any special friends at this time? Boys or girls?  

Were there any special places where boys and girls could meet? Where 

would you go with them? Were you allowed to be with them alone? 

i) Did your parents meet your friends? Did they tell you what they 

thought about them? Did they expect to know where you were? Did you 

have to be home by a certain time?  

Did your parents disapprove of any of your activities at this time? 

What did they think of young people who got into fights; gambling; 

pinching things? 

15. Marriage 

a) What age were you when you married? 

b) How long had you known your husband/wife then? How did you meet?  

Where did he/she come from? From what kind of family? 

c) How long were you engaged? 

Did you save up money before getting married, or not?  

Did your parents help you in setting up a home?  

Did they help you later on? (or leave you anything?)  

(Or by that stage, did you have to help them?) 

d) Could you describe the wedding? Presents? Guests? 

Did you have a honeymoon? 

e) Where did you live after you married? How many years? 

(Did you ever consider moving out of the area when you first married?) 

Where did you live then? 

CONTINUE FOR MOVES TO END OF 1918. 

f) How old was your husband/wife when you married? 



g) IF WOMAN: What was your husband's job when you married? 

Did he have other jobs before or after? 

ASK FOR ALL JOBS: DO NOT STOP AT 1918. 

Did he also do any casual or part-time jobs? 

IF RESPONDENT WORKED AFTER MARRIAGE (see 13 1.): How did your 

husband feel about your working? 

IF MAN: Did your wife have a job when you married? Had she any other 

jobs before that? Did she continue working after your marriage? 

IF YES: How did you feel about that? What jobs had she had since then? 

ASK FOR ALL FULL-TIME JOBS: PART-TIME JOBS ONLY TO END OF 1918. 

h) How do you think your husband/wife felt about his/her work? Like or 

dislike? 

16. Childbirth and infancy 

a) Did you have any children?IF NO GO ON TO 17.  

How many? Names (who were they named after)? 

Dates of birth of all children. 

b) Were your children born at home? 

IF WOMAN: Did you know what to expect in childbirth? How did you get 

on?  

Did you read any books about birth or infant care? 

c) Did you have any medical help? Did your husband/you help? 

How soon were you/was your wife out of bed? For the whole day? 

How did you/she manage while you were/she was in bed? 

Did any of your relations or neighbours help? How exactly?  

Did you have a nurse? For how long? 

IF FOR MORE THAN TWO MONTHS: What did the nurse do for the baby? 

d) IF WOMAN: How did you feed your first baby? 

IF ANY BREAST FEEDING: did you enjoy feeding the baby? 

IF LITTLE OR NO BREAST FEEDING: did you have any special reasons for 

not breast feeding?  

What method did you use instead? 

e) IF WOMAN: Did you have any difficulties in feeding? If you needed 

advice, who did you ask? 



If the baby was asleep, would you wake it for a feed? If it cried before the 

normal time, would you feed it? What did you do if it didn't seem hungry? 

How long would you let it go on feeding?  

When did you first give it solid food? When did you wean the baby? Did 

the baby mind? 

f) IF WOMAN: Did you think at the time that it did any harm to a baby to 

let it cry, or not? 

Did you punish it when it was naughty? How? For what? 

g) How much did your husband/you (IF MAN) have to do with your 

children when they were babies under one year? 

Did you/he feed/bath them; change their nappies; play with them; get 

them to sleep; attend to them in the night; take them out without 

you/your wife? 

17. Family life after marriage 

I want to ask you how you and your husband/wife managed the 

housekeeping in those years before 1919. 

(i) Budget and Control of Household 

a) IF HUSBAND: How much of your earnings would you give to your wife 

at that time? 

(Did your wife have a personal allowance?) 

Did you pay any of the house bills yourself? Which? 

IF WIFE: Did you know what your husband earned? How much of that 

would he give to you?  

Did he pay any of the bills himself? Which? 

(Did you have a dress allowance?) 

Did you discuss with your wife/husband how the money should be spent? 

IF WIFE EARNED: What were your wife's earnings spent on? 

b) Who chose new furniture; food; drink; doctor; church; clothes of 

children, husband; presents; outings; holidays; who should be invited to 

stay or to meals?  

Who looked after the garden? 

(ii) Domestic Routine 



a) Can you describe the house at ... (SELECT FROM 15 e.)? What were 

the rooms used for? 

b) Were there any relatives or lodgers living with you? (Terms?) 

c) Paid help in the house? Living-in? 

IF YES: GO ON TO SECTION 18. 

IF DAILY OR IRREGULAR HELP: What were her duties: cleaning, looking 

after children?  

Hours? What did you call each other? 

d) How was the washing done? 

e) Clothes made by wife and/or husband? Bought new or second-hand?  

Where bought? When? Who mended them?  

REPEAT FOR SHOES. 

f) Husband's help with jobs in the house: cleaning; cooking; washing; 

washing-up; fires; decorating; repairs; improvements to the house? 

IF CHILDLESS,, GO ON TO iii (Meals). 

Husband's help with children: dressing; undressing; bathing; reading 

aloud; telling stories; taking out without mother; looking after children 

when mother out? 

g) Regular household tasks for children to help you? 

h) Time at which children went to bed? Put to bed by themselves or a 

parent? 

Did children share a bed or bedroom? Sleeping arrangements for whole 

family? 

i) Washing and bathing arrangements? When?  

When did children have clean clothes? 

(iii) Meals 

a) Where were meals eaten? 

Occasions, if any, when eaten in another room? 

b) Where did wife cook? Cooking equipment (range or gas)? 



c) When was breakfast eaten? What members of the family were present? 

How did the others manage for their first meal? What did you usually eat 

and drink?  

Did you have anything different on certain days (Sundays)? 

REPEAT FOR MIDDAY AND EVENING MEALS. 

d) Making of bread; jam; pickles; wine; beer; medicines; bottled fruit or 

vegetables. 

e) Vegetables and fruit grown and/or bought?  

Tinned or dried vegetables or fruit? 

f) Livestock kept for family (hens, pigs, goats)?  

Looked after by whom? 

g) How many times a week did you eat meat? Tinned meat? 

h) Extra meat obtained from poaching. From whom? How often? 

i) Did wife ever have to go short so that husband or children could have 

more?  

Did husband have larger helpings of food? Extra food at teatime or 

supper?  

IF CHILDLESS GO ON TO (v) (Family Activities in the Home) 

j) Table manners of children: allowed to talk during meals or not?  

Choose what they wanted to eat from what was cooked or have to eat a 

bit of everything?  

Parents' attitude if some food left uneaten on the plate? 

Hold knife and fork in a certain way and sit in a certain way? 

When did members of the family leave the table? 

k) Did all the family present for the meal sit at the table? Regular places 

at table? 

Meal served (by whom; serving order)? 

Method of feeding and seating children too young to feed themselves?  

IF SEPARATELY. When did they join in family meals? 

(iv) General Relationships with Children: Influence and Discipline. 



a) When your children were young did you feel that there was a right 

way/wrong way of bringing up children? 

Did you and your wife/husband have the same ideas about bringing up 

children, or different ideas? Did you talk about this? 

Was there anyone you used to talk to if you were worried about the 

children?  

Was your mother alive when your children were small? How often did you 

see her?  

Did you ask her advice in bringing up the children? 

Did you and she have the same ideas on this? 

REPEAT FOR MOTHER-IN-LAW. 

IF EMPLOYED NANNY: Did you discuss with the nanny how you wanted 

the children brought up? Were her ideas the same as yours, or different? 

Did you ever disagree with the way she managed the children? Why was 

this? 

b) Can you tell me some of the things you felt you ought to do for your 

children? Affection; safety; food; discipline. Did you want them to share 

their worries with you? How did you want them to behave towards you? 

What did they call you and your wife/husband?  

IF NANNY EMPLOYED: How did you want them to behave towards their 

nanny? 

c) (OMIT IF NANNY EMPLOYED) When the children were young, did you 

both ever manage to leave them so that you could go out? When?  

Did somebody come in to look after them? 

Relation/friend/neighbour/older child: stays in house/looks in 

occasionally/listens from elsewhere/nobody responsible. 

d) Did you let your children join in when grown-ups were talking? 

e) What did you bring them up to consider important in life? 

f) Did you tell them they should hit back or not if another child hurt them? 

g) Were there any other children you discouraged them from playing 

with?  

What was it you did not like about those children? 



h) If your children did something you disapproved of, what would 

happen? 

IF PUNISHED: By whom? How? How often? Ever by other parent? 

IF NANNY EMPLOYED: Ever by nanny?  

Do you remember any particular occasion when you punished them? 

i) Would you say that your children received the ideas they had about 

how to behave from both parents, or did one of you play a more 

important part than the other? (e.g. father with sons, mother with 

daughters)? 

IF NANNY EMPLOYED: What influence did their nanny have on them? 

What did the children feel about her? 

j) Did you believe that girls should be treated the same way as boys when 

you had your children?  

That they should be taught the same skills and the same games (e.g. girls 

carpentry, hunting; boys sewing, cooking, dancing, piano)?  

How did you teach your boy to behave to his sister (e.g. opening doors, 

carry things)?; your girl to her brother (sew for him, wait on him)? 

k) IF WIFE WORKED AFTER HAVING CHILDREN: Who looked after the 

children while you/your wife was at work? How did you feel about leaving 

the children with somebody else?  

Some people think that children should be with the mother all the time, 

others think it is not necessary and does them good to be with other 

people quite a lot too.  

What did you think at that time? 

l) Did you send your children to the local county school?  

IF NO: Why not? Who chose the school?  

Did you think that boys needed a different education from girls? 

(v) Family Activities in the Home 

a) (OMIT IF CHILDLESS) When your children had a birthday, would it be 

different from any other day? Did they receive presents; have anything 

different to eat; guests? 

b) What did you and (IF ANY) your children do on Christmas Day? 



c) Did you have any musical instruments in the home? Players? Did any of 

you sing? Did you ever make music together? 

d) (OMIT IF CHILDLESS) Did you play any games with the children?  

Did your wife/husband join in the games or play different ones? 

e) Were there books; newspapers; magazines in the house? Where did 

you get them from? 

Did you belong to a library? Did you read aloud to each other or to the 

children?  

(OMIT IF CHILDLESS) 

IF NANNY EMPLOYED: Did the nanny read to the children? 

(vi) Family Activities Outside the Home. 

a) (IF CHILDLESS: START AT c.) 

Were the children taken out visiting neighbours, friends or relations? By 

whom? Were they taken shopping? By whom?  

IF NANNY EMPLOYED: Did the children ever visit their nanny's family? 

b) Did the children ever go out with just their father? 

c) Could the children go out by themselves? Where to? Girls as well as 

boys? 

d) What did you do on Bank Holidays? With children and nanny (IF ANY)? 

e) Did you ever go away for a holiday? For how long? Regularly? Where? 

Why did you choose to go there? 

 

Did you all go (wife; husband; children; nanny)? Activities. 

(vii) Weekends and Religion 

a) Could you tell me how you spent Saturdays in those days? Sundays? 

Did you or the children (IF ANY) put on different clothes? 

Did you think it wrong to work or to enjoy yourself on a Sunday or did 

you think it did not matter? 

(OMIT IF CHILDLESS) Did you allow your children to play games? 



b) Did you attend a place of worship or not? Denomination? How often?  

Did your husband/wife attend too? 

c) Did you belong to the choir? 

d) Did the church/chapel run any temperance club? Were you a member? 

Activities. 

e) Did you belong to any other clubs organised by the church/chapel? 

Activities.  

Did you or your husband/wife hold any position in the church/chapel 

organisation? 

f) (OMIT IF CHILDLESS) Did your children go to Sunday School?  

Did they go to any adult or family services at the church/chapel? 

g) Was grace said at meals? 

h) Did you have family prayers? 

i) (OMIT IF CHILDLESS) Were your children taught to say prayers? Who 

taught them their prayers? Did you talk to your children about God? 

j) Did religion come to mean more or less to you after you were married? 

Why do you think that was? 

(viii) Political Attitudes. 

a) Did you take an interest in politics? What were your views?  

Why did you think that? 

REPEAT FOR HUSBAND/WIFE. 

b) IF HUSBAND: Did you vote in a General Election before 1919? 

IF WIFE: Did you vote in the first General Election when women had the 

vote? 

c) Did you or your husband/wife ever feel under any pressure from 

anybody to vote for a particular party (e.g. from an employer)? 

d) Were you a member of a political party? 

Did you ever work for one of the parties at an election? 



e) Did you take part in any political activity other than at election time? 

(ix) Other Interests and Leisure. 

a) When you and your wife/husband were not doing your work, how did 

you spend your time? Did you ever go out together in the evening? 

Where? How often? 

b) When did you (IF MAN)/your husband get home from work in the 

evenings?  

How many evenings a week would you/he spend at home? 

c) Did either of you go to any clubs, institutes or pubs? How often did you 

go?  

Did you go together? 

d) Did you belong to any savings clubs? Insurance, boot, sick, funeral, 

etc. 

e) Did either of you take part in any sport? (PROMPT: cricket, football, 

fishing, shooting, bicycling, walking, racing).  

Did either of you bet on anything? 

f) Did you go to any theatres, concerts, music halls or cinemas? 

g) Did you have any hobbies? Did you keep any pets, collect anything, or 

do gardening? 

h) Did you (IF WOMAN)/your wife have any other interests outside the 

home?  

Did you (IF WOMAN) your wife ever go out to enjoy yourself/herself? With 

whom? 

(x) Relations, Friends and Neighbours. 

a) Did anyone outside the home help you (IF WOMAN)/your wife look 

after her house or family?  

Relations, friends or neighbours? 

In what ways? Regularly? 



b) If you (IF WOMAN) /your wife was confined to bed, how did you 

manage? 

c) Did either of you have any relatives living nearby? How much did you 

see of them? Where? 

d) Did you have friends? Where did they live? Did you share the same 

friends? 

e) Were people ever invited into the home? How often? 

Who were these people? Would they be offered anything to eat or drink? 

On particular days or occasions? (Sunday?) 

Would you say that the people invited in were your wife's/husband's 

friends or relations or both? 

IF EMPLOYED NANNY: Did the children meet people who came to call or 

have meals(casual or formal) with you? 

f) Did people call in casually without an invitation? When? 

g) Did you ever go out to visit friends or neighbours? Did you call in 

casually without an invitation? 

h) People often tell us that in these days they made their own 

amusements. What did you do when you got together with friends or 

neighbours? Music? Games? 

i) Was your home rented? 

IF YES: Did you see anything of your landlord?  

How did you feel about him as a landlord? 

j) (IF RESPONDENT HAS NOT MOVED FROM COMMUNITY DESCRIBED 

EARLIER, GO ON TO n.) In the district/village where you lived then, who 

were considered the most important people? 

Did you come into contact with them? Why were they considered 

important? 

k) What about the shopkeepers? Who did they associate with?  

REPEAT for clergy, teachers, farmers, employers. 

l) What sort of people would you say went to the church? And to chapel? 



m) Where you lived, did all the people in the working class have the same 

standard of living, or would you say there were different groups? Describe 

a family in each group. Do you think that one group felt itself superior to 

the rest? Were some families thought of as rough, and some as 

respectable? Do you remember a distinction of this kind between 

craftsmen and labourers? 

n) Did you have a struggle to make ends meet at that time? 

IF NO: Did you help poorer people in any way? (Did you join any 

philanthropic organisations?) 

IF YES: What did you think about that? 

What difference did it make when you (IFMAN)/your husband was ill or 

out of work? 

How often? For how long? Did you ever get help from the Guardians, the 

parish or a charity?  

How did they treat you? How did you feel about that? 

How did you spend your time when you were out of work (at home, with 

friends in the street, in pub)? Did friends help you out at all. 

18. Living-in servants 

(i) NOTE: THIS SECTION SHOULD BE USED BOTH WHEN RESPONDENT 

OR PARENTS EMPLOYED LIVING-IN SERVANTS, AND WHEN RESPONDENT 

WAS AN EMPLOYEE OF THIS KIND. IN THE LATTER CASE THE SECTION 

SHOULD BE REPEATED FOR ANY HOUSEHOLD WHICH THE RESPONDENT 

CAN REMEMBER IN SATISFACTORY DETAIL. 

a) IF SERVANT: How did you get your first position in service (personal 

recommendation, registry office, advertisement)? 

What were you called (e.g. kitchen maid, housemaid, etc.)? 

What hours did you work (weekdays/weekends)? Did you get any 

holidays? 

What were you paid? Did you think that was a fair wage or not? 

b) How many servants were there? LIST titles and work. 

Where slept and ate. 

Was there a division into upper and lower servants? 

Was there a servant's hall, or anywhere they could sit when they were not 

working? 



Did the mistress supervise all the housework personally? Or pass orders 

through the senior servants? (PROMPT: housekeeper)? 

c) Did you feel at ease with the servants/members of the family? 

How did servants and members of the family address each other? Did you 

feel that any of them was interested in you as a person? 

d) Did the mistress give any moral guidance to her servants? Were they 

allowed any time to do just what they liked? When could they go out of 

the home? Did she mind what they did then, or when they returned? 

e) IF SERVANT: Did you feel homesick? Were you lonely or did you have 

enough companionship? Was there anything you particularly liked or 

disliked about that situation? 

(ii) Domestic Routine 

a) How did the housework go? Was the washing sent out? 

Who made or mended the family's clothes? 

Who did the cooking? 

Who was responsible for repairs and improvements to the house? 

Did your father help with any of the jobs in the house? Did he help look 

after you? 

b) Was there a nanny or servant responsible for the children? Was there a 

nursery maid?  

IF NO, GO BACK TO 2f. WHEN ASKING RESPONDENT ABOUT 

CHILDHOOD, OR TO 17 

(ii) f. WHEN ASKING ABOUT RESPONDENT 'S MARRIED LIFE: IF 

RESPONDENT IS A SERVANT, NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILDREN,, GO ON 

TO (iii) Meals.  

Nanny's duties, hours, time off. Holidays? 

What did your mother do for you (dressing, bathing, bedtime, games, 

shopping, outings, reading)? 

Where child would see parents, in the house: nursery, drawing room or 

elsewhere? 

IF MOTHER WORKING: Time spent at home. 

IF CHILD: How long did nurse look after you? Until what age? What was 



she like? Were you fond of her? 

Were there any other servants who you were close to? 

c) Did the children have any tasks to carry out regularly to help in the 

home? 

When? How long did tasks continue? After leaving school? 

REPEAT FOR BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

Did the older children help the younger with things they found difficult 

(dressing, eating) or look after them in other ways? 

Did the younger children help the older in any ways? 

d) Children's bedtime. Who put children to bed? At what age did children 

put themselves to bed?  

Did children share bedroom or bed with anyone?  

Sleeping arrangements of whole family (including nurse)? 

e) What room for bathing? How often did children bath? When were clean 

clothes put on? 

(iii) Meals 

a) Where did the adults eat their meals? 

IF THERE WERE CHILDREN: Where did the children eat their meals? 

Were there any exceptions to this? Were any adults with them when they 

ate? 

Did the adult(s) eat then too? At what age did you have meals with your 

parents (breakfast, lunch, tea, dinner)? 

b) What cooking equipment was there in the house (range, gas)? 

c) When was breakfast eaten? What members of the family were present? 

When did the others have their breakfast? What food was eaten at 

breakfast? 

Anything different on certain days (Sundays)? 

REPEAT FOR OTHER MEALS. 

d) Were any of the following made in the house: bread, jam, bottled fruit 

and vegetables, pickles, wine, beer, medicines? Who made them? 



e) Were fruit and vegetables grown. Were any bought for the household?  

Tinned or dried? Who did the garden? 

f) Was any livestock kept for the family (hens, pigs, goats)? Who looked 

after them? 

g) How many times a week was meat eaten? Was any tinned meat used? 

h) Did children, servants and parents have the same food or different 

food?  

What were the differences? 

i) Where did the servants eat? 

IF NURSE,, GOVERNESS: Where did the nurse, governess eat?  

IF SERVANT NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILDREN, GO ON TO (v) b. 

j) Were children allowed to talk at meals or not? Was this different when 

visitors came? Could they choose what they wanted to eat from what was 

cooked or did they have to eat a bit of everything? What was said if 

something was left uneaten on the plate? Could children ask for a second 

helping? 

Were children expected to hold their knife and fork in a certain way, sit in 

a certain way? Could toys or books be brought to the table? When could 

they leave the table? 

k) IF FAMILY ATE WITH CHILDREN: Did you always have the same places 

at table? Who served the meal? In what order? 

IF CHILDREN ATE SOME MEALS APART FROM PARENTS: Were there any 

special preparations when the child ate with its parents (e.g. grooming, 

special clothes)? Who supervised the children's meals when they ate 

separately? Did she have her meal with them?  

Who served the meal? 

Did the mother or father appear during the children's meals? 

Did the mother or father take an interest in what the children had eaten 

and how they had behaved? Were the children taught table manners by 

their parents or someone else? 

IF RESPONDENT IS A PARENT, RETURN TO 17 (iv). 

(iv) General Relationship with Parents and Nanny: Influence and 

Discipline. 



a) What did you call your mother? Was she an easy person to talk to? Did 

she show affection?  

If child had any worries, could it take them to her or not? Would you say 

you were frightened of her? 

REPEAT FOR FATHER AND NANNY. 

How did parents expect child to behave towards them? And towards 

brothers and sisters? And towards nanny? How did nanny expect child to 

behave towards herself? 

b) Did nanny tell child how to behave towards brothers, sisters and 

parents?  

If child was hit by another child, would it be told to hit back or not? Who 

would tell child this (nanny or parents)? 

c) What kind of people did parents hope child would grow up to be? Did 

they consider certain things important in life? Did nanny teach child what 

she thought was important in life? Did she have similar attitudes to 

parents in this way? 

d) What did parents think about swearing? What about accents?  

What did nanny think about it? 

e) When grown-ups were talking, was child allowed to join in? 

f) If child did something parents disapproved of, what would happen? 

IF PUNISHED: By whom? How? How often? Ever by other parent? By 

nanny? 

IF CHILD: Do you remember a particular occasion when you were 

punished? 

Do you remember how you felt about being punished? 

g) IF CHILD: Would you say that you received the ideas you had about 

how to behave from both your parents, or did one play a more important 

part than the other?  

What influence did your nanny have on your behaviour? How did you feel 

about nanny?  

IF NANNY: How did you feel about the way the parents wanted to bring 

up their children? If there was any difficulty, did you ever feel yourself on 

the side of the children, rather than the parents? 



(v) Family Activities in the Home. 

a) Were children's birthdays any different from any other day? Presents, 

special food, or guests? 

b) Can you remember anything the family did together on Christmas Day? 

c) Were there any musical instruments in the home? Players? Was there 

anyone in the family who sang? Did you ever make music together as a 

family? 

d) Did parents play any games with child? Did nanny play any games with 

child? 

e) Were there books in the house? Newspapers? Magazines? 

Do you remember mother or father reading? 

Did they read aloud to each other? To the child? 

Did nanny read to child? 

f) Do you remember a funeral in the family? Who attended? Mourning 

clothes. 

g) Did people come to stay? How did this alter your routine? 

(vii) Family Activities Outside the Home 

a) IF CHILD 

Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends or relations? With whom? 

Were you taken shopping? With whom? 

Were you ever taken to visit nanny's family home or relations? What did 

they call you? Did you enjoy it? 

Did you ever go out just with your father? 

Do you remember any other outings with your parents? Bank holidays.  

Did nanny go? Did you ever go away for a holiday? For how long? 

Regularly?  

Which members of the family went? Where? Activities? Did nanny go too?  

What did you and she do on the holiday? 

b) IF SERVANT 

Did you take the child out for walks or shopping? Were you allowed to talk 



to people while you were out with the children? Did you ever take the 

mistress's child to your own home? For how long? How did he/she get on 

at home? What did your relations call him/her? What did he/she call 

them?  

Did you ever go out with the master and mistress on a weekend or Bank 

Holiday? Describe occasion. Did you like it or dislike it? 

Did you ever go with the master and mistress when they went away on a 

holiday or to stay with people? For how long? Regularly? Who else went? 

Where? Activities? Did they seem different on holiday from what they did 

at home? In what ways? Was it a holiday for you or did you have as much 

work as usual? 

IF CHILD, RETURN TO SECTION 7: IF SERVANT, GO ON. 

(vii) Weekends and Religion 

a) Did the master and mistress think it wrong to work or play on Sunday?  

Did they go to church or chapel? How often? Both master and mistress?  

Did the children go to church or Sunday School? 

b) Did any of the servants attend the same church as the master and 

mistress?  

Where did the servants and master and mistress sit? 

c) Was grace said at meals? By whom? Did you have family prayers? 

(viii) Political Attitudes 

a) Did the master and mistress take an interest in politics? 

(ix) Other Interests and Leisure 

a) Did the master take part in sport, go to the races, play cards? 

Did he go to a club? How often? 

b) Did the mistress go out on her own? Where did she go? 

Did she have interests outside the home? Did she do any work for 

charities, sit on committees, etc? 

c) Did the master and mistress go out together? 

(x) Social Class 



a) What was your master's occupation? Was he ever away from home? 

How long? What difference did this make to the way the household was 

run? 

REPEAT FOR MISTRESS 

b) Did the master and mistress have friends? 

When did you see their friends: calling, staying in the house, dining, 

balls? 

Describe these occasions. What kind of people were these friends and 

callers? Were they the same class as the master and mistress? What class 

would you say that was? Was the mistress the same class as the master? 

c) Did the master and mistress treat some of their friends differently from 

others (with more elaborate entertainment or more respect)? Why do you 

think that was? 

d) Describe the behaviour of the guests towards the servants. 

Did some guests treat you differently from others? 

e) Do you think the master and mistress were content with their station in 

life or do you think they would have liked a higher position? What made 

you think so? 

f) Had you known people like your master and mistress before? What did 

you think of them and their way of living? Did their manners and general 

behaviour seem different from people you had associated with before? In 

what ways? 

RETURN TO SECTION 13 m. (Work) 

19. Institutional homes for children and boarding education 

IN ADDITION TO SECTION 12, ASK 

a) Type of school/institution. Number of children. 

b) How old were you when you went? For how long? Why? Did you want 

to go or not?  

Did your parents discuss it with you? Where had they been educated 

themselves? 



c) Typical day. 

Meals (COMPARE WITH HOME) 

How much time did you have to yourself to do as you liked? 

How often were you allowed out (walks, church, visits to home or 

friends)?  

Were you allowed home at weekends? 

d) Were you allowed to wear your own clothes rather than uniform at any 

time?  

Other personal possessions. 

e) Did your parents visit you? How often did you see them?  

Were you homesick for anything? What did you miss most? 

Did your parents write you letters? Do you think it changed how you felt 

about them or not? Did you feel more or less close to them or much the 

same? 

f) Did going to school/... change your attitude to life in any way? 

Did you meet children of a sort you had not met before? When you came 

home, did you spend your time differently from how you had before?  

With the same friends as before, or new friends? 

20. Children's and siblings' occupations 

Eldest child, first job, subsequent jobs. 

CONTINUE AFTER 1918 

REPEAT FOR OTHER CHILDREN 

REPEAT FOR RESPONDENT'S BROTHERS, AND FOR DAUGHTERS' 

HUSBAND  

REPEAT FOR RESPONDENT 'S SISTERS AND FOR THEIR HUSBANDS 

REPEAT FOR RESPONDENT'S SPOUSE IF MARRIED AFTER 1918. 

 

 

 

 















































































































Photographs 

The Edwardians Collection holds a small collection of photographic 

images, most of which were taken in the period 1880-1918. They 

represent a selection of scenes from everyday working and family life and 

the content reflects many of the themes described in the transcribed 

interviews.  

They form a collection which reflects the widespread production of still 

and moving images during the Edwardian period. There were certain 

factors which governed the type of photographs that were taken during 

this period; technology, of course, played a prime role because most 

cameras were bulky, requiring a period of preparation and setting up 

before use. Consequently, many images from this era are staged in some 

way, either with the subjects pausing and waiting patiently for the 

exposure to happen or with the photographer deliberately arranging a 

scene for a particular effect. The use of artificial lighting or flash 

photography, outside of the photographer's studio, was rare. This means 

interior photographs are outnumbered by scenes with subjects standing 

or sitting outside in daylight. 

Some photographers also emulated fine art traditions by taking the world 

around them and creating an equivalent of picturesque genre paintings. 

These often focused on rural life and on the lower classes, especially the 

very poor. However this school collided with the still evolving genre of 

documentary photography which, ironically, took an interest in similar 

subject matter, such as slums, low-life, the workplace and social events, 

albeit for entirely different reasons. 

Like the qualitative accounts that form the basis of the Edwardians 

collection, photographic images can give a sense of the past in 

immediately recognisable terms. Despite potential problems of 

interpretation, the photographs allow us to instantly connect with the 

physical environment of the past and to see conditions as they looked and 

as they were experienced by people at the end of the nineteenth century 

and the beginning of the new century. 

 

 



Agriculture 

 

Description: Three generations of a family pose for 

a photograph in front of the family home and 
business c.1904. Behind them are various works in 
progress for these wheelwrights including an urban 

district council wheelbarrow. 

Historical Note: Movement of rural populations to 
urban centres led to the decline of many small-scale 

village tradesmen. However larger villages could still 
support business such as wheelwrights and 
blacksmiths that were central to the local economy. 

Location: Witham 

 

Description: A view of South Street where the 
photographer has assembled passing villagers. The 
adults are dressed in their daily work clothes 

including a blacksmith who has been interrupted in 
his work with a horse. 

Historical Note: By the turn of the century the great 

migration of rural dwellers to the towns and cities 
was over, leaving the countryside to begin a process 
of slow decay. The motor car had still not made an 

impression in such areas and the horse still provided 
the main form of transport. 

Location: Southminster 

 

Description: A panoramic photograph of a busy 

threshing machine surrounded by stacks. 

Historical Note: Threshing machinery such as this 
represented the only real use of powered machinery 

in agriculture at this time. The expense of such 
machinery meant they were hired to farmers by 
travelling contract teams rather than being a 

permanent fixture on any one farm. 

Location: Southminster 

 

Description: Driver of a steam-driven engine 

watches on as another piece of harvesting equipment 
is pulled out of shot, possibly by a horse, c.1950s. 

Historical Note: As steam-powered machinery 
began to be used more extensively in agricultural 

work it had a direct effect on employment rates. At 
harvest time a machine and one or two men could do 

the work once done by dozens of men, women and 
children. This pattern, once established, continued 
well into the twentieth century. 

Location: Southminster 
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Description: Adults, children and animals pause for 

a photograph with working windmill behind them.  

Historical Note: The rise of photography as both a 
leisure and commercial pursuit further helped 
redefine rural life. Photographs such as this signal the 

interest in the countryside not as a place of work but 
as one of pictorial and poetic beauty. A place where 

poaching is a romantic occupation rather than one 
driven by hunger. 

Location: Southminster 
 

 

Description: View of a field after harvesting and of 
the surrounding countryside. 

Historical Note: Mechanisation only affected some 
parts of the agricultural production process. 

Machinery may have replaced hand-reaping but corn 
still needed to be sheafed and bound by hand. 

Location: Little Stambridge 

 

Description: Unmechanised harvesting team 

c.1940s. 

Historical Note: It was common for farms still to 
make use of horse-drawn equipment well after the 
Edwardian period and into the mid-twentieth century. 

Location: Latchingdon 

 

Description: Livestock being surveyed at a rural 
cattle and sheep auction. 

Historical Note: The Edwardian countryside divided 
in to two regions. In the South and East of England 

arable farming dominated. In the West and North 
pastoral farming was more common. 

Location: Colchester 

 

Description: The crowd at a rural cattle and sheep 

auction showing how such meetings served as social 
as well as business events. 

Historical Note: Many of the big farm owners were 
conscious of their position within the community 

much like their urban counterparts. Through dress 
they showed their aspiration to be seen as part of the 

gentry. 

Location: Colchester 
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Description: Marmalade Emma and Teddy Grimes 

pose for the camera. c.1910. 

Historical Note: The spread of urbanisation and the 
migration of large sections of the population from the 
countryside to towns still left a place for local 

eccentrics and characters. Even so these were often 
seen as relics of a redundant past. 

Location: Colchester 

Retail 

 

Description: An urban shop selling fresh and 

packaged produce to the local area. An unusually 
informal posed photograph of staff and family 

members. 

Historical Note: Local shops such as this 
offered a one-to-one service with most goods 

such as sugar, tea and biscuits being weighed 
out and packaged by hand. This slower rate of 

service fitted in with the slower pace of life 
generally. 

Location: South Shoebury 

 

 

Description: A view down a virtually empty 

North Street. 

Historical Note: Photographs like this show 

early examples of modern advertising and 
branding beginning to emerge; such as the large 

'HOVIS' bakery sign and tin plate tobacco signs. 

Location: Southminster 
 

 

Description: Informal photograph taken outside 
Bicknacre post office. 

Historical Note: The fragility of the rural 

economy increased after industrialisation as 
improvements in transportation meant more 

produce was imported from abroad rather than 
being produced internally. One response can be 

seen in this retail outlet which acts not only as a 

local post office but also draper, tea and tobacco 
merchant and general grocery shop. 

Location: Bicknacre 
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Leisure 

 

Description: Children enjoy sheltered bathing in 

Absalom's Floating Bath. Rules of modesty mean 
all are clothed. The subjects can afford to wear 

proper bathing gear. 

Historical Note: The Industrial Revolution 
formalised leisure time for the working classes 

just as it did with the working week. Formal 
coastal resorts began to develop around the 

country offering not only the natural pleasures of 
the seaside but attractions such as piers, funfairs 

and artificial bathing areas. 

Location: Southend 

 

Description: Family portrait of a husband and 

wife with their daughter and family pet, c.1890. 

Historical Note: Popular sentimentality towards 
domestic pets by the English upper and middle 

classes was frequently noted by commentators 

and this characteristic was still present in the 
Edwardian era. However, contradictory attitudes 

could also be seen in the continuance of 
activities such as 'ratting' and 'dog fighting'. 

Location: Little Wakering 

 

Description: Posed photograph of hunter and 

dog, c.1890. 

Historical Note: Field sports were a central 
defining activity of the Edwardian gentleman. 

Shooting in particular was selected as the sport 
of choice by the wealthiest. Those of lower 

classes who also aspired to be 'gentlemen' often 
took up the sport in imitation. 

Location: Little Wakering 

 

Description: Young girl gathers fruit with 
governess, c.1890. The overturned basket of 

apples betrays the photographer's wish for a 
'picturesque' scene in creating the image. 

Historical Note: Photography was a popular 

leisure pursuit and developed many genres such 
as the posed slum photograph. Another genre 

drew on ideas of the rustic, where the subject 
could be posed in front of a painted back-drop or 

within a real setting. 

Location: Little Wakering 
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Description: Posed photograph of a family 

gardener in his working clothes, c1890. 

Historical Note: Although Edwardian England 
was the most urban nation in the world many of 

the upper classes and the middle classes kept a 
link with the rural past by maintaining estates or 

gardens. These were used for leisure and were 
on such a scale as to require the employment of 

dedicated workers. 

Location: Little Wakering 

 

 

Description: Fancy Dress Party, c.1890. 

Historical Note: For the middle classes leisure 

time was often domestic. This reflected the home 
comforts they were able to afford as well as their 

aspirations towards the lifestyles of the upper 
classes. 

Location: Essex 

 

 

Description: Cycle club members, c.1904. 

Historical Note: Cycling and cycle clubs were a 

characteristic pastime of the Edwardians. This 
was based on the mass production of 

inexpensive good quality bicycles. In addition it 

offered greater freedom, in particular to women, 
and the chance to briefly escape the 

overcrowding of towns. 

Location: Braintree 
 

Civic Life 

 

Description: Photograph of members of West 
Essex Militia in and out of uniform from the 

Victorian era. 

Historical Note: The civic life of the Edwardians 
was dominated by voluntary and self 

improvement societies of which the militia was 
just one example. 

Location: Chelmsford 
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Description: A formal photograph of the ten 

man crew of Chelmsford Fire Brigade, 1907. 

Historical Note: Although there was no national 
fire service until 1941 it had been a legal 

requirement for towns and villages to provide a 
fire service since 1835. The Towns Police Clauses 

Act of 1847 allowed the purchase of fire 
appliances, fire stations and the payment for 

firemen to crew them. During the Edwardian era 

such stations became a focus of civic pride. 

Location: Chelmsford 
 

 

Description: Crowds gather for Coronation 
celebrations, Tindal Square, 1911. 

Historical Note: Changes in transportation 

during the Edwardian era reflected not only in 
technology but also social status. The civic 

dignitaries at the coronation parade travel in 
horse-drawn carriages accompanied by mounted 

police, whilst a larger group of revellers are in a 
motorised omnibus. In addition bicycles, a 

further technological innovation and 
revolutionary mode of transport, are present in 

the crowd. 

Location: Chelmsford 

Industry 

 

Description: Workers at a clothing factory. 

Although men and woman work within the same 
area there is a strict separation, with men 

cutting and pressing cloth at one side and 

women working at sewing machines at the other 
side of the room. 

Historical Note: Whilst in agriculture it had 

been commonplace for women to work alongside 
men, urban manufacturing was based on a 

stricter division of the sexes with separate 
working areas being the norm. 

Location: Colchester 
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Education 

 

Description: A formal photograph showing 

pupils and teachers inside a classroom of 
Canterbury Road Council School c.1914. A map 

on the wall details the local Essex region.  

Historical Note: For most pupils education was 
little concerned with creativity or intellectual 

development. Mass schooling in the Edwardian 
era sought to prepare pupils for their assigned 

place in the social and economic hierarchy. 

Location: Colchester 
 

 

Description: A formal group photograph 

showing pupils and teachers outside of 
Canterbury Road Council School c.1909. 

Historical Note: Whilst the intention of 

education was generally not progressive, an 
unintended effect of encouraging mass literacy 

was to erode some of the most overt social 
distinctions between the classes. 

Location: Colchester 
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Who has re-used the data? 

There were at least 88 secondary users between 1973 and 1996, 

originating not only from this country but also from Italy, Canada, the 

USA, Australia and Greece. This has led to the data being used in many 

books, articles and BA, MA and PhD theses. 
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